The Apostle Readings For the Immovable Feasts of the Year and the Apostle Readings for certain Saints celebrated in each Month.

The Month of September

1. The Beginning of the Ecclesiastical Year. On this day commemoration is made of: 

        Our holy father Symeon the Stylite.
Prokhimenon. Tone 4 ( Psalm 146, 134)
Verse: Great is our God, and great is His strength. 
Verse: Praise the LORD; for He is good.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.
1 Timothy 2:1-7

My child Timothy, I exhort that first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4. [Psalm 64]
Verse: Praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Sion.
Verse: We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house.

  

Another for St. Symeon the Stylite.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.
Colossians 3:12-16

Brethren, put on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Communion Anthem [Psalm 32].
Bless the crown of the year with thy goodness O Lord. Alleluia.
   
2. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy martyr Mamas; St. John

        the Faster, Patriarch of Constantinople.
Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:28-39

Brethren, we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

           Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 

          God.

Another for St. John the Faster.
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 

   
3. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Anthimus, Bishop of

        Nicomedia; St. Theoctistus, fellow ascetic of St. Euthymius the Great.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 13:7-16

Brethren, remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131, 111].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord.

    

Another for St. Theoctistus.
The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.
2 Timothy 1: 8-18 

My child Timothy, be not thou ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.


 

  4. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Babylas, Bishop of 

          Antioch and the Three Children who suffered with him Cegourus, Sekendinus, 

           Sekendus]; The holy Prophet Moses.
Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 15]
Verse: The saints that are in His land the Lord hath magnified.,
Verse: I have set the LORD always before me.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 11: 33-40, 12: 1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33].
Verse: The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth them out of them all.
 

5. On this day commemoration is made of: The Holy Prophet Zacharias, father of St. 

        John the Baptist.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 6:13-20

Brethren, when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131, 96].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: Light is sprung up for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.

   
6. On this day commemoration is made of: The miracle of the Archangel Michael at 

       Chonae.
Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 83].
Verse: Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire.
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, thou art very great.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 2:2-10

Brethren, if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 148].
Verse: Praise ye the Lord from the heavens.
Verse: Praise ye him, all his angels.

 

7. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Sozon the Shepherd.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. 
 Romans 6:18-23

Brethren, being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  
8. On this day commemoration is made of: The Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of 

       God and Ever-Virgin Mary.
Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Luke 1] 
Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
Verse: For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians. 
Philippians 2:5-11

Brethren, let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 6 [Psalm 44].
Verse: Hearken, O daughter, and consider.
Verse: The rich among the people of the land shall intreat thy favour. 

  
9. On this day commemoration is made of: The Righteous Progenitors Joachim and 

       Anna.
Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galations
Galatians 4:22-27

Brethren, Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33]
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but out of them all the Lord will deliver

          them.  

  

13. On this day commemoration is made of: The Consecration of the Church of the 

            Resurrection of Christ.
Prokhimenon. Tone 4 [Psalm 92]
Verse: Holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.
Verse: The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 3:1-4

Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1. [Psalm 86]
Verse: His foundations are in the holy mountains.
Verse: Glorious things have been spoken of thee, O city of God.

Communion Anthem [Psalm 25]
LORD, I have loved the beauty of thy house, and the place of the tabernacle of Thy glory. 

Alleluia.

    

Saturday before the Exaltation of the Precious Cross.

Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Psalm 46].
Verse: Sing praises to our God, sing praises. 
Verse: O clap your hands, all ye nations.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 2:6-9

Brethren, we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 5 [Psalm 88].
Verse: I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, for ever.
Verse: For Thou hast said, Mercy shall be built up for ever.
    

 Sunday before the Exaltation of the Precious Cross.

Prokhimenon. Tone 6. [Psalm 27].
Verse: Save, O Lord, Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance:
Verse: Unto thee will I cry, O Lord, my God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 6:11-18

Brethren, Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand. As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1. [Psalm 88]
Verse: I have exalted one chosen out of my people.
Verse: For I my hand shall support him.

   
14. On this day commemoration is made of: The Universal Exaltation of the Precious 

           and Life-giving Cross.

At the Liturgy

The First Antiphon Tone 2 [Psalm 21]. 
Verse: My God, my God, look upon me, why hast thou forsaken me?
     By the prayers of the Mother of God, Saviour, save us.
Verse: The words of my transgressions are far from my salvation
     By the prayers...
Verse: O my God, I cry in the day time, but thou hearest not;
     By the prayers...
Verse: But thou, the praise of Israel, dwellest in the sanctuary. 
     By the prayers...
Verse: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever...
     By the prayers...
The Second Antiphon Tone 2 [Psalm 73].
Verse: God, why hast thou cast us off for ever?
     Save us, O Son of God, Thou who wast crucified in the flesh, who sing to Thee 

          Alleluia.
Verse: Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old.
     Save us, O Son of God...
Verse: This is mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt.
     Save us, O Son of God...
Verse: God is our King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth.
     Save us, O Son of God...
Verse: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever...
     O only-begotten Son and Word of God...
The Third Antiphon Tone 5 [Psalm 67, 117].
Verse: The LORD reigneth; let the people rage.
     Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance, granting them victory over 

           their enemies; And by Thy Cross, do Thou, protect Thy commonwealth.
Verse: He sitteth upon the cherubims; let the earth be moved.
     Save, O Lord, Thy people...
Verse: The LORD is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people.
     Save, O Lord, Thy people...
Verse: Let them give thanks to thy great name; for it is fearful and holy.
     Save, O Lord, Thy people...

Introit at the Little Entrance

Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool; for He is holy. Save us, O Son of God, Thou who wast crucified in the flesh, who sing to Thee Alleluia.

Prokhimenon. Tone 6. [Psalm 27].
Verse: Exalt ye the Lord our God,
Verse: The LORD reigneth; let the people rage.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
1 Corinthians 1:18-24

Brethren, the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1. [Psalm 88]
Verse: Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old.
Verse: God is our King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth.

(Communion Anthem [Psalm 4]
The light of Thy countenance is marked upon us. Alleluia. 

 
15. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy and Greatmartyr  Nicetas the 

           Goth. 

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.
Colossians 1:24-29, 2: 1

Brethren, now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you.

