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HOW TO USE THE HANDBOOK

     The Choir’s Handbook for the Divine Services is to be used together in accord with the corresponding Hieratikon for Priests. Different colours are used for easy use. 

RED IN CAPITAL LETTERS are used to specify who says what e.g. PRIEST, DEACON, CHOIR, READER.
Red lower case are used for giving directions on what to do or other information that might be useful to the Priest or Choir or where options are given e.g. city [monastery], or our Archbishop [name] etc.

The words in the services that are spoken or sung are in  black print beginning with the first letter in large or small Blue or large or small Green.

Those said by the Priest or the Deacon begin with Blue.
Those said by the choir or the reader begin with Green.

The word Trisagion means thrice holy. In the Divine Liturgy the choir sing the Thriceholy Hymn before the reading of the Apostle and is there named Thriceholy. Elsewhere when the Trisagion is recited it means the prayers starting with the Trisagion and ending with the Lord’s Prayer as written below.

O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us. (3)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, world without end. Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us; O Lord, cleanse us from our sins; O Master, pardon our transgressions; O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy Name’s sake.

Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [3]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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TRANSLATED AND COMPILED BY 

FATHER CHRISTOPHER KLITOU

THE NINTH HOUR

PRIEST
Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

READER: Amen.
PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O our God, glory be to Thee.
O heavenly King and Comforter, Spirit of truth, which art in all places and fillest all things; Treasure of goodness and Giver of life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from all that defileth. And save our souls, O Thou who art good.
READER
O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us. (3)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, world without end. Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us; O Lord, cleanse us from our sins; O Master, pardon our transgressions; O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy Name’s sake.

Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [3]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

PRIEST

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

READER: Amen.
Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [12]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

O come, let us worship and bow down before our King and our God.

O come, let us worship and bow down before Christ our King and our God.

O come, let us worship and bow down before the very Christ our King and our God.
PSALM 83 [84]

How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah. Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them. Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools. They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God. O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah. Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed. For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.

PSALM 84 [85]
Lord, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. Selah. Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger. Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease. Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations? Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee? Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation. I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly. Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land. Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven. Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; and our land shall yield her increase. Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps.

PSALM 85 [86]

Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy. Preserve my soul; for I am holy: O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee. Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto thee daily. Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications. In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me. Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any works like unto thy works. All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name. For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God alone. Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name. I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore. For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell. O God, the proud are risen against me, and the assemblies of violent men have sought after my soul; and have not set thee before them. But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; give thy strength unto thy servant, and save the son of thine handmaid. Shew me a token for good; that they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed: because thou, LORD, hast holpen me, and comforted me.

And again:

Shew me a token for good; that they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed: because thou, LORD, hast holpen me, and comforted me.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O God. [3]
Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [3]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
Then the Apolytikion [Troparion] of the day

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.
O Thou, O Good One, who for us was born of a Virgin and didst suffer crucifixion, and by death didst destroy death, and as God didst reveal resurrection: Despise not those whom Thou hast created with Thine own hand. Show forth Thy love for mankind, O Merciful. Accept the intercessions of the Mother of God who gave Thee birth, and save, O Saviour, a people in despair.

For Thy holy Name’s sake, do not utterly forsake us, and dispel not Thy covenant, and take not Thy mercy from us, for the sake of Abraham, beloved of Thee, and for the sake of Isaac, Thy servant, and  of Israel, Thy holy one. 

Trisagion…

PRIEST: For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory…

READER: Amen.

Then the Kontakion of the day. And immediately 

Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [40]
Prayer of the Hours.
O Thou, who at all times and every hour, art worshipped and glorified, Christ our God, who art long-suffering, plenteous in mercy and ever-compassionate, who lovest the righteous and hast mercy upon sinners, who callest all to salvation through the promise of the blessings to come: Do Thou, O Lord, at this very hour accept our supplications, and direct our lives in the way of Thy commandments. Sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, correct our reasoning, cleanse our thoughts: and deliver us from all affliction, evil and pain. Compass us about with Thy holy angels, that being guarded and guided by their interposition, we mat attain unto the unity of the faith, and to the knowledge of Thine unapproachable glory: For blessed art Thou, unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Kyrie eleison (3) Glory… Now…

More honourable than the cherubim and past compare more glorious than the seraphim, who inviolate didst bear God the Word, very Mother of God, thee we magnify.

In the name of the Lord, Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause His face to shine upon us and have mercy upon us.

GREAT VESPERS

After the Dismissal of the Ninth Hour the Priest shall say:
PRIEST

Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

READER: Amen.

O come, let us worship and bow down before our King and our God.

O come, let us worship and bow down before Christ our King and our God.

O come, let us worship and bow down before the very Christ our King and our God.
THE INTRODUCTORY PSALM 103 [104]

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, Thou art very great; Thou hast clothed Thyself with praise and honour: who dost robe Thyself with light as a garment; spreading out the heavens as a curtain. Who covers His chambers with waters; who makes the clouds his chariots: who walks on the wings of the wind. Who makes His angels spirits, and His ministers a flaming fire. Who establishes the earth on her sure foundation: it shall not be moved forever. The deep, as it were a garment, is His covering: the waters shall stand on the hills. At Thy rebuke they shall flee; at the voice of Thy thunder they shall be alarmed. They go up to the mountains, and down to the plains, to the place which Thou hast founded for them. Thou hast set a bound which they shall not pass, neither shall they turn again to cover the earth. He sends forth His fountains among the valleys: the waters shall run between the mountains. They shall give drink to all the wild beasts of the field: the wild asses shall take of them to quench their thirst. By them shall the birds of the sky lodge: they shall utter a voice out of the midst of the rocks. He waters the mountains from His chambers: the earth shall be satisfied with the fruit of thy works. He makes grass to grow for the cattle, the green herb for the service of men, to bring bread out of the earth; and wine makes glad the heart of man, to make his face cheerful with oil: and bread strengthens man’s heart. The trees of the plain shall be full of sap; even the cedars of Lebanon which He has planted. There the sparrows will build their nests; and the house of the heron takes the lead among them. The high mountains are a refuge for the stags, and the rock for the rabbits. He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knows his going down. Thou didst make darkness, and it was night; in it all the wild beasts of the forest will be abroad: even young lions roaring for prey, and to seek meat for themselves from God. The sun arises, and they shall be gathered together, and shall lie down in their dens. Man shall go forth to his work, and to his labour till evening. How great are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou wrought them all: the earth is filled with Thy creation. So is this great and wide sea: there are things creeping innumerable, small animals and great. There go the ships; and this dragon whom Thou hast made to play in it. All wait upon Thee, to give them food in due season. When Thou hast given it them, they will gather it; and when Thou hast opened Thine hand, they shall be filled with good. But when Thou hast turned away Thy face, they shall be troubled: Thou wilt take away their breath, and they shall fail, and return to their dust. Thou shalt send forth Thy Spirit, and they shall be created; and Thou shalt renew the face of the earth. Let the glory of the Lord be for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in His works; who looks upon the earth, and makes it tremble; who touches the mountains, and they smoke. I will sing to the Lord while I live; I will sing praise to my God while I exist. Let my meditation be sweet to Him: and I will rejoice in the Lord. Let the sinners fail from off the earth, and transgressors, so that they shall be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The sun knows his going down, Thou didst make darkness, and it was night.

How great are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou wrought them all.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O God. [3]
Our hope, glory be to Thee, O Lord.

And the Deacon shall say the Great Litany:

In peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
For the peace from on high…

For the peace and union...
For this holy temple…
For our Archbishop  …

For this city [or monastery or village]…
For fair seasons…
For them that travel by land…
That we may be delivered…

Succour, save, have mercy…

Mindful of our Most Holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For unto Thee belong all glory….
CHOIR: Amen.
In monasteries there now follows the reading of the 1st Kathisma from the Psalter. If the feast is for a celebrating saint, then only the first reading of the 1st Kathisma is read; after which the Deacon shall say the short litany.

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy…

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thine is the might…

CHOIR: Amen.

And the choir shall sing psalm 140 [141] “Lord, I cry unto Thee” in the tone of the week or the tone of the first hymn of the Feast.

Lord, I cry unto Thee: make haste unto me. Make haste unto me, O Lord. Lord, I cry unto Thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto Thee. Make haste unto me, O Lord.

Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Make haste unto me, O Lord.

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.

Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practice wicked works with men that work iniquity, and let me not eat of their dainties.     Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness; and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil. Which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities.

When their judges are overthrown in stormy places, they shall hear my words; for they are sweet.

Our bones are scattered at the grave’s mouth, as when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth.

But mine eyes are unto Thee, O God the Lord: in Thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute.

Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity.

Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.

PSALM 141 [142]
I cried unto the Lord with my voice; with my voice unto the Lord did I make my supplication.

I poured out my complaint before Him; I shewed before Him my trouble.

When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then Thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me.

I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.

I cried unto Thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living.

Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from my persecutors; for they are stronger that I.

And then the following as verses before the appointed hymns according to the number to be sung.
10

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name.
The righteous shall compass me about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me

8

PSALM 129 [130]                                      
Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord. Lord hear my voice.

Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.

6
If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared.

I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in His word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord.

4
More than they watch for the morning: I say, more than they watch for the morning. Let Israel hope in the Lord.

For with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption. And He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

2

PSALM 116 [117]   

O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people.