 

  Saturday after the Exaltation of the Cross

Prokhimenon. Tone 6. [Psalm 31].
Verse: Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous.

Verse: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29

Brethren, ye see your calling, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

    

Sunday after the Exaltation of the Cross

Prokhimenon and Alleluia in the Tone of the Week

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 2:16-20

Brethren, knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ: neverthless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

  
16. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr 

             Euphemia. 

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 6:1-10

Brethren, as workers together with God, we beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4. [Psalm 39]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse:  He set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.

20. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Eustathius 

            [Placidus], his wife Theopiste and their Sons Agapius and Theopistus.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 15]
Verse: The saints that are in His land the Lord hath magnified.,
Verse: I have set the LORD always before me.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33].
Verse: The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth them out of them 

          all.

22. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Phoca.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 1:8-18

My Child Timothy, Be not thou ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well. 

  
23. On this day commemoration is made of: The Conception of the Holy Prophet and 

           Forerunner John the Baptist.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galations. 

Galatians 4:22-27

Brethren, Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

          Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 

          God. 
 24. On this day commemoration is made of: The Remembrance of the Miracle at 
              Kythera of the Icon of the Mother of God of  'The Myrtle Tree'; The Holy 
              Greatmartyr and Equal to the Apostles Thecla; Our Holy father Silouan the 
              Athonite.
 

For the Mother of God
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians. 
Philippians 2:5-11

Brethren, let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

    

For St. Thecla

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
 Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
 Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.
2 Timothy 3:10-15

My child Timothy, thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

 

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2. [Psalm 39]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse:  He set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.

   
26. On this day commemoration is made of:  The Translation of the holy Apostle and 

            Evangelist John the Theologian. 
Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the First General Epistle of St. John. 

1 John 4:12-19

No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved us.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].

Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

   
27. On this day commemoration is made of: The Holy Marty Callistratus.      

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.       
  
28. On this day commemoration is made of: Our Holy father Chariton the 

           Confessor.     

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 6 [Psalm 111].
Verse: Blessded is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: His righteousness endureth for ever.

 

  
29. On this day commemoration is made of: Our Holy father Kyriacos the recluse. 

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 6 [Psalm 111].
Verse: Blessded is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: His righteousness endureth for ever.     
  
30. On this day commemoration is made of: The Holy Hieromartyr Gregorius, Bishop 

           of Great Armenia     

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 16:13-24

Brethren, watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let all your things be done with charity. I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth. I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. For they have refreshed my spirit and your's: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such. The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house. All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an holy kiss. The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand. If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

The Month of October

1. On this day commemoration is made of: The Protection of the Holy Mother of God 

        and Ever-Virgin Mary; The Holy Apostle Ananias; Our Holy father Romanus the 

        Melodist. 

 

For the Mother of God

Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Luke 1] 
Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Verse:  For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews

Hebrews 9:1-7

Brethren, the first covenant had ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 6 [Psalm 44].
Verse: Hearken, O daughter, and consider.
Verse: The rich among the people of the land shall intreat thy favour.

 

 For the holy Apostle Ananias

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 9:10-19

In those days, there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. And when he had received meat, he was strengthened.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.         

 

2. On this day commemoration is made of: The Hieromartyr Cyprian
 Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?
The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

1 Timothy 1:12-17

My child Timothy, I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion. 

3. On this day commemoration is made of: The Holy Hieromartyr Dionysius the 

          Areopagite. 

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 17:16-34

In those days, while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean. (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter. So Paul departed from among them. Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion. 

6. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Thomas.
Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

 

7. On this day commemoration is made of: the holy Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 11: 33-40, 12: 1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. 
8. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy mother Pelagia.
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 5: 8-19

Brethren, walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord. 

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle James, Son of Alphaeus 

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 

10. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Eulampius and 

             Eulampia

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:28-39

Brethren, we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

11. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Philip, one of the 

              Seven Deacons.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 8:26-39

In those days, the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

 

Sunday of the Holy Fathers 

 

On the 11th of this Month, if it be a Sunday,  or the following Sunday thereafter, 
       commemoration is made of the 350 holy fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council.
 At the Liturgy the following Apostle is read.

 

Prokhimenon: Tone 4. Song of the Three Children.
Verse: Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers.
Verse: For thou art righteous in all the things that thou hast done to us.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus.

Titus 3:8-15

My child Titus, this is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain. A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself. When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter. Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them. And let our's also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful. All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 43, 33].
Verse: O God, we have heard with our ears.
Verse: The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth. 

12. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Probus, Tarachus and 
              Andronicus.
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

13. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Carpus, Papylus, 

             Agathodorus and Agathoniki.

 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

14. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Nazarius, Gervasius, 

             Protasius and Celsius.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

15. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Lucian, Prince of 

              Antioch.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 1:8-18

My child Timothy, be not thou ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

 

16. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Longinus the Centurion.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

17. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Hosea; The holy 

              Ascetic Martyr Andrew of Crete 

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 11: 33-40, 12: 1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. 

18. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.

Colossians 4:5-11

Brethren, walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellowservant in the Lord: Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he might know your estate, and comfort your hearts; With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They shall make known unto you all things which are done here. Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him;) And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me. Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you. Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house. And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it. The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].

Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

 

19. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Joel.
The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 2:14-21 

In those days, Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. But this is that  which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

20. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Artemius;
              Our holy mother Matrona; Our holy father Gerasimus the New Ascetic. 

 

For the Greatmartyr Artemius

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

 

For St. Gerasimus

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 6 [Psalm 111].
Verse: Blessded is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: His righteousness endureth for ever.

21. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Hilarion the Great.
 Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 9:6-11

Brethren, he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 96, 111].
Verse: Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.

Verse: He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor.

 

22. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Abercius, Equal to the

              Apostles, Bishop of Hierapolis; The Seven Holy Children of Ephesus. 

For St. Abercius

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

 

For the Seven Holy Children

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 11: 33-40, 12: 1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.  

 

23. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle James, the Lord’s 

              Brother and First Bishop of Jerusalem

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 1:11-19

Brethren, I certify you that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints. 

24. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Arethas and those 

             with him.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 15]
Verse: The saints that are in His land the Lord hath magnified.,
Verse: I have set the LORD always before me. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 11: 33-40, 12: 1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. 

25. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Marcian and 

              Martyrius.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 15]
Verse: The saints that are in His land the Lord hath magnified.,
Verse: I have set the LORD always before me.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.
Colossians 3:4-11

Brethren, when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

 

26. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr  Demetrius.
Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

           Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 

          God.

 

The Month of November

1. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy wonderworkers and selfless

         physicians Cosmas and Damian.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 15]
Verse: The saints that are in His land the Lord hath magnified.,
Verse: I have set the LORD always before me.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 12:27-13:8

Brethren, ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 132].
Verse: Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

Verse: For there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

         

 2. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Acyndinus and those with 

          him.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 12:1-10

Brethren, seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.

 

3. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Akepsimus, Joseph and 

       Aethalas; The Dedication of the temple of the Holy Greatmartyr George at Lydda, that 

       is the translation of his relics.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 2:4-10

Brethren, God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

  

4. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Joannicius the 

        Great; The Hieromartyrs Nicander, Bishop of Myra, and Hermas the Priest.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.
The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 9:6-11

Brethren, he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 6 [Psalm 111].
Verse: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: His righteousness endureth for ever.

 

5. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Galaction and Episteme.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:32-38

Brethren, call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith.

 

6. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Paul the Confessor, Patriarch of 

       Constantinople.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

 Hebrews 8:1-6

Brethren, We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer. For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law: Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

 7. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy 33 Martyrs of Melitine; 

        Our holy father Lazarus of Mount Galesius.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 11: 33-40, 12: 1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.

 

8. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Archangel Michael and all the 

        Bodiless Powers. 

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 83].
Verse: Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire.
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, thou art very great.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 2:2-10

Brethren, if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 148].
Verse: Praise ye the Lord from the heavens.
Verse: Praise ye him, all his angels.

 

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Onesiphorus and 

        Porphyrius; Our holy mother Matrona; St Nectarius, Bishop of Pentapolis.

 

For the Holy Martyrs.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:32-38

Brethren, call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith.

 

 For St. Nectarius

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians.

Ephesians 5:8-19

Brethren, walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.
 

10. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostles Olympas,

               Erastus, Quartus, Herodion, Sosipater and Tertius of the Seventy.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

 1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

 

11. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Menas; The holy 

            Martyrs Victor and Vincent; Our holy father Theodore the Studite.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33]
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but out of them all the Lord will deliver 
         them. 

 

12. On this day commemoration is made of: St. John the Merciful; Our holy father

            Nilus.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us? 

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 9:6-11

Brethren, he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 96, 111].
Verse: Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.

Verse: He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor.

 

13. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Chrysostom, Patriarch of   

           Constantinople.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 1. [Psalm 48]
Verse: My mouth shall speak of wisdom: and the meditation of my heart shall be of 

          understanding.
Verse: Hear this, all ye people.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 36].
Verse: The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom,

Verse: The law of his God is in his heart.

 

14. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Phillip
Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

 1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].

Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

 

15. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs and Confessors Gurias, 

         Samonas and Abibus.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 

16. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

 1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

 

Or the following Apostle reading.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.

Romans 10:11-21,11: 1-2

Brethren, the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me. But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.  

 

17. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Gregory the Wonderworker, Bishop of

           Neocaesarea.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us? 

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

Brethren, the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

 

18. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Plato and Romanus.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

  

 20. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Proclus, Patriarch of Constantinople; 

             Our holy father Gregory of Decapolis.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

 

21. On this day commemoration is made of: The Entry of the Most Holy Mother of 

           God into the Temple.

Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Luke 1] 
Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
Verse: For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 9:1-7

Brethren, the first covenant had ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 6 [Psalm 44].
Verse: Hearken, O daughter, and consider.
Verse: The rich among the people of the land shall intreat thy favour. 
 

22. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Philemon and those with

            him.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to Philemon.

Philemon 1:1-25

Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer, And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house: Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers, Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient, Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me: Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels: Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel: But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly. For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord? If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself. If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account; I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides. Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord. Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say. But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you. There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus; Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].

Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

  

23. On this day commemoration is made of:   St. Gregory, Bishop of  Agrigentum; 

           St. Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:7-16

Brethren, Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.                                            

 

24. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyrs Clement of Rome 

           and Peter of Alexandria.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 115].
Verse: I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.

Verse: What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians.

Philippians 3:20-21, 4:1-3

Brethren, our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord. And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 6 [Psalm 131, 43].
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

Verse: O God, we have heard with our ears. 

 

25. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Catherine: The holy

            Martyr Mercurius.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5

Brethren, before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1. [Psalm 39]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse:  He set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.

    

26. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy fathers Alypius the Stylite and 

           Stylianus of Paphlagonia

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

 

27. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr James the Persian.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

 

28. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Stephen the New; The 

            holy Martyr Irenarchus.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 1:8-18

My child Timothy, Be not thou ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.

 

29. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Paramon and 

           Philoumen.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:14-21

Brethren,as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

 

30. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Andrew the First-

             called.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

The Month of December

1. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Nahum
The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 14:20-25

Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men. In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth.

         

2. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Habakkuk.
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.

Romans 11:2-12

Brethren, know ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel saying, Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?
 3. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Zephaniah. 
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.

Romans 10:11-21,11: 1-2

Brethren, the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me. But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.  

 

4. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Barbara; Our holy 

         father John Damascene.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.

Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5

Brethren, before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1. [Psalm 39]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse:  He set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.

 

5. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Sabbas the Sanctified.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 111].
Verse: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: His righteousness endureth for ever.

 

6. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop

         of Myra in Lycia.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:17-21

Brethren, Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly. But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner. Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

 7. On this day commemoration is made of: St Ambrose, Bishop of  Mediolanum 

          (Milan).

 Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.
The reading is from the 2nd Epistle of St. Paul to the Thessalonians.
2 Thessalonians 2:13-17, 3:1-5

Brethren, we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.

 

8. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Patapius
The reading is from the 2nd Epistle of St. Paul to the Thessalonians.
2 Thessalonians 2:13-17, 3:1-5

Brethren, we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.

 

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The Conception of the Progenitor of God 

         Anna.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galations. 