For His merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
And the Choir shall sing the appointed hymn for the Glory.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.
And the Choir shall sing the Theotokion: on Saturdays in the tone of the week, on other Feasts in the tone of the Glory.

The Priest and Deacon shall now make the Entrance with the censer. 

DEACON: Wisdom. Stand steadfast.

And the choir shall sing the Evening Hymn “O Gladsome light”, but if there be two or more priests then they shall sing the hymn and the choir shall take up the last line “Wherefore the world glorifies Thee”. 

O Gladsome light of the holy glory, of the Immortal Father, heavenly, holy, blessed, Jesus Christ. As we approach the setting of the sun, and see the evening light, we hymn Thee, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God.

Meet it is at all times for Thee to be praised by righteous voices, O Son of God, the Giver of life. Wherefore the world glorifies Thee.

DEACON: The evening prokhimenon.

And the choir shall sing the evening prokhimenon according to the day of the week.

SATURDAY:  Tone 6
The Lord reigneth, He is clothed with majesty.
The Lord is clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself.

The world also is stablished, that it shall not be moved.

SUNDAY:  Tone 8
Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord.

Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the house of our God.

MONDAY:  Tone 4
The Lord will hear me when I cry unto Him.

When I called upon Thee, Thou didst hear me, O God of my righteousness.

TUESDAY:  Tone 1
Thy mercy, O Lord, shall follow me all the days of my life.

The Lord is my shepherd, therefore shall I lack nothing.

WEDNESDAY:  Tone 5
Save me, O God, by Thy name, and judge me by Thy might.

O God, hear my prayer, hearken unto the words of my mouth.

THURSDAY:  Tone 6
My help shall come from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

I lifted up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence my help shall come.

FRIDAY:  Tone 7
God, Thou art my defender, Thy mercy shall go before me.

Deliver me from mine enemies, O God, and ransom me from those that rise up against me.

THE GREAT PROKHIMENA OF THE LORD’S FEASTS
Tone 7

Who is so great a God as our God? Thou only art the God that doest wonders. 

Thou hast made known Thy power  among the nations. 

And I said, Now have I begun to understand; this is the change wrought by the right hand of the Most High. 

I remembered the works of the Lord:  for I will remember Thy wonders from the beginning.
Tone 7
Our God is in heaven and on earth: He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased.

When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language; 
The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back. 
What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back?
Then after the prokhimenon, if there are lessons from the Old Testament appointed to be read [normally there are 3 readings commonly called the prophecies], the Reader shall announce the reading and the Deacon shall say before each:

Wisdom. Let us give heed.

If the readings are from the New Testament [commonly called the Apostle], he shall say before each:

Let us give heed. Wisdom. Let us give heed.

After the readings the Deacon shall say the following petitions:
Let us all say with our whole soul…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
O Almighty Lord, God of our fathers…

Have mercy upon us, O God…

Again we pray for our Archbishop…

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace…

Again we pray for the blessed…

Again we pray for them that strive…

PRIEST: For Thou art a merciful God…

CHOIR: Amen.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this evening without sin. Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy name for evermore. Amen.

O Lord, let Thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in Thee. Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Master: make me to understand Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Holy One: enlighten me with Thy statutes. O Lord, Thy mercy is for ever: despise not the works of Thine hands. Unto Thee is due praise, unto Thee is due song, unto Thee is due glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

DEACON

Let us complete our evening supplication unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy…

That this whole evening may be perfect…

CHOIR: Grant us O Lord. And after each petition.
For an angel of peace, faithful guide…

For pardon and remission of our sins…

For things good and profitable to our souls…

That we may pass the remainder of our lives…

For a Christian ending to our life, painless…

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thou, O God, art good and loving-kind…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.

DEACON: Let us bow down our heads before the Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: O Lord our God, who bows the heavens…
Blessed and glorified is the power of Thy kingdom…

CHOIR: Amen.
The Lity follows when there is an offering of the five loaves; know as the “Breaking of Bread”. [See ‘The Breaking of Bread’ page]. But if there is no offering then the choir shall immediately sing the Aposticha. There are four Aposticha hymns sung on the Resurrection Vespers of Saturday evening. The first is sung without a verse, but the other three are preceded by a verse. On weekdays there are three Aposticha, the first sung without a verse and the other two preceded by a verse.

SATURDAY EVENING VERSES

The Lord reigneth, He is clothed with majesty. The Lord is clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself.

The world also is stablished, that it shall not be moved.

Holiness becomes Thine house, O Lord, for ever.

Feasts of the Lord, the Mother of God, the Precious Cross, the Angels, the Forerunner John the Baptist and many others, have their own special Aposticha verses. If certain Feasts of saints do not mention which verse is to be sung, the following verses may be used according to the rank of the saint.

APOSTLE [S]
His [Their] voice is gone out into all the earth, and his [their] words to the end of the world.

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament sheweth His handywork. 

HIERARCH [S]
My mouth shall speak of wisdom: and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding.

Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy.

HIEROMARTYR [S]
The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: He/They shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

The saints that are in His land, the Lord has magnified.

GREATMARTYR [S]
The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: He/They shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.

MARTYR [S]
God is wonderful in His saints.

The saints that are in His land, the Lord has magnified.

ASCETIC MEN
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth greatly in His commandments.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.

ASCETIC WOMEN

I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me.

He set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.

After the Aposticha the Priest shall say the song of Symeon:

Lord, now lettest Thy servant depart in peace…

READER: Trisagion…

PRIEST: For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory…

CHOIR: Amen.

The choir shall then sing the Apolytikia hymns and the Theotokion.

DEACON: Wisdom. 

PRIEST

Christ our God, the Supreme Being, is blessed always, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen. May the Lord God make firm the holy and undefiled faith of pious Orthodox Christians in this holy Church [monastery], this city [village], and in all Thy world, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRIEST: Most holy Mother of God, save us.
CHOIR: More honourable than the cherubim and past compare more glorious than the seraphim, who inviolate didst bear God
 the Word, very Mother of God, thee we magnify.

PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory be to Thee.

CHOIR: Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen. Kyrie eleison [3]. Holy Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST:
May [He who is risen from the dead] Christ our true God…

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.
GREAT VESPERS AT A VIGIL

If there is a vigil, the Priest shall say:

Glory be to the Holy, Consubstantial, life-giving and undivided Trinity: always, now and for ever: world without end.

READER: Amen.

O come, let us worship... [3]
And the Introductory Psalm:  
Bless the Lord, O my soul. Up to the verse When Thou hast given it them, they will gather it.

And then the Choir shall sing the following verses.

WHEN THOU OPENEST THINE HAND [ΑΝΟΙΞΑΝΤΑΡΙΑ]
 When Thou openest Τhine hand, they are filled with good. Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.
Thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.
Thou sendest forth Τhy spirit, they are created: and Τhou renewest the face of the earth. Glory be to Thee, O Father, glory be to Thee, O Son, glory be to Thee, O Holy Spirit. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.
The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in Ηis works. Glory to Thee, O Holy One, glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee, O heavenly King. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.
He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: Ηe toucheth the hills, and they smoke. Glory be to Thee, O Holy One, glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory  be to  Thee, O heavenly  King,  glory  be to 
Thee, the Holy Spirit. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.

I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being. Glory be to Thee, three-hypostatic Godhead, Father, Son and Spirit. We worship Thee and glorify Thee. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.
My meditation of Ηim shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord. Glory be to Thee O Father eternal, glory be to Thee, O Son co-eternal, glory be to Thee, O Holy Spirit, of the same substance and the same throne. Holy Trinity, glory be to Thee. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.
Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Glory be to Thee O Father, glory be to Thee, O Son, glory be to Thee, O Holy Spirit. Holy Trinity, glory be to Thee. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.

Bless Τhou the Lord, O my soul. The sun knoweth his going down. Thou makest darkness, and it is night. Glory be to Thee, O Heavenly King, glory be to Thee, O Almighty, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.
O Lord, how manifold are Τhy works! in wisdom hast Thou made them all. Glory be to Thee, O Father without beginning, glory be to Thee, O Son begotten, glory be to Thee, O Holy Spirit, who proceedest from the Father and restest in the Son. Holy Trinity, glory be to Thee. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O God. Alleluia.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O our God, glory 
be to Thee, our Lord and our hope, glory be to Thee. 

And the rest of Great Vespers as usual with the order for the Breaking of Bread [see below]. After the blessing of the five loaves the Reader shall recite the following verses from Psalm 33 [34]  

I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him. O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. 
And then the Priest shall sing the verse: 
The rich have become poor and hungry, but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.

The Choir shall repeat the verse twice.
The Priest shall not give the dismissal, but after he says

The blessing of the Lord and His mercy be upon you…
The Choir shall say: Amen.
And if there is a reading for the Feast or the saint from the Lives of the saints, the Reader shall say: 
Master, give the blessing.

PRIEST: Blessed is our God....

READER: Amen. And the reading. After the reading the Reader shall straightway recite the Six Psalms of Mattins.                       

THE BREAKING OF BREAD

If there is a Lity and an offering of the “five loaves”, the order according to the Cypriot tradition is as follows: After the Priest says “Blessed and glorified is the power of the kingdom” and before the Aposticha, the choir, the Six-winged Seraphim, the Cross, the Priest and the Deacon censing the Icon of the Feast and all the people exit the Church from the western doors and make a procession around the Church, the choir all the while singing the hymns of the Lity. On reaching again the western doors, the Icon is held up high and all the people pass under it. Then the Icon is placed on a stand outside the Church [or inside in its customary place] and the Deacon says the following prayers:

Save, O God, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Again we pray for all pious and Orthodox Christians.

Again we pray for our Archbishop…

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace…

Again we pray for the preservation of this holy temple…

Again we pray that the Lord our God hear…

PRIEST: Hear us, O God and our Saviour…
For Thou art a merciful God…

CHOIR: Amen.
PRIEST: Peace unto all.
CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.
DEACON: Let us bow our heads before the Lord.
CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.
PRIESTO most merciful Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, our God…

While the Priest and the people venerate and kiss the Icon of the Feast, the choir sing the following troparia:

TONE 2

Accept, O Lord, the supplications of us sinners, as Thou didst accept Abel’s gifts, Abraham’s sacrifice and Peter’s repentance, the publican’s sigh of sorrow and the harlot’s tears, the incense of the myrrhbearing women, the thief’s confession when Thou was upon the Cross, and hear us that pray to Thee.

The rage of Thy wrath, do Thou transform into peace and save Thy world, O Thou who alone art good and lovest mankind.

Hail, Mary, Mother of God, the indestructible temple, or rather holy, as the Prophet cries: Thy Temple is holy, Thou art wonderful in righteousness.

All my hope I entrust unto thee, O Mother of God, do thou keep me safe under thy shelter.

And then the Aposticha. On completion of the Aposticha, the Priest shall say the song of Symeon:

Lord, now lettest Thy servant depart in peace…

READER: Trisagion…

PRIEST: For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory…

CHOIR: Amen.

The choir shall then sing the Apolytikia hymns. The choir shall not sing the Theotokion, but the Priest, taking up the censer, shall sing “Now and for ever” whilst proceeding to the customary table whereupon the five loaves have been placed. The Deacon shall stand opposite the Priest holding an Icon of the Mother of God and a lighted candle. The Priest shall then cense around the table singing:

O Virgin Mother of God, hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb;

And the choir shall take up the last line of the hymn saying:
For thou gavest birth to the Saviour of our souls.

DEACON: Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST: O Lord, Jesus Christ our God, who didst bless the five loaves in the wilderness…

For Thou art He that blesses and sanctifies all things…

CHOIR: Amen.
Then taking one of the loaves, the Priest shall make with it the sign of the Cross over the other four. Then having, both he and the Deacon, kissed the loaf, he shall offer it to the person who made the offering. All the while he shall sing the following verse from Psalm 33 [34].
The rich have become poor and hungry, but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.

The choir repeat the verse twice and then sing the Dismissal:
Blessed be the Name of the Lord, from this time forth and for evermore. (3)
DEACON: Let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST: The blessing of the Lord and His mercy be upon you…

CHOIR: Amen.
PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory be to Thee.

CHOIR: Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen. Kyrie eleison [3]. Holy Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST

May [He who is risen from the dead] Christ our true God…
CHOIR: 

May the Lord God make firm the holy and undefiled faith of pious Orthodox Christians in this holy Church [monastery], this city [village], and in all Thy world, for ever and ever. Amen.

Eternal be the memory of the blessed and ever-memorable founders of this holy Church [monastery] and of all Orthodox Christians. 

PRIEST
By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.

THE MEMORIAL SERVICE AT THE

END OF VESPERS

PRIEST

Together with the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest to the soul[s] of Thy servant[s], O Saviour; and preserve it [them] in that life of blessedness near to thee, O Lover of mankind.

CHOIR

In the place of Thy rest, O Lord, where all the saints repose, give rest also to the soul[s] of Thy servant[s], for Thou only art Immortal.

PRIEST
Glory to the Father, and to the Son. And to the Holy Spirit. 

Thou art our God, who didst descend into Hades, and didst loose the pains of those held captive: do Thou also give rest to the soul[s] of Thy servant[s], O Saviour.

CHOIR
Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

O Virgin, who alone art pure and immaculate, and didst mystically bring forth God, intercede for the salvation of the soul[s] of thy servant[s].

PRIEST
Have mercy upon us, O God... 

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST

Again we pray for the repose of the soul[s]... 

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.

PRIEST

Let the Lord God establish his [her, their] soul[s]...  

CHOIR: Grant us, O Lord.

PRIEST

O God of all spirits and of every flesh... 

For Thou art the resurrection, the life and the repose...  

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST

Everlasting be thy [your] memory, O our brother [sister, brethren], who art worthy of blessedness and eternal memory. [3]
CHOIR

Everlasting be the memory, everlasting be the memory, everlasting be his [her, their] memory.        

VESPERS ON ORDINARY DAYS 
WITHOUT ENTRANCE

After the Dismissal of the Ninth Hour the Priest shall say:

 PRIEST
Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

 READER: Amen.

O come, let us worship and bow down [3] 
THE INTRODUCTORY PSALM 103 [104]

Bless the Lord, O my soul. [See Great Vespers] 
And the rest as Great Vepers up to the singing of the “Glory... Now and for ever...”  of the verses “Lord I have cried”
After the “Glory... Now and for ever...” the Priest shall not make the Entrance, but the Choir shall straightway sing the Evening Hymn: 

O Gladsome light of the holy glory, of the Immortal Father, heavenly, holy, blessed, Jesus Christ. As we approach the setting of the sun, and see the evening light, we hymn Thee, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God.

Meet it is at all times for Thee to be praised by righteous voices, O Son of God, the Giver of life. Wherefore the world glorifies Thee.

And the choir shall sing the evening prokhimenon according to the day of the week. [See Great Vespers]
And after the Evening Hymn the following prayer:
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this evening without sin. Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy name for evermore. Amen.

O Lord, let Thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in Thee. Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Master: make me to understand Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Holy One: enlighten me with Thy statutes. O Lord, Thy mercy is for ever: despise not the works of Thine hands. Unto Thee is due praise, unto Thee is due song, unto Thee is due glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

 DEACON

Let us complete our supplication unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy…

That this whole evening may be perfect…

CHOIR: Grant us O Lord. And after each petition.
For an angel of peace, faithful guide…

For pardon and remission of our sins…

For things good and profitable to our souls…

That we may pass the remainder of our lives…

For a Christian ending to our life, painless…

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thou, O God, art good and loving-kind…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.

DEACON: Let us bow down our heads before the Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: O Lord our God, who bows the heavens…
Blessed and glorified is the power of Thy kingdom…

CHOIR: Amen.
The choir shall now sing the Aposticha with the following verses. 
1) Unto Thee have I lifted up mine eyes, O Thou that dwellest in heaven. Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hands of their masters, as the eyes of the handmaiden look unto the hands of her mistress, so do our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until He take pity upon us.

2) Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we are utterly humiliated. Let shame come on them that prosper, and abasement on the proud.  
After the Aposticha, the Priest shall say the song of Symeon:

Lord, now lettest Thy servant depart in peace…

READER: Trisagion…

PRIEST: For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory…

CHOIR: Amen.

 The choir shall then sing the Apolytikia hymns and the Theotokion and the Priest shall say: 
Let us all say with our whole soul…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
O Almighty Lord, God of our fathers…

Have mercy upon us, O God…

Again we pray for our Archbishop…

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace…

Again we pray for the blessed…

Again we pray for them that strive…

PRIEST: For Thou art a merciful God…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Wisdom. 
Christ our God, the Supreme Being...
CHOIR

May the Lord God make firm...
PRIEST: Most holy Mother of God, save us.
CHOIR: More honourable than the cherubim...
PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory be to Thee.

CHOIR: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever... Kyrie eleison [3]. Holy Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST
May Christ our true God, by the prayers...
By the prayers of our holy fathers...
CHOIR: Amen.  
SMALL VESPERS

Note that Small Vespers is sung only if there is to be an all-night Vigil. As with vespers on ordinary days the Holy doors remain closed throughout the whole service.
After the ninth hour, the Priest shall make a lowly reverence before the Bishop’s throne shall then vest himself with only the epitrakhelion and say:
Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

And after saying Amen, the Reader shall read the introductory psalm. 

Then 

Kyrie eleison [3]  Glory be to the Father....  Now and for ever....
 And immediately the choir shall sing, “Lord I have cried”... and Let my prayer be set forth before Thee...  The rest of the verses shall be omitted up to the verse More than they watch for the morning: and the Choir shall sing 4 verses with the appointed hymns for the day and the Glory... Now and for ever.
At the Glory… Now… the Priest shall not make the entrance but straight after the Reader shall recite the evening hymn “O Gladsome light”, followed by the prokhimenon of the day. And straightway the evening prayer “Vouchsafe O Lord”. 
The choir shall now sing the Aposticha and after the Aposticha the  Reader  

shall say the “Song of Symeon”:
Lord, now lettest Thy servant depart in peace...

After the Trisagion and the Lord’s Prayer, the Priest shall say:

For Thine is the kingdom, the power...