Galatians 4:22-27

Brethren, Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.

 

10. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes 

             and Eugraphus.  

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 

11. On this day commemoration is made of: Daniel the Stylite.
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 

Sunday of the Holy Forefathers  
On the 11th of this Month, if it be a Sunday, or the following Sunday thereafter, commemoration is made of the  holy Forefathers of   our Lord Jesus Christ. At the Liturgy the following Apostle is read.

 

Prokhimenon: Tone 4. Song of the Three Children.
Verse: Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers.
Verse: For thou art righteous in all the things that thou hast done to us.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.
Colossians 3:4-11

Brethren, when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 8 [Psalm 98, 33]
Verse: Moses and Aaron among his priests.
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
 

12. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Spyridon the Wonderworker, Bishop 

             of Trimythounta in Cyprus.

  Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians.

Ephesians 5:8-19

Brethren, walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

 

13. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Eustratius,  Auxentius, 

             Eugene, Mardarius and Orestes. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 

14. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, 

            Callinicus, Philemon, Apollonius and Arrian.

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 

15. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Eleutherius.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy. 

2 Timothy 1:8-18

My child Timothy, Be not thou ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

 

16. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Modestus, Archbishop of Jerusalem.
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

 

17. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Daniel and the Three 

            Holy Children Ananias, Azarias and Misael; St Dionysius Archbishop of Aegina.

 

For the Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Children.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 11: 33-40, 12: 1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.

 

For St. Dionysius

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 13:7-16

Brethren, remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

 

20. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Ignatius the 

            Godbearer.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:32-38

Brethren, call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.  

 

22. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Anastasia the 

            Poison-curer.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5

Brethren, before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

  

 Saturday before the Nativity of Christ 

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 3:8-12

Brethren, the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.

 

 

Sunday before the Nativity of Christ

Prokhimenon: Tone 4. Song of the Three Children.
Verse: Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers.
Verse: For thou art righteous in all the things that thou hast done to us.

  The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 11:9-10,32-40

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.

      
Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 43, 33].
Verse: O God, we have heard with our ears.
Verse: The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth.                      

  

24. The Eve of the Nativity of Christ.
Apostles for the Royal Hours 

on the Eve of the Nativity of Christ

 First Hour

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 1:1-12

Brethren, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high: Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

 

 Third Hour 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5

Brethren, before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

 Sixth Hour

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 1:10-2:3

In the beginning Thou, Lord, hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him.

 

 Ninth Hour

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 2:11-18

Brethren, both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

  

At the Divine Liturgy of Vespers 

Prokhimenon. Tone 4 ( Psalm 2)
Verse: The LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
Verse: Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 1:1-12

Brethren, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high: Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 8 [Psalm 109].
Verse: The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 

           enemies thy footstool.
Verse: The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion.

 

25. The Nativity according to the flesh of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

 At the Liturgy

The First Antiphon Tone 2 [Psalm 110]. 
Verse: I will praise thee,O Lord,  with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and 

          in the congregation.
     By the prayers of the Mother of God, Saviour, save us.
Verse: The works of the LORD are great, they are sought out according to all his purposes.
     By the prayers...
Verse: His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever. 
     By the prayers...
Verse: Holy and fearful is his name.
     By the prayers...
Verse: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever...
     By the prayers...
The Second Antiphon Tone 2 [Psalm 111].
Verse: Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his 

          commandments.
     Save us, O Son of God, who of the Virgin art born, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

Verse: His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright shall be blessed. 
     Save us, O Son of God...
Verse: Glory and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness endureth for ever.
     Save us, O Son of God...

Verse: Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, full of 

          compassion, and righteous.
     Save us, O Son of God...
Verse: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever...
     O only-begotten Son and Word of God...
The Third Antiphon Tone 5 [Psalm 67, 117].
Verse: The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies 

           thy footstool. 

     Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone upon the world with the light of 

           knowledge: for thereby they who adored the stars through a star were taught to 

           worship Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee the Dayspring from on 

            high. O Lord, glory to Thee.  
 Verse: He  The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst 

           of thine enemies.
     Thy Nativity, O Christ our God...
Verse: With thee is dominion in the day of thy power: in the splendours of thy saints.

     Thy Nativity, O Christ our God... 

Introit at the Little Entrance

I have begotten Thee from the womb before the morning. The Lord sware, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec.

Save us, O Son of God, who of the Virgin art born, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8 ( Psalm 65)
Verse: Let all the earth worship thee, and sing unto thee. 
Verse: Shout unto the Lord, all the earth.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.

Galatians 4:4-7

Brethren, when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1 [Psalm 18].
Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.
Verse: Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 

Communion Anthem [Psalm 110]
The Lord hath sent deliverance unto his people. Alleluia.

 
26. The General Commemoration of the Most Holy Mother of God
Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Luke 1] 
Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
Verse: For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 2:11-18

Brethren, both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 6 [Psalm 131, 44].
Verse: Arise, O LORD, into thy rest.
Verse: Hearken, O daughter, and consider. 

 

27. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon 

             Stephen.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 6: 8-15, 7: 1-5, 47-60

In those days, Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council, And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law: For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us. And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. Then said the high priest, Are these things so? And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. But Solomon built him an house. Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? Hath not my hand made all these things? Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and  murderers: Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

 

29. On this day commemoration is made of: The 14,000 holy Infants killed by Herod 

             in Bethlehem.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.

Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 2:11-18

Brethren, both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

  

Saturday after the Nativity of Christ

Prokhimenon. Tone 4 ( Psalm 44)
Verse:  I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations.

Verse: Hearken, O daughter, and consider. 

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.
1 Timothy 6:11-16

My child Timothy, follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 

Alleluia [3].  Tone 8 [Psalm 131].
Verse:  Arise, O Lord, into thy rest.

Verse:  The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; He will not turn from it.

 

 Sunday after the Nativity of Christ

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.

Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 1:11-19

Brethren, I certify you that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse:  Lord, remember David, and all his meekness.

Verse: The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; He will not turn from it.

 

 Saturday before Theophany

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.

1 Timothy 3:13-16, 4:1-5

My child Timothy, they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

  

Sunday before Theophany

 Prokhimenon. Tone 6. [Psalm 27].
Verse: Save, O Lord, Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance:
Verse: Unto thee will I cry, O Lord, my God.
The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.