CHOIR: Amen.
The choir shall then sing the Apolytikion  and the Theotokion and the Priest shall say:

Wisdom.  And the rest of the Dismissal as of Great Vespers
SUNDAY VESPERS OF GREAT LENT
After the Dismissal of the Ninth Hour the Priest shall say:

PRIEST

Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

READER: Amen.

O come, let us worship... [3]
And the Introductory Psalm:  

Bless the Lord, O my soul...

 After the introductory psalm, the  Deacon shall say the Great litany.
In peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. [And after each petition]
For the peace from on high...

For the peace and union of the whole world...

For this holy temple...

For our Archbishop [Name]...

For this city [village, monastery]...

For fair seasons and the abundance...

For them that travel by land...

That we may be deliver from...

Succour, save, have mercy...

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled...

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For unto Thee belong all glory...

CHOIR: Amen.

And immediately the choir shall sing “Lord I have cried”. 

And the Choir shall sing 10 verses with the appointed hymns. 4 in the Tone of the week [found at the back of the Triodion], 3 from the Triodion [on the day], and 3 from the Menaion. 

Glory... Now and for ever... the Theotokion from the Menaion. 

The Priest and Deacon shall now make the Entrance with the censer. 

Wisdom. Stand steadfast.

And the Choir shall sing the Evening Hymn “O Gladsome light”,
And the choir shall sing the  Great Prokhimenon 4 times as follows:

ON CHEESEWEEK SUNDAY AND THE

 2nd AND 4th SUNDAYS OF LENT
Tone 8
Turn not away Thy face from Thy servant, for I am in trouble; hear me speedily: hearken unto my soul, and deliver it.

1) Let Thy salvation, O God, succour me.

2) Let the poor see it and be glad.

3) Turn not away Thy face from Thy servant, for I am in trouble.

ON THE 1st, 3rd, AND 5th SUNDAYS OF LENT
Tone 8

O Lord, Thou hast given an inheritance to them that fear Thy Name.

1) From the ends of the earth have I cried unto Thee.

2) I will take refuge under the shadow of Thy wings.

3) So will I sing praises unto Thy Name for ever.

The Deacon shall say the following petitions:
Let us all say with our whole soul…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
O Almighty Lord, God of our fathers…

Have mercy upon us, O God…

Again we pray for our Archbishop…

PRIEST: For Thou art a merciful God…

CHOIR: Amen.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this evening without sin...

DEACON 

Let us complete our supplication unto the Lord.

Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us O God, by Thy grace.

That this whole evening may be perfect...

 CHOIR: Grant us O Lord. And after each petition
For an angel of peace, faithful guide...

For pardon and remission of our sins...

For things good and profitable to our souls...

That we may pass the remainder of our lives...

For a Christian ending to our life...

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled...

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST

For Thou, O God, art good and loving-kind...

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.
Let us bow down our heads before the Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST

O Lord our God, who bows the heavens...

Blessed and glorified is the power...

CHOIR: Amen.

The choir shall now sing the  penitential hymn from the Triodion twice.

Then the following verse.  

1) Unto Thee have I lifted up mine eyes, O Thou that dwellest in heaven. Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hands of their masters, as the eyes of the handmaiden look unto the hands of her mistress, so do our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until He take pity upon us.
And again the penitential hymn

2) Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we are utterly humiliated. Let shame come on them that prosper, and abasement on the proud.  
And the hymn to the Martyrs.
Glory be to the Father.... Now and for ever....
And the Theotokion 
PRIEST: Lord, now lettest Thy servant depart in peace...

READER: The Trisagion

After the Trisagion and the Lord’s Prayer, the Priest shall say:

For Thine is the kingdom, the power...

CHOIR: Amen.
The choir shall then sing the following hymns. All the people shall make a prostration at each hymn except for the last.
O Virgin Mother of God, hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb; for thou gavest birth to the Saviour of our souls.

O Baptist of Christ, be mindful of us all, that we may be delivered from our iniquities: for unto thee is given grace to pray for us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Pray for us, holy Apostles and all saints, that we may be delivered from peril and afflictions: for ye are our fervent advocates before the Saviour.
Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Beneath thy tender mercy we take refuge, O Mother of God: despise not our supplications in distress, but deliver us from peril, for thou alone art pure, thou alone art blessed.

Kyrie eleison. [40] Glory be to the Father...  now and for ever...
More honourable than the cherubim...
In the name of the Lord, Father give the blessing
PRIEST 
Christ our God, the Supreme Being, is blessed always, now and for ever: world without end.

O heavenly King, uphold our faithful rulers, strengthen the faith, calm the nations, give peace to the world. Preserve this city [village, monastery], grant to our fathers and brethren that they may dwell with the righteous, and accept us in repentance and confession: for Thou art good and lovest mankind.
And the Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian with three prostrations.

O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of sloth, despondency, lust for power, and vain words.
But the spirit of integrity, humility, patience and love, grant unto me Thy servant.

Yea, O Lord and King, grant me awareness of my own sins and let me not judge my brother: for blessed  art Thou for ever and ever. Amen. 

Then 12 prostrations and again:
Yea, O Lord and King, grant me awareness of my own sins and let me not judge my brother: for blessed  art Thou for ever and ever. Amen. 

PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory be to Thee.

CHOIR: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever... Kyrie eleison [3]. Holy Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST
May Christ our true God, by the prayers...

CHOIR

Tone 2
To all who in faith come unto thee, thou dost give protection, O Good One, with thy mighty hand, for we sinners have no other as our unwavering, mediator with our God, in dangers and sorrows, we who have been burdened down with our abundant sins, Mother of our God in the Highest. Wherefore do thou rescue thy servants, who fall down before thee, from adversities. 

PRIEST
By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR:Amen.

DAILY VESPERS OF GREAT LENT
After the Dismissal of the Ninth Hour the Priest shall say:

PRIEST

Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

READER: Amen.

O come, let us worship... [3]
And the Introductory Psalm:  

Bless the Lord, O my soul...

 After the introductory psalm, the  Priest shall say the Great litany.
PRIEST: For unto Thee belong all glory...

CHOIR: Amen.

And immediately the choir shall sing “Lord I have cried”. 

And the Choir shall sing 6 verses with the appointed hymns. 3 from the Triodion, and 3 from the Menaion. 

Glory... Now and for ever... the Theotokion from the Menaion. 

 And the Reader  shall recite the Evening Hymn “O Gladsome light”,
And the choir shall sing the Prokhimenon of the day. And straightway the Reader shall read the Old Testament readings. 

First reading: The reading is from the Book of Genesis 

PRIEST: Wisdom. Let us give heed.

Second reading: The reading is from the Book of Proverbs 
PRIEST: Wisdom. Let us give heed.

READER

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this evening without sin...

PRIEST
Let us complete our supplication unto the Lord.

Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us O God, by Thy grace.

That this whole evening may be perfect...

 CHOIR: Grant us O Lord. And after each petition
For an angel of peace, faithful guide...

For pardon and remission of our sins...

For things good and profitable to our souls...

That we may pass the remainder of our lives...

For a Christian ending to our life...

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled...

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST

For Thou, O God, art good and loving-kind...

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.
Let us bow down our heads before the Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST

O Lord our God, who bows the heavens...

Blessed and glorified is the power...

CHOIR: Amen.

The choir shall now sing the  Aposticha of the day. The first without a verse and the other two preceded by the following verses. 
 1) Unto Thee have I lifted up mine eyes, O Thou that dwellest in heaven. Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hands of their masters, as the eyes of the handmaiden look unto the hands of her mistress, so do our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until He take pity upon us.
2) Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we are utterly humiliated. Let shame come on them that prosper, and abasement on the proud.  
Glory be to the Father.... Now and for ever....
And the Theotokion 
PRIEST: Lord, now lettest Thy servant depart in peace...

READER: The Trisagion

After the Trisagion and the Lord’s Prayer, the Priest shall say:

For Thine is the kingdom, the power...

CHOIR: Amen.
The choir shall then sing the following hymns. All the people shall make a prostration at each hymn except for the last.

O Virgin Mother of God, hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb; for thou gavest birth to the Saviour of our souls.

O Baptist of Christ, be mindful of us all, that we may be delivered from our iniquities: for unto thee is given grace to pray for us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Pray for us, holy Apostles and all saints, that we may be delivered from peril and afflictions: for ye are our fervent advocates before the Saviour.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Beneath thy tender mercy we take refuge, O Mother of God: despise not our supplications in distress, but deliver us from peril, for thou alone art pure, thou alone art blessed.

Kyrie eleison. [40] Glory be to the Father...  now and for ever...

More honourable than the cherubim...

In the name of the Lord, Father give the blessing
PRIEST 
Christ our God, the Supreme Being, is blessed always, now and for ever: world without end.

O heavenly King, uphold our faithful rulers, strengthen the faith, calm the nations, give peace to the world. Preserve this city [village, monastery], grant to our fathers and brethren that they may dwell with the righteous, and accept us in repentance and confession: for Thou art good and lovest mankind.

And the Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian with three prostrations.

O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of sloth, despondency, lust for power, and vain words.

But the spirit of integrity, humility, patience and love, grant unto me Thy servant.

Yea, O Lord and King, grant me awareness of my own sins and let me not judge my brother: for blessed  art Thou for ever and ever. Amen. 

Then 12 prostrations and again:

Yea, O Lord and King, grant me awareness of my own sins and let me not judge my brother: for blessed  art Thou for ever and ever. Amen. 
READER: The Trisagion

After the Trisagion and the Lord’s Prayer, the Priest shall say:

For Thine is the kingdom, the power...

CHOIR: Amen. Kyrie eleison [12]
O most holy Trinity, consubstantial power, undivided Kingship, the cause of all good, be gracious even unto me, a sinner. Confirm and instruct my heart and take away from me every defilement. Enlighten my mind, that I may ever glorify, praise, and worship Thee, saying: One only is Holy, One only is the Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Blessed is the name of the Lord, from this time forth and for evermore. [3] 
Glory be to the Father.... Now and for ever....
 PSALM 33 [34]
I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him. O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. The rich have become poor and hungry, but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.
PSALM 144 [145]

I will extol thee, my God, O King; and will bless thy name for ever and ever. Everyday will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. Great is the Lord, and  greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts. I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. And men  shall speak of the might of thy  terrible  acts:  and  I  will  declare thy greatness. They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness. The Lord is gracious, and full of com​passion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works. All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; to make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down. The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon  him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them. The Lord preserveth all them that love
him: but all the wicked will he destroy. My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.

PRIEST Wisdom 
CHOIR 
Meet it is in very truth to call thee blessed who didst bring forth God, ever blessed and most pure, and Mother of our God.

PRIEST: Most holy Mother of God, save us.

CHOIR
More honourable than the cherubim and past compare more glorious than the seraphim, who inviolate didst bear God the Word, very Mother of God, thee we magnify.

PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory be to Thee.

CHOIR: Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever... Kyrie eleison [3]. Holy Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST
May Christ our true God, by the prayers...

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.

LITTLE COMPLINE

The Priest, making a lowly reverence before the Bishop’s throne shall then vest himself with only the epitrakhelion and say:

Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

READER: Amen.
PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, our God, glory be to Thee.
O heavenly King and Comforter, Spirit of Truth, that art in all places and fillest all things, Treasure of goodness, and Giver of life: come and abide in us; and cleanse us from all that defileth, and save our souls, O Thou who art Good.

READER: Trisagion…

PRIEST

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen. Lord have mercy. [12]
Glory…Now… O come, let us worship… [3]
PSALM 50, [51]
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

PSALM 69 [70]
Make haste, O God, to deliver me, make haste to help me, O Lord. Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul: let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, that desire my hurt. Let them be turned back for a reward of their shame that say, Aha, aha. Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: and let such as love thy salvation say continually, Let God be magnified. But I am poor and needy: make haste unto me, O God: thou art my help and my deliverer; O Lord, make no tarrying.

PSALM 142 [143]

Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness. And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified. For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the ground; he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long dead. Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate. I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy hands. I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. Selah. Hear me speedily, O Lord: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit. Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me. Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness. Quicken me, O Lord, for thy name's sake: for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out of trouble. And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul: for I am thy servant.

And the Reader   shall recite the Small Doxology:

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give      thanks to Thee, for Thy great mercy.

Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; O Lord the Only-  begotten Son Jesus Christ, and Thou O Holy Spirit.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the    world, have mercy upon us, Thou that takest away the sins of the world.

Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest on the right hand of the Father, and have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art Holy, Thou only art the Lord, O Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Everyday I will bless Thee and praise Thy name for ever and ever.

O Lord, Thou hast been our refuge from generation to generation. I said,   Lord have mercy upon me, heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee. 

O Lord, unto Thee have I fled for refuge, teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God.

For with Thee is the fountain of life, and in Thy light shall we see light.

Continue Thy mercy upon those that know Thee.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy name for evermore. Amen.

O Lord, let Thy mercy lighten upon us as our trust is in Thee.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 

Blessed art Thou, O Master: make me to understand Thy statutes.

Blessed art Thou, O Holy One: enlighten me with Thy statutes.

O Lord, Thy mercy is for ever: despise not the works of Thine hands.

To Thee belongeth praise, to Thee belongeth hymns, to Thee belongeth glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

And then the Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He suffered and was buried, and the third day He rose again according to the scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the Prophets.

And in one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

After the Creed, the choir shall sing or recite the canon to the Theotokos or Canon appointed for the day.
And then
Meet it is in very truth to call thee blessed who didst bring forth God, ever blessed and most pure, and Mother of our God.

More honourable than the cherubim and past compare more glorious than the seraphim, who inviolate didst bear God the Word, very Mother of God, thee we magnify.

Trisagion…

PRIEST

For Thine is the kingdom...
CHOIR: Amen.

READER: Troparion of the day or 
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for destitute of all defence, we sinners, O Master, offer unto Thee this prayer. Have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

O Lord, have mercy upon us, for in Thee have we put our trust. Be not altogether wroth with us, neither remember our iniquities, but inasmuch as Thou art merciful, look down upon us even now, and deliver us from our enemies. For Thou art our God and we are Thy people. We all are the work of Thy hands, and we call upon Thy name.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Open the gate of compassion unto us, O blessed Mother of God, so that hoping in thee we shall not fail, but through thee may we be delivered from all adversity; for thou art the salvation of all Christian peoples.

Kyrie eleison. [40]
Prayer of the Hours.
O Thou, who at all times and every hour, art worshipped and glorified, Christ our God, who art long-suffering, plenteous in mercy and ever-compassionate, who lovest the righteous and hast mercy upon sinners, who callest all to salvation through the promise of the blessings to come: Do Thou, O Lord, at this very hour accept our supplications, and direct our lives in the way of Thy commandments. Sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, correct our reasoning, cleanse our thoughts: and deliver us from all affliction, evil and pain. Compass us about with Thy holy angels, that being guarded and guided by their interposition, we mat attain unto the unity of the faith, and to the knowledge of Thine unapproachable glory: For blessed art Thou, unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Kyrie eleison (3) Glory… Now…

More honourable than the cherubim…

In the name of the Lord, Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST

God be merciful unto us, and bless us. May His face shine forth upon us and have mercy upon us.

READER:  
Prayer to The Most Holy Mother of God
By Paul, Monk of the Monastery of Evergetis.
O spotless , undefiled, incorrupt, immaculate, pure Virgin, Lady and Bride of God, who didst by thy glorious birth-giving join God the Word to mankind, and the banished nature of our race didst thou unite with the heavenly. The only hope of the hopeless and the help of the oppressed: the constant help of those who flee to thee, and refuge for all Christians. Despise not me a sinner, abominable and wretched that I am, who has become wholly unprofitable through my shameful thoughts, words and deeds, and by slothful mind am become a slave to the pleasures of life. But as the Mother of God, who loveth mankind, with loving kindness have compassion on me a sinner and prodigal, and accept my supplication offered thee from lips defiled, and with maternal boldness, implore thy Son and our Lord and Master, that He may of His goodness, open unto me also, the bowels of His loving-kindness, and disregarding my countless offences, to direct me towards repentance, and to manifest me as a tried worker of His commandments. And as thou art merciful, compassionate, and loving-kind, do thou be ever present with me: In this life be thou my fervent protector and helper, a fortress guarding me from the assaults of my adversaries. And guide me towards salvation, and at the time of my departure, watch over my wretched soul and drive away from it the dark forms of the evil demons. And on that dread day of judgement, deliver me from the eternal punishment, and manifest me as an heir of the ineffable glory of thy Son and our God. All of which I may obtain, my Lady, and most holy Mother of God, through thy mediation and help. By the grace and love for mankind of thine only-begotten Son, our Lord and God and Saviour, Jesus Christ: to whom belongs all glory, honour and worship, together with His eternal Father and His all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit; now and for ever: world without end. Amen.
 Prayer to Our Lord Jesus Christ
By the Monk Antiochus.
And grant us, O Master, as we go forth to our sleep, rest for body and soul, and preserve us from the dark sleep of sin, and from every dark passion of the night. Calm the assaults of the passions, quench the fiery arrows of the evil one, that are deceitfully cast at us, restrain the insurrection of our flesh and every earthly and material thought do Thou put to rest. And grant us, O God, a watchful mind, chaste thoughts, a sober heart, and a gentle sleep, free from every satanic illusion. And raise us at the hour of prayer established in Thy commandments, and holding steadfast within us the remembrance of Thy judgements. Grant us all the night long to utter Thy praises, that we may hymn, bless and glorify Thy most honourable and majestic Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.  

O most glorious and ever-Virgin blessed Mother of God, commend our prayer to thy Son and our God, and entreat Him, that through thee, He may save our souls. 

The Father is my hope, the Son my refuge, the Holy Spirit my protection: Holy Trinity, glory to Thee.
All my hope I entrust unto thee, O Mother of God, do thou keep me safe under thy shelter.
Hail, thou who art full of grace, all creation rejoices in thee, the assembly of the angels and all the human race. O hallowed temple, mystical paradise, and the glory of maidenhood, of whom God, our God before all worlds, was incarnate and became a child. Thy womb He made His throne and the same He made wider than the heavens. All creation rejoices in thee, O full of grace, glory to thee.
Prayer to the Guardian Angel.