2 Timothy 4:5-8

My child Timothy, watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 4 [Psalm 66].
Verse:  God be merciful unto us, and bless us.

Verse:  And cause His face to shine upon us and have mercy upon us. 

The Month of January

1. On this day commemoration is made of: The Circumcision according to the flesh of 

         our Lord Jesus Christ; St. Basil the Great.

Prokhimenon. Tone 1. [Psalm 48]
Verse: My mouth shall speak of wisdom: and the meditation of my heart shall be of 

          understanding.
Verse: Hear this, all ye people.

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.

Colossians 2:8-12

Brethren, beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 8 [Psalm 79, 36].
Verse: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel.

Verse: The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom.  

         

2. On this day commemoration is made of:  St. Sylvester, Pope of Rome; Our holy 

         father Seraphim of Sarov. 

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 5:4-10

Brethren, no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.

 

4. On this day commemoration is made of: The Assembly of the Seventy Apostles.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 

 

5. The Eve of Theophany
Apostle readings for the Royal Hours

 on the Eve of Theophany

 First Hour

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles

Acts of the Apostles 13:25-32

In those days, as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that I am? I am not he. But, behold, there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose. Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him. And though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. But God raised him from the dead: And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people. And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again.

  

Third Hour

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Acts 19:1-8

In those days, it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. And all the men were about twelve. And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.
  

Sixth Hour

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 6:3-11

Brethren, as many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

  

Ninth Hour

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus.

Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7

My child Titus, the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

 

 

At the Divine Liturgy of Vespers 

Prokhimenon. Tone 3 ( Psalm 26)
Verse: The Lord is my light and my Saviour.
Verse: The Lord is the defender of my life.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

1 Corinthians 9:19-27

Brethren,  though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 6 [Psalm 44].
Verse:  My heart is inditing a good matter.

Verse: Thou art fairer than the children of men.

  

At the Great Sanctification of the Waters

Prokhimenon. Tone 3 ( Psalm 26)
Verse: The Lord is my light and my Saviour.
Verse: The Lord is the defender of my life.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

1 Corinthians 10:1-4

Brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 6 [Psalm 44].

Verse:  My heart is inditing a good matter.

Verse: Thou art fairer than the children of men.

 

6. The Holy Theophany of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

At the Liturgy

The First Antiphon Tone 2 [Psalm 113]. 

Verse: When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange 

           language.
     By the prayers of the Mother of God, Saviour, save us.
Verse: Judah was his sanctuary.
     By the prayers...
Verse: The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back. 
     By the prayers...
Verse: What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven 

           back?.
     By the prayers...
Verse: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever...
     By the prayers...
The Second Antiphon Tone 2 [Psalm 114].
Verse: I am well pleased, for the Lord will hearken to the voice of my supplication.
     Save us, O Son of God, who was baptized in the Jordan by John, who sing to Thee, 

           alleluia.

Verse: He hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. 
     Save us, O Son of God...
Verse: The sorrows of death compassed me, and the dangers of hell took hold of me.
     Save us, O Son of God...
Verse: Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful. 
     Save us, O Son of God...
Verse: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever...
     O only-begotten Son and Word of God...
The Third Antiphon Tone 5 [Psalm 117].
Verse: O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever.

     When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was 

            made manifest. For the voice of the Father bore witness unto Thee, calling Thee the 

            beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed His word as sure and 

            steadfast. O Christ our God who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory to 

            Thee.

Verse: Let the house of Israel now say that He is good, for his mercy endureth for ever.

     When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan..
Verse: Let the house of Aaron now say that He is good, for his mercy endureth for ever.
     When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan...

Verse: Let them now that fear the Lord say that He is good, for his mercy endureth forever.

     When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan...

Introit at the Little Entrance

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. God is the Lord and hath appeared 

    unto us.

Save us, O Son of God, who was baptized in the Jordan by John, who sing to Thee, 

 alleluia.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4 ( Psalm 117)
Verse: Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Verse: O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus.

Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7

My child Titus, the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1 [Psalm 28].
Verse: Bring unto the Lord, ye sons of God, bring unto the Lord glory and honour.
Verse: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.

Communion Anthem [Titus: 2-11]
The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Alleluia.

 

7. On this day commemoration is made of: The Glorious Prophet and 

          Forerunner John the Baptist.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Acts 19:1-8

In those days, it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. And all the men were about twelve. And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.
Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like  a cedar in 

           Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Polyeuctus.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.

Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 43, 33].
Verse: O God, we have heard with our ears.
Verse: The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth.   

 

10. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 

Ephesians 4:7-13

Brethren, unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

11. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Theodosius the 

             Cenobiarch.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:7-16

Brethren, Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 111].
Verse: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: His righteousness endureth for ever.

  

Saturday after Theophany

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous.
Verse: Blessed is they whose transgressions are forgiven.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 6 [Psalm 64, 101].
Verse: Blessed are they whom Thou choosest, and causest to approach unto Thee.

Verse: And their remembrance from generation to generation.

  

 Sunday after Theophany 

Prokhimenon. Tone 1. [Psalm 32]
Verse: Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.

Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 

Ephesians 4:7-13

Brethren, unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 5 [Psalm 88].
Verse: I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, for ever.

Verse: For Thou hast said, Mercy shall be built up for ever.

 

14. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy fathers, the Martyrs of Sinai and 

             Raithu.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:32-38

Brethren, call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith.

 

15. On this day commemoration is made of: Paul of Thebes and John Kalyvites.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

 

16. On this day commemoration is made of: The Veneration of the Chains of the holy 

             Apostle Peter.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 12:1-11

Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the LORD hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.

 

17. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Anthony the Great.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:17-21

Brethren, Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly. But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner. Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 111].
Verse: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: His righteousness endureth for ever. 

18. On this day commemoration is made of: Sts. Athanasius and Cyril, Patriarchs of 

             Alexandria.

Prokhimenon: Tone 4. Song of the Three Children.
Verse: Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers.
Verse: For thou art righteous in all the things that thou hast done to us.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:7-16

Brethren, Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 43, 33].
Verse: O God, we have heard with our ears.
Verse: The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth. 