O Holy Angel, guardian of my wretched soul and miserable life. Do not thou forsake me a sinner; neither do thou depart from me because of my intemperance: Give not place to the evil demon to obtain dominion over me by gaining control of this mortal body. Strengthen my wretched and feeble hand and guide me on the path of salvation. Yea, O Holy Angel of God, guardian and protector of my wretched soul and body; forgive me all, however many times I have grieved thee all the days of my life, and whatever sins I have committed this day. Shelter me this night and preserve me from every influence of the adversary: that I may not anger God by any sin. And intercede unto the Lord for me, that He may establish me in His fear, and manifest me as a worthy servant of His goodness. Amen.  
As our victorious leader of triumphant hosts, and our deliverer from evil we thy flock ascribe to thee, songs of thanksgiving O Mother of God. Inasmuch as thou hast invincible might, keep us free from every danger, that we may cry to thee; Hail, O Bride Unwedded.  

Glory… Now… Kyrie eleison [3]
Holy Father give the blessing.

The Priest facing toward the west shall give the Dismissal saying:
May Christ our true God, by the prayers of His most pure and undefiled Mother; of the holy and all-glorious Apostles; of our holy God- bearing fathers; of [name of the saint to whom the Church is dedicated]; and of all the saints, have mercy upon us, and save our souls: For He is good and loving-kind.

And turning to face east and the Icon of Christ he shall say:

Let us pray for the peace of the whole world.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition
For our father and Archbishop [Name] and for all our brethren in Christ,
For our absent fathers and brethren,

For those who minister and have ministered unto us,

For those who hate and love us,

For those who have asked of us sinners to pray for them,

For the deliverance of those held captive,

For the fair sailing of those at sea,

For those who in sickness are bedridden,

Let us pray also for the abundance of the fruits of the earth.

And for all our departed fathers, brethren, and Orthodox Christians everywhere who have fallen asleep.

Let us say for them, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.

And turning to face the people he shall make a lowly reverence and say:

Bless, holy fathers [brethren], forgive me the sinner.

And they shall reply:
May God forgive thee, holy father.       
THE MIDNIGHT OFFICE ON SUNDAYS

The Priest, standing before the Holy Doors [still closed] shall make three lowly reverences saying: O God, be gracious unto me a sinner, and have mercy upon me. Then vesting himself with only the epitrakhelion and shall say:     
Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.
PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, our God, glory be to Thee.
O heavenly King and Comforter, Spirit of Truth, that art in all places and fillest all things, Treasure of goodness, and Giver of life: come and abide in us; and cleanse us from all that defileth, and save our souls, O Thou who art Good.

CHOIR: Trisagion…

PRIEST

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen. Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [12]
Glory…Now… O come, let us worship… [3], Have mercy upon me, O God… [Psalm 50], Canon to the Holy Trinity in the tone of the week, the troparia to the Holy Trinity, Trisagion…

PRIEST

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.
CHOIR: The Ypakoe. Kyrie eleison [40], 

More honourable than the cherubim…

In the name of the Lord, Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST

God be merciful unto us, and bless us. May His face shine forth upon us and have mercy upon us.

Glory be to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory be to Thee.
May [He who is risen from the dead] Christ our true God, by the prayers of His most holy Mother; of the holy and all-glorious Apostles; of our holy God-bearing fathers; of [name of the saint to whom the Church is dedicated]; of [name of saint] to whose memory we dedicate this day; and of all the saints, have mercy upon us, and save our souls: For He is good and loving-kind.

Let us Pray for the peace of the whole world.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition
For our father and Archbishop [name] and for all our brethren in Christ,

For our absent fathers and brethren,

For those who minister and have ministered unto us,

For those who hate and love us,

For those who have asked of us sinners to pray for them,

For the deliverance of those held captive,

For the fair sailing of those at sea,

For those who in sickness are bedridden,

Let us pray also for the abundance of the fruits of the earth.

And for every Orthodox Christian soul.

Let us bless the pious kings.

The Orthodox Hierarchs, the founders of this holy Church.

For our parents and our teachers, and for all our departed fathers, brethren, and Orthodox Christians everywhere who have fallen asleep.

Let us say for them, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.

May He have mercy upon us and save us, for He is good and loving-kind and a merciful God. 

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.

MATTINS ON SUNDAYS AND FEASTS

PRIEST

Blessed is our God always, now and for ever: world without end.

According to an old rubric ordering, which is still observed by some monasteries and in Holy Week, after the Priest has given the blessing, the service has as follows: [For the modern ordering see below].

READER: Amen.

PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O our God, glory be to Thee.
O heavenly King and Comforter, Spirit of truth, which art in all places and fillest all things; Treasure of goodness and Giver of life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from all that defileth. And save our souls, O Thou who art good.
READER
O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us. (3)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, world without end. Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us; O Lord, cleanse us from our sins; O Master, pardon our transgressions; O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy Name’s sake.

Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [3]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

PRIEST

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.

Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [12]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

O come, let us worship and bow down before our King and our God.

O come, let us worship and bow down before Christ our King and our God.

O come, let us worship and bow down before the very Christ our King and our God.

PSALM 19 [20]
The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob defend thee; send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion; remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt offerings; grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy council. We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners: the Lord fulfil all thy petitions. Now know I that the Lord saveth His anointed; He will hear him from His holy heaven with the saving strength of His right hand. Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the Lord our God. They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright. Save, Lord: let the King hear us when we call.

PSALM 20 [21]
The King shall joy in Thy strength, O Lord; and in Thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice! Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips. For Thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness: Thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head. He asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever. His glory is great in Thy salvation: honour and majesty hast Thou laid upon him. For Thou hast made him exceeding glad with Thy countenance. For the king trusteth in the Lord, and through the mercy of the most High he shall not be moved. Thine hand shall find out all Thine enemies: Thy right hand shall find out those that hate Thee. Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of Thine anger: the Lord shall swallow them up in His wrath, and the fire shall devour them. Their fruit shalt Thou destroy from the earth, and their seed from among the children of men. For they intended evil against Thee: they imagined a mischievous device, which they are not able to perform. Therefore shalt Thou make them turn their back, when Thou shalt make ready Thine arrows upon Thy strings against the face of them. Be Thou exalted, Lord, in Thine own strength: so will we sing and praise Thy power.

During the reading of Psalm 19, the Priest censes with the katsiou [a hand held censer]. Today all the above is omitted from the usual daily mattins. After the Priest has given the blessing, the modern ordering has as follows:

READER 

O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us. (3)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, world without end. Amen.
Most Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us; O Lord, cleanse us
from our sins; O Master, pardon our transgressions; O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy Name’s sake.

Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [3]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

PRIEST: For Thine is the kingdom…

READER

Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance,     granting them victory over their enemies; And by Thy Cross, do Thou, protect Thy commonwealth.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Lifted up of Thine own will upon the Cross, do Thou bestow Thy compassions upon the new commonwealth, that bears Thy name, O Christ our God, Make glad with Thy strength, our pious rulers, granting them victory over their enemies; may they have as an alliance, that invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

O formidable and unashamed protector, O good and all praiseworthy Mother of God, despise not our prayers: sustain the Orthodox people: save those whom thou hast charged to rule over us, granting them victory from heaven: for thou didst give birth to God, thou who alone art blessed.

PRIEST: Have mercy upon us, O God…
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [3] And after each petition.
Again we pray for all pious Orthodox Christians.
Again we pray for our Archbishop…
For Thou art a merciful God and a lover of mankind…

CHOIR: Amen. Bless, father, in the name of the Lord.

PRIEST

Glory be to the Holy, Consubstantial, life-giving and undivided Trinity: always, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.

THE SIX PSALMS
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. [3]
Lord, open Thou my lips and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. [2]
PSALM 3
Lord, how are they increased that trouble me! Many are they that rise up against me. Many there be which say of my soul, there is no help for him in God. But Thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head. I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and He heard me out of His holy hill. I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained me. I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about. Arise, O Lord, save me, O my God: for Thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; Thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: Thy blessing is upon Thy people.

I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained me.

PSALM 37 [38]
O Lord, rebuke me not in Thy wrath: neither chasten me in Thy hot displeasure. For Thine arrows stick fast in me, and Thy hand presseth me sore. There is no soundness in my flesh because of Thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin. For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness. I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: and there is no soundness in my flesh. I am feeble and sore broken: I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart. Lord, all my desire is before Thee; my strength faileth me: as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me. My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off. They also that seek after my life lay snares for me: and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, and imagine deceits all the day long. But I as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth. Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs. For in Thee, O Lord, do I hope: Thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. For I said, hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves against me. For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually before me. For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin. But mine enemies are lively, and they are strong: and they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries; because I follow the thing that good is. Forsake me not, O Lord: O my God, be not far from me. Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation.

Forsake me not, O Lord: O my God, be not far from me. Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation.

PSALM 62 [63]
O God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee: my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is. To see Thy power and Thy glory, so as I have seen Thee in the sanctuary. Because Thy lovingkindness is better that life, my lips shall praise Thee. Thus will I bless while I live: I will lift up my hands in Thy name. My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise Thee with joyful lips: when I remember Thee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee in the night watches. Because Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice. My soul followeth hard after Thee: Thy right hand upholdeth me. But those that seek my soul to destroy it, shall go into the lower parts of the earth. They shall fall by the sword: they shall be a portion for foxes. But the king shall rejoice in God; every one that sweareth by him shall glory: but the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.
I meditate on Thee in the night watches. Because Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice. 