 

19. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Macarius of Egypt.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.
 

20. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Euthymius the Great.
 Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 111].

Verse: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: He will  delight greatly in his commandments. 

21. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Maximus the Confessor.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians.
Philippians 1:12-20

Brethren, I would ye should understand that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the gospel. What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, According to my earnest expectation and my hope.

 

22. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Timothy; The holy 

             Martyr Anastasius the Persian.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 1:3-9

My child Timothy, I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day; Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints. 

23. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Clement, Bishop of 

             Ancyra; The holy Martyr Agathangelos.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians.

Philippians 3:20-21, 4:1-3

Brethren, our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord. And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.

 

24. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy Mother Xenia.
The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

 

25. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop 

             of Constantinople.

Prokhimenon. Tone 1. [Psalm 48]
Verse: My mouth shall speak of wisdom: and the meditation of my heart shall be of 

           understanding.
Verse: Hear this, all ye people.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 77].
Verse: Give ear, O my people, to my law.

Verse: I will open my mouth in parables. 

27. On this day commemoration is made of: The Translation of the Relics of St. John 

             Chrysostom.

Prokhimenon. Tone 1. [Psalm 48]
Verse: My mouth shall speak of wisdom: and the meditation of my heart shall be of 

          understanding.
Verse: Hear this, all ye people.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 36].
Verse: The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom,

Verse: The law of his God is in his heart.                                                     

 

28. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Ephraim the Syrian.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

29. On this day commemoration is made of: The Translation of the Relics of the holy 

             Hieromartyr Ignatius the Godbearer.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:32-38

Brethren, call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith.

 

30. On this day commemoration is made of: The Three Great Hierarchs, Basil the 

             Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: Their voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:7-16

Brethren, Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints. 

31. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Wonderworkers and Selfless 

             Physicians Cyrus and John 

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 15]
Verse: The saints that are in His land the Lord hath magnified.,
Verse: I have set the LORD always before me.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 12:27-13:8

Brethren, ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 132].
Verse: Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

Verse: For there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

The Month of February

1. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Tryphon.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 15, 67]
Verse: The saints that are in His land the Lord hath magnified.,
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:28-39

Brethren, we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

           Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 

          God.

 

             

2. The Meeting of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Luke 1] 
Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
Verse: For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:7-17

Brethren, without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him. If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Ode of Symeon Luke 2].
Verse: Lord, now lettest Thy servant depart in peace.
Verse: A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

3. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy and Righteous Symeon, the Host of God; The holy Prophetess Anna.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 9:11-14

Brethren, Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 7 [Psalm 96, 111].
Verse: Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.

Verse: He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor. 

 

6. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

  

8. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Theodore Stratelates.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 2:4-10

Brethren, God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33, 111]
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
Verse: Blessded is the man that feareth the Lord.  

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Nicephorus.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians.

Ephesians 5:8-19

Brethren, walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.
 Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33, 111]
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
Verse: Blessded is the man that feareth the Lord.  

 

10. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Charalambus.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

 

11. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Blaise, Bishop of 

             Sebaste.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 4: 14-16, 5: 1-6

Brethren, seeing we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity. And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

15. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Onesimus. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to Philemon.

Philemon 1:1-25

Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer, And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house: Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers, Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient, Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me: Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels: Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel: But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly. For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord? If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself. If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account; I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides. Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord. Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say. But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you. There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus; Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

 

17. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Theodore of Tyro.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

          Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 

          God.

23. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Polycarp, Bishop 

              of Smyrna.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 

Ephesians 4:7-13

Brethren, unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.

 

24. On this day commemoration is made of: The First and Second Findings of the 

             Head of St. John the Baptist 
 Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.
The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

          Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 

          God.

  

26. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Porphyrius, Bishop of Gaza.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:17-21

Brethren, Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly. But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner. Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

 

The Month of March

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Forty Martyrs of Sebaste.

Prokhimenon. Tone 5. [Psalm 11].
Verse: Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and shalt preserve us.

Verse:  Save me, O Lord, for the godly man ceaseth. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 12:1-10

Brethren, seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 65].
Verse: Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
Verse: For thou, O God, hast proved us.

  

25. The Annunciation of the Most Holy Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary.

Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Luke 1] 
Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Verse:  For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 2:11-18

Brethren, both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 71].
Verse: He shall come down as rain upon a fleece: and as drops falling upon the earth.
Verse: Let His name be blessed forever.
 

 26. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Archangel Gabriel.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 2:2-10

Brethren, if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

  

30. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father John Climacus, Author of 

             the Ladder.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33, 111]
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.

Verse: Blessded is the man that feareth the Lord.

The Month of April

1. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy mother Mary of Egypt.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5

Brethren, before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1. [Psalm 39]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse:  He set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.           

 

10. On this day commemoration is made of: The Hieromartyr Gregory V, Patriarch of 

             Constantinople.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

 

23. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr George, the 

             Victory-bearer.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God. 

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 12:1-11

Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the LORD hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

          Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 

          God.

 

25. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the First General Epistle of St. Peter.
1 Peter 5:6-14 

Brethren, Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand. The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son. Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].

Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints. 

29. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostles Jason and Sosipater.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 

30. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle James, the brother of 

             John the Theologian.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 12:1-11

Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the LORD hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

The Month of May

1. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Jeremiah.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Thessalonians.
1 Thessalonians 2:14-20

Brethren, ye became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men: Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost. But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire. Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us. For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy.  

         

 2. On this day commemoration is made of: The Translation of the Relics of St. 

           Athanasius the Great.

Prokhimenon: Tone 4. Song of the Three Children.
Verse: Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers.
Verse: For thou art righteous in all the things that thou hast done to us.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:7-16

Brethren, Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 1 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion. 

7. On this day commemoration is made of: The appearing of the Precious Cross over 

         Jerusalem.

Prokhimenon. Tone 6. [Psalm 27].
Verse: Save, O Lord,  Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance:

Verse: Unto thee will I cry, O Lord, my God.

The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Acts of the Apostles 26: 1, 12-20

In those days, King Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself: Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1 [Psalm 73].
Verse: Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old.
Verse: For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth.

 

8. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle and Evangelist John the 

         Theologian.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the First General Epistle of St. John.

1 John 1:1-7

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 88].

Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints. 

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Isaiah.

  The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Thessalonians.
1 Thessalonians 2:14-20

Brethren, ye became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men: Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost. But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire. Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us. For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy. 

10. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Simon the Zealot. 

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.
 

11. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Mocius.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.
Colossians 3:12-16

Brethren, put on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

15. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Pachomius the Great: St. 

             Achillius, Bishop of Larissa.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

 

20. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Thaleleus.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:28-39

Brethren, we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

21. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy and equal to the Apostles 

             Emperor Constantine and Empress Helen.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: Their voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Acts of the Apostles 26: 1, 12-20

In those days, King Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself: Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

Verse: For my hand shall support him. 

 

24. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Symeon of the

             Wonderful Mountain.

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.
Colossians 3:12-16

Brethren, put on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

25. On this day commemoration is made of: The Third Finding of the Head of St. 

              John the Baptist.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

 

26. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Carpus of the Seventy.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

29. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Theodosia.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5

Brethren, before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

 The Month of June

2. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Nicephorus the Confessor, Patriarch 

           of Constantinople.

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
 Hebrews 8:1-6

Brethren, We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer. For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law: Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.

   

4. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Metrophanes, Archbishop of 

         Constantinople.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

 

8. On this day commemoration is made of: The Translation of the Relics of 

         the holy Greatmartyr Theodore Stratelates. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 2:4-10

Brethren, God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

9. On this day commemoration is made of: St. Cyril of Alexandria.
 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

11. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostles Bartholomew and 

             Barnabas.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 11:19-30

In those days, the Apostles which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the LORD Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord. Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.  Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

 

12. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy fathers Onouphius and Peter the 

             Athonite.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:14-21

Brethren, as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

 

14. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Elisha; St Methodius, 

             Patriarch of Constantinople. 

For the Prophet.

The Reading is from the General Epistle of St. James.

James 5:10-20

Brethren, take the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation. Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

  

For St. Methodius.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 5:4-10

Brethren, no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.

 

17. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Manuel, Sabel and 

             Ishmael.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

19. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Jude, the Lord’s 

             Brother.

There are two Readings for St. Jude.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the General Epistle of St. Jude.
Jude 1:1-10

Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied. Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.

  The reading is from the General Epistle of St. Jude.
Jude 11-25

Dearly beloved, woe unto the ungodly! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And of some have compassion, making a difference: And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 88].

Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

 

24. On this day commemoration is made of: The Nativity of the holy Prophet and 

             Forerunner John the Baptist.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans 
Romans 13:11-14:4

Brethren, now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. 

Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Ode of Zacharias. Luke 1].
Verse: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.

Verse: And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest.
 

25. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Fevronia.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:32-38

Brethren, call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith. 

Alleluia [3]. Tone 1. [Psalm 39]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.

Verse:  He set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. 

26. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father David of Thessalonica.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

 

27. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Sampson the Hospitable.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 9:6-11

Brethren, he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

 

28. On this day commemoration is made of: The translation of the Relics of the holy 

             Selfless Physicians Cyrus and John.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

Brethren, the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 

29. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy and All-Glorious Apostles Peter 

             and Paul.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 18].
Verse: Their voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

2 Corinthians 11:21-12:9

Brethren, whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold also. Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not. In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me: And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands. It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints. 

30. On this day commemoration is made of: The Assembly of the holy and All-

             Glorious Twelve Apostles. 
 Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 18].
Verse: Their voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 

Alleluia [3].  Tone 2 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

The Month of July

1. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Wonderworkers and Selfless 

         Physicians Cosmas and Damian.

 The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 12:27-13:8

Brethren, ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth.

        

  2. On this day commemoration is made of: The Deposition of the Robe of the Most 

           Holy  Mother of God in the Blachernae Church of Constantinople.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 9:1-7

Brethren, the first covenant had ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people. 

4. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Andrew of Crete.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

 

8. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Procopius.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.
1 Timothy 4:9-15

My child Timothy, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe. These things command and teach. Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Pancratius, Bishop of 

         Taormina.

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 149]
 Verse: The saints shall rejoice in glory
 Verse: Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Brethren, such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 

Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion. 

11. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Euphemia. 

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
2 Corinthians 6:1-10

Brethren, as workers together with God, we beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

13. On this day commemoration is made of: The Archangel Gabriel.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 2:2-10

Brethren, if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

 

Sunday of the Holy Fathers 

 

On the 13th of this Month, if it be a Sunday,  or the following Sunday thereafter, commemoration is made of the holy fathers of the Sixth Ecumenical Council. At the Liturgy the following Apostle is read.

 

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 31].
Verse: Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous.
Verse: Blessed is they whose transgressions are forgiven.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus.

Titus 3:8-15

My child Titus, this is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain. A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself. When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter. Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them. And let our's also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful. All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 43].
Verse: O God, we have heard with our ears.
Verse: Thou hast saved us from them that afflicted us.  

14. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Aquila.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Brethren, God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.
 

15. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Cerycus and Julitta.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.
The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

 1 Corinthians 13:11-13

Brethren, when I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy. For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. I would that ye all spake with tongues but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33]
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but out of them all the Lord will deliver 

          them.  

17. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Marina.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5

Brethren, before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

 

18. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Emilian.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:28-39

Brethren, we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

20. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Elias. 
 Prokhimenon. Tone 1. [Psalm 109]
Verse: Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
Verse: The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 

           thine enemies thy footstool. 

The Reading is from the General Epistle of St. James.

James 5:10-20

Brethren, take the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation. Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 8 [Psalm 98, 33]
Verse: Moses and Aaron among his priests.
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them. 

21. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy fathers Symeon and John.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 39, 33]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth them out of them 

          all.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
1 Corinthians 3: 18-23

Brethren, let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are your's; Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are your's; And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.

Alleluia [3].  Tone 6 [Psalm 111].

Verse: Blessded is the man that feareth the Lord.

Verse: His righteousness endureth for ever. 

22. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Myrrhbearer and Equal to the 

             Apostles Mary Magdalene; The holy Martyr Marcella. 
Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 9:2-12

Brethren, the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. Mine answer to them that do examine me is this, Have we not power to eat and to drink? Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.