My soul followeth hard after Thee: Thy right hand upholdeth me.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and for ever: world without end. Amen. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O God. [3] Kyrie eleison. [3]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and for ever: world without end. Amen. 

PSALM 87 [88]
O Lord God of my salvation, I cried day and night before Thee: let my prayer come before Thee: incline Thine ear into my cry; for my soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. I am counted with them that go down into the pit: I am a man that hath no strength: free among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom Thou rememberest no more: and they are cut off from Thy hand. Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness in the deeps. Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and Thou hast afflicted me with all Thy waves. Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me; Thou hast made me an abomination unto them: I am shut up, and I cannot come forth. Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction: Lord, I have called daily upon Thee, I have stretched out my hands unto Thee. Wilt Thou shew wonders to the dead? Shall the dead arise and praise Thee? Shall Thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? Or Thy faithfulness in destruction? Shall Thy wonders be known in the dark? And Thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? But unto Thee have I cried, O Lord; and in the morning shall my prayer prevent Thee. Lord, why castest Thou off my soul? Why hidest Thou Thy face from me? I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up: while I suffer Thy terrors I am distracted. Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; Thy terrors have cut me off. They came round about me daily like water; they compassed me about together. Lover and friend hast Thou put far from me, and mine acquaintance into darkness. 

O Lord God of my salvation, I cried day and night before Thee.

Let my prayer come before Thee: incline Thine ear into my cry.

PSALM 102 [103]
Bless the Lord, O my soul. And all that is within me, bless His holy name.     Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. The Lord executeth righteousness and judgement for all that are oppressed. He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel. The Lord is merciful and glorious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always chide: neither will He keep His anger for ever. He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him. As Far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust. As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him. And His righteousness unto children’s children; to such as keep His covenant, and to those that remember His commandments to do them. The Lord hath prepared His throne in the heavens; and His kingdom ruleth all. Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye His hosts; ye ministers of His, that do His pleasure. Bless the Lord, all His works in all places of His dominion: bless the Lord, O my soul.

In all places of His dominion: bless the Lord, O my soul.

PSALM 142 [143]

Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my supplications: in Thy faithfulness answer me, and in Thy righteousness. And enter not into judgement with Thy servant: for in Thy sight shall no man be justified. For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the ground; he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have long been dead. Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate. I remember the days of old; I meditate on all Thy works; I muse on the work of Thy hands. I stretch forth my hands unto Thee: my soul thirsteth after Thee, as a thirsty land. Hear me speedily, O Lord: my spirit faileth: hide not Thy face from me, lest I be like them that go down to the pit. Cause me to hear Thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in Thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto Thee. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto Thee to hide me. Teach me to do Thy will; for Thou art my God: Thy Spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness. Quicken me, O Lord, for Thy name’s sake: for Thy righteousness’ sake: bring my soul out of trouble. And of Thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul: for I am Thy servant.

Answer me, and in Thy righteousness. And enter not into judgement with Thy servant:

Thy Spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O God. [3]
Our hope, glory be to Thee, O Lord.

And the Priest shall say the Great Litany:

In peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
For the peace from on high…

For the peace and union…
For this holy temple…
For our Archbishop  …

For this city [or monastery or village]…
For fair seasons…

For them that travel by land…

That we may be delivered…

Succour, save, have mercy…

Mindful of our Most Holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For unto Thee belong all glory….

CHOIR: Amen.

The choir shall then sing “God is the Lord…” in the tone of the week or the tone of the Dismissal hymn of the Feast.
God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us. Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.

O give thanks unto the Lord, and call upon His holy name.   

God is the Lord…

All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.

God is the Lord…

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.

God is the Lord…

And then the Resurrection Dismissal hymn in the tone of the week or the Dismissal hymn of the Feast or saint of the day.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

And then the Resurrection Dismissal hymn in the tone of the week or the Dismissal hymn of the Feast or saint of the day.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

And the Theotokion in the tone of the previous hymn.
The Priest shall say the short litany:
Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us…

Mindful of our Most Holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thine is the might…

CHOIR: Amen.

And the choir shall sing the Kathismata, and if it be a Sunday, the choir shall also sing the Benedictions in Tone 5.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.

The company of the angels were amazed when they beheld Thee numbered among the dead, yet the power of death, O Saviour, Thou didst destroy, and didst raise up Adam with Thyself, and from Hades Thou didst set all men free.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.

O women disciples, why do ye mingle sweet scented spices with your tears of pity, the radiant angel within the tomb cried unto the Myrrhbearers: Behold the sepulchre and rejoice, for the
Saviour hath risen from the grave.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.

Very early in the morning the Myrrhbearers hasted unto Thy sepulchre lamenting, but the angel stood before them and said, weep not for the time of lamentation is past, but tell the Apostles of the Resurrection.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.

With sweet smelling ointment the myrrhbearing women came to Thy tomb, O Saviour, but they heard an angel say unto them: Why count ye the living among the dead, for as God He hath risen from the dead.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

We worship the Father together with His Son and the Holy Spirit, The Holy Trinity, One in essence, and together with the seraphim we cry: Holy, Holy, Holy art Thou, O Lord.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Thou hast delivered, O Virgin, who hast borne the Giver of Life, Adam from sin, and to Eve thou hast brought joy in place of sorrow. For He who took flesh from thee, who is both God and man, hath made life to flow in them that fell from life.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O God. [3]
The Priest shall say the short litany:
Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us…

Mindful of our Most Holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For blessed is Thy Name and glorified…
CHOIR: Amen.     
On Sundays the reader shall recite the Hypakoe from the Octoechos and then the choir shall sing the Hymn of Degrees in the tone of the week; otherwise the first antiphon of the Hymn of Degrees in Tone 4 as follows:

From my youth up many passions have warred against me, but do Thou, O my Saviour, succour and save me. [2]
Ye that hate Zion, shall be put to shame by the Lord: for as grass in the fire shall ye be withered up. [2]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

By the Holy Spirit is every soul filled with life: through purification it is raised in high and made bright, by the Threefold Unity in a holy mystery.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Streams of grace spring forth from the Holy Spirit, watering, the whole of creation, giving it life.

Then follows the prokhimenon: on Sundays, in the tone of the week; on Feasts, as appointed.

DEACON: Let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.

PRIEST: For Thou our God art holy…

CHOIR: Amen.

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. [3]
DEACON

That we may be accounted worthy to hear the Holy Gospel, let us beseech the Lord our God.
Wisdom. Stand steadfast. Let us hear the Holy Gospel.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

PRIEST

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. [name].
DEACON: Let us give heed.

CHOIR: Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.

And the Priest shall read the Mattin’s Gospel.

After the reading of the Gospel, the choir shall say:
Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.

And the reader recites Psalm 50 [51]. On Sundays, the reader first recites the Resurrection hymn “We have seen the Resurrection of Christ” and then Psalm 50 is sung.
We have seen the Resurrection of Christ; let us worship the holy Lord Jesus, who alone is without sin. We venerate Thy Cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify Thy holy Resurrection. For Thou art our God: we know no other save Thee; upon Thy name we call. Come all ye faithful, let us venerate the holy Resurrection of Christ: for lo, through the Cross joy hath come to all the world. Ever blessing the Lord, we sing the praises of His Resurrection: for He endured the Cross on our behalf, and hath destroyed death by death. 

PSALM 50 [51]

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy loving kindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned: and done this evil in Thy sight: that Thou mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and clear when Thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part Thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of Thy righteousness. O Lord, open Thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth Thy praise. For Thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: Thou delightest not in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou will not despise. Do good in Thy good pleasure unto Zion: build the walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon Thine altar.

And then the choir shall sing the following in Tone 2.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

At the prayers of the Apostles, O merciful Lord, cleanse me from the multitude of my transgressions.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

At the prayers of the Mother of God, O merciful Lord, cleanse me from the multitude of my transgressions.

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy loving kindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.
Jesus having risen from the tomb as He foretold, hath granted unto us, life eternal and great mercy.

On Great Feasts, certain other Feasts, and during the period of the Triodion, the hymn “Jesus having risen from the tomb” is replaced by a hymn of the Feast; and special texts for the Feast may also be appointed in place of the verses “At the prayers of the Apostles etc”.

DEACON

Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison [12]
PRIEST: Through the mercies, compassions and…

The Deacon shall now say the Short Litany, but in monasteries now follows the reading or singing of the Canon, and after the third ode the Short Litany.

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy…

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thou art our God…

And the choir shall sing or read the appointed Kathismata usually found after the third ode of the Canon. And in parishes the Deacon shall straightway say the short litany, but in monasteries after the sixth ode.

Again and again in peace … [as above]
PRIEST:  For Thou art the King of peace…

CHOIR: Amen.

And the reader shall read the appointed Kontakion, Oikos and the Synaxarion [a short account of the lives of the saints being celebrated on that day]. In monasteries, the 7th and 8th ode of the Canon are read, but in parishes, after the Synaxarion the choir shall sing the appointed Katavasias. Before the eighth ode of the Katavasias the choir shall add the verse:

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord.

And after the eighth ode of the Canon or as is the usual practice in parishes, after the eighth ode of the Katavasias, the Deacon exclaims:
Let us honour in hymns and magnify the Theotokos and Mother of the Light.