Alleluia. Tone 4. [Psalm 39, 33]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth them out of them 

           all. 

24. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr Christina.

The reading is from the 2nd Epistle of St. Paul to the Thessalonians.
2 Thessalonians 2:13-17, 3:1-5

Brethren, we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.

 

25. On this day commemoration is made of: The Dormition of St. Anna, the mother of 

             the Most holy Mother of God.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galations. 

Galatians 4:22-27

Brethren, Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.

 Alleluia. Tone 4. [Psalm 39, 33]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth them out of 
          them all.

 

26. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Hieromartyr Hermolaus; The 

             holy Martyr Paraskeva.

 

For St. Hermolaus.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 7 ( Psalm 115)
Verse: What shall we render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward us?

Verse: I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people. 

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.

1 Timothy 3:13-16, 4:1-5

My child Timothy, they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 131].
Verse: Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.
Verse: For the Lord hath chosen Zion.
For St. Paraskeva.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.

Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5

Brethren, before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 1. [Psalm 39]
Verse:  I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.
Verse:  He set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.
 
27. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Greatmartyr and Healer 

              Panteleimon. 

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

28. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostles Prochorus, Nicanor, 

             Timon, Parmenas.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.
Acts 6:1-7
In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints. 

29. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Callinicus.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:28-39

Brethren, we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.      

                                           

                                       

31. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy and Righteous  Eudocimus.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:14-21

Brethren,as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

The Month of August

1. On this day commemoration is made of: The Procession of the Precious Cross; The 

        holy Seven Maccabees, their mother Solomonia and their teacher Eleazar the Priest.

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 11: 33-40, 12: 1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.

  

  2. On this day commemoration is made of: The Translation of the relics of  the holy 

           Protomartyr Stephen.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 6: 8-15, 7: 1-5, 47-60

In those days, Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council, And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law: For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us. And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. Then said the high priest, Are these things so? And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. But Solomon built him an house. Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? Hath not my hand made all these things? Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and  murderers: Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

3. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy fathers Isaac, Dalmatus and 

       Faustus.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

 5. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Eusignius.

The reading is from the First General Epistle of St. Peter.
1 Peter 1: 1-25, 2: 1-10

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

 

6. The Transfiguration of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 103].
Verse:  O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all. 

Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The reading is from the Second General Epistle of St. Peter.

2 Peter 1:10-19

Brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance. For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 8 [Psalm 88, 143].
Verse: The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine.
Verse: Blessed is the people, whose God is the LORD.

 Communion Anthem [Psalm 88]
We shall walk, O Lord, in the light of the glory of thy countenance: and in thy name shall  rejoice forever. 
 
7. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Dometius.

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy. 

2 Timothy 1:8-18

My child Timothy, Be not thou ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.

 

9. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostle Matthias.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 1: 12-17, 21-26         
In those days, the Apostles returned unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said,  (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,) Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.

Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

 10. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Laurence the 

             Archdeacon. 

The reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-10

My child Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

11. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyr Euplus the Deacon. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.
Romans 8:28-39

Brethren, we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

13. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Maximus the Confessor. 

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 

15. The Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary.
 Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Luke 1] 
Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Verse:  For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians. 

Philippians 2:5-11

Brethren, let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 8 [Psalm 131].
Verse:  Arise, O Lord, into thy rest.

Verse:  The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; He will not turn from it. 
16. On this day commemoration is made of: Translation of the Holy Mandylion.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 4. [Psalm 68].
Verse: Turn not away thy face from thy servant.

Verse: The salvation of thy countenance, O God, has helped me. 

The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy.

1 Timothy 3:13-16, 4:1-5

My child Timothy, they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 4 [Psalm 64].
Verse:  Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion.

Verse:  We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house. 

18. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Florus and Laurus.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians.
Colossians 1:24-29, 2: 1

Brethren, now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you.

Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33, 111]
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
Verse: Blessded is the man that feareth the Lord. 

20. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Prophet Samuel.

 Prokhimenon. Tone 1. [Psalm 109]
Verse: Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
Verse: The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 
           thine enemies thy footstool. 
The reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians 14:20-25

Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men. In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 8 [Psalm 98, 33]
Verse: Moses and Aaron among his priests.
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
 

25. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Apostles Bartholomew and 

            Titus.

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 18].
Verse: His voice is gone out into all the earth.

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus.

Titus 1:1-5, 2:15, 3:1-2, 3:12-15

Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour; To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee. Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work, To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men. When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter. Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them. And let our's also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful. All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 1 [Psalm 88].
Verse: The heavens shall declare Thy wonders, O Lord.
Verse: God is glorified in the assembly of the saints.

 

26. On this day commemoration is made of: The holy Martyrs Adrian and Natalia. 

Prokhimenon. Tone 8. [Psalm 67]
Verse: God is wonderful in His saints.
Verse: Bless ye God in the congregations.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:32-38

Brethren, call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith.

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 4 [Psalm 33]
Verse: The righteous cried, and the Lord hearken unto them.
Verse: Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but out of them all the Lord will deliver 

         them. 
 

27. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Pimen the Great; The holy 

            Martyr Phanourius.

 For St. Pimen.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

 

For St. Phanourius.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 6:10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

28. On this day commemoration is made of: Our holy father Moses the Ethiopian.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-6:2

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

 29. On this day commemoration is made of: The Beheading of the holy Prophet and 

              Forerunner John the Baptist. 

Prokhimenon. Tone 7. [Psalm 63].
Verse: The righteous shall be glad in the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.

The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts of the Apostles 13:25-33

In those days, as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that I am? I am not he. But, behold, there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose. Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him. And though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. But God raised him from the dead: And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people. And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again;

 Alleluia [3]. Tone 2 [Psalm 91].
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 

           Lebanon.
Verse: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 

           God.

 

31. On this day commemoration is made of: The Deposition of the Girdle of the Most 

            Holy Mother of God. 
Prokhimenon. Tone 3. [Luke 1] 
Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Verse:  For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden.

 The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.
Hebrews 9:1-7

Brethren, the first covenant had ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people.

 Alleluia [3].  Tone 8 [Psalm 131].
Verse:  Arise, O Lord, into thy rest.

Verse:  The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; He will not turn from it.
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