And the choir shall sing the Magnificat.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
More honourable than the cherubim, and past compare more glorious than the seraphim, who inviolate didst bear God the Word, Very Mother of God, thee we magnify.

For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.

More honourable than the cherubim…

For He that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is His name: and His mercy is on them that fear Him from generation to generation.

More honourable than the cherubim…

He hath showed strength with His arm; He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

More honourable than the cherubim…

He hath put down the mighty from their seats and exalted them of low degree: He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich He hath sent empty away.

More honourable than the cherubim…

He hath holpen His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy: as He spake to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed
 for ever.

More honourable than the cherubim…

And then the ninth ode of the Katavasias or in monasteries the completion of the Canon.

After the ninth ode the Deacon shall say the short litany:
Again and again in peace … [as above]
PRIEST: For all the powers of heaven praise Thee…
CHOIR: Amen.

On Sundays:
Holy is the Lord our God [2]
Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool; for He is holy.

The choir shall then sing the appointed Exapostilaria [Hymns of Light], followed by the Praises.

Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord from the heavens: praise Him in the heights. To Thee belongeth the hymn, O God.

PSALM 148
Praise the Lord from the heavens: praise Him in the heights. To thee belongeth the hymn, O God.

Praise ye Him, all His angels: praise ye Him all His hosts.

Praise ye Him, sun and moon: praise Him, all ye stars of light.

Praise Him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.

Let them praise the name of the Lord: for He commanded and they were created.

He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: He hath made a decree which shall not pass.

Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons, and all deep.

Fire, and hail; snow and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling His word.

Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars,

Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl.

Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth.

Both young men, and maidens; old men and children: let them praise the name of the Lord: for His name alone is excellent.

His glory is above the earth and heaven, He also exalteth the horn of His people.

The praise of all His saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto Him.

PSALM 149
Sing unto the Lord a new song, and His praise in the congregations of saints
Let Israel rejoice in Him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

Let them praise His name in the dance: let them sing praises unto Him with the timbrel and harp.

For the Lord taketh pleasure in His people: He will beautify the meek with salvation.

Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds.

Let the high praises of God be on their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand.

To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishment upon the people.

To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron.

And then the following as verses before the appointed hymns according to the number to be sung.

8 VERSES
To execute upon them the judgement written: this honour have all His saints.

PSALM 150
Praise God in the sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power.

6 VERSES
Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent greatness.

Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp.

4 VERSES
Praise Him with the timbrel and dance: praise Him with stringed instruments and organs.

Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.

And on Sundays two verses are added:

2 VERSES
Arise, O Lord my God, lift up Thine hand: forget not Thy poor for ever.

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will speak of all Thy marvellous works.

But if on a Sunday, hymns to a celebrating saint are also appointed to be sung, then the two Sunday verses are omitted and replaced by verses sung at the Aposticha of Vespers.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

On Sundays the hymn that corresponds to the Mattins Gospel, otherwise the appointed hymn.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.
On Sundays, the following hymn to the Mother of God, otherwise the appointed hymn.
Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Mother of God, for through Him who took flesh from thee, Hades is held captive, Adam has been recalled, the curse has been made extinct, Eve has been set free, death has been eradicated, and we have been given life. Therefore we cry aloud in praise: Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, who hast so been pleased, glory to Thee.

And then the Great Doxology:
Glory to Thee, who hast shown to us the light; Glory to God in the highest, and οn earth peace, goodwill toward men.

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great mercy.

Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; O Lord the Only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, and Thou O Holy Spirit.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us, Thou that takest away the sins of the world.

Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest on the right hand of the Father, and have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art Holy, Thou only art the Lord, O Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Everyday I will bless Thee and praise Thy name for ever and ever.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy name for evermore. Amen.

O Lord, let Thy mercy lighten upon us as our trust is in Thee.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes. [3]
O Lord, Thou hast been our refuge from generation to generation. I said, Lord have mercy upon me, heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee. 

O Lord, unto Thee have I fled for refuge, teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God.

For with Thee is the fountain of life, and in Thy light shall we see light.

Continue Thy mercy upon those that know Thee.

O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us.

O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us.

O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us.

O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us.

And on Sundays the following hymn, otherwise the Dismissal hymn of the Feast.

Today hath salvation come into the world. Let us sing praises unto Him who hath risen from the grave and is the Author of our life; for having destroyed death by death, He hath given unto us the victory and great mercy.

And then the Enarxis of the Divine Liturgy. But in monasteries where the Divine Liturgy does not immediately follow Mattins, the Deacon shall say the following petitions: 

Let us all say with our whole soul, and with our whole mind, let us say,

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
O Almighty Lord, God of our fathers…

Have mercy upon us, O God …

Again we pray for our Archbishop…

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace…

Again we pray for the blessed…

Again we pray for them that strive…

PRIEST: For Thou art a merciful God…
CHOIR: Amen.
DEACON

Let us complete our supplication unto the Lord.

Succour, save, have mercy...

That this whole day may be perfect…

CHOIR: Grant us O Lord. And after each petition.
For an angel of peace, faithful guide…

For pardon and remission of our sins…

For things good and profitable to our souls…

That we may pass the remainder of our lives…

For a Christian ending to our life…

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thou art the God of mercies…
CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

DEACON: Let us bow down our heads before the Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: O Holy Lord, who dwellest in the highest…
For Thine it is to have mercy, and to save…

CHOIR: Amen.

DEACON: Wisdom.

PRIEST: Christ our God, the Supreme Being…
CHOIR: Amen.

May the Lord God make firm the holy and undefiled faith of pious Orthodox Christians in this holy Church [monastery], this city [village] and in all Thy world, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRIEST

Glory be to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory be to Thee.

CHOIR 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen. Kyrie eleison [3], holy father give the blessing.

PRIEST

May [He who is risen from the dead] Christ our true God, by the prayers of His most holy Mother…

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.       

MATTINS ON WEEKDAYS

On ordinary weekdays when there is no Mattins Gospel, two orders are observed.

1) Parish Churches use the same Mattins ordering as for a Feast, but the complete order for the Gospel is omitted as are two Short Litanies that correspond to the Psalter readings. Thus after the Short Litany with the glorification “For Thine is the might, and Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory…” the choir shall sing the “Kathismata” and then the Reader shall recite Psalm 50. After the Psalm the Priest shall say the Short Litany with the glorification “For Thou art our God and to Thee we ascribe glory …” From here onwards the service is the same.

2) The same order is observed in monasteries except the two Short Litanies which correspond to the Psalter readings are not omitted. After Psalm 50 the Reader immediately reads the Canon. From here everything is observed as with mattins on a Feast day up to the completion of the Praises. After the Praises the service has as follows:

PRIEST or READER
To Thee is due glory, O Lord our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, unto the Father, and unto the Son, and unto the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

And the Reader saying Amen shall recite the Small Doxology:

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give      thanks to Thee, for Thy great mercy.

Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; O Lord the Only-  begotten Son Jesus Christ, and Thou O Holy Spirit.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the    world, have mercy upon us, Thou that takest away the sins of the world.

Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest on the right hand of the Father, and have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art Holy, Thou only art the Lord, O Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Everyday I will bless Thee and praise Thy name for ever and ever.

O Lord, Thou hast been our refuge from generation to generation. I said,   Lord have mercy upon me, heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee. 

O Lord, unto Thee have I fled for refuge, teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God.

For with Thee is the fountain of life, and in Thy light shall we see light.

Continue Thy mercy upon those that know Thee.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy name for evermore. Amen.

O Lord, let Thy mercy lighten upon us as our trust is in Thee.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 

Blessed art Thou, O Master: make me to understand Thy statutes.

Blessed art Thou, O Holy One: enlighten me with Thy statutes.

O Lord, Thy mercy is for ever: despise not the works of Thine hands.

To Thee belongeth praise, to Thee belongeth hymns, to Thee belongeth glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

DEACON

Let us complete our supplication unto the Lord.

Succour, save, have mercy…

That this whole day may be perfect…

CHOIR: Grant us O Lord.And after each petition.
For an angel of peace, faithful guide…

For pardon and remission of our sins…

For things good and profitable to our souls…

That we may pass the remainder of our lives…

For a Christian ending to our life…

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thou art the God of mercies…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

DEACON: Let us bow down our heads before the Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: O Holy Lord, who dwellest in the highest… 

For Thine it is to have mercy, and to save…

CHOIR: Amen.

And the choir shall sing the Aposticha. The first without a verse and the other two preceded by the following verses:

1)   We were filled in the morning with Thy mercy, O Lord, and we rejoiced and were glad. In all our days, let us be glad: for the days wherein Thou hast humbled us, for the years wherein we have seen evil. And look upon Thy servants, and upon Thy works, and do Thou guide their sons.

2)  And let the brightness of the Lord our God be upon us: proper Thou the work of our hands, O prosper Thou our handiwork.

Glory…                         Now...

And after the Aposticha:

PRIEST or READER 
It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to Thy Name, O Most High: to tell of Thy mercy in the morning and of Thy truth every night.

READER: Trisagion…

PRIEST: For Thine is the kingdom…

CHOIR: Amen.

Troparion and Theotokion of the day.

DEACON

Let us all say with our whole soul…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [3] And after each petition.
O Almighty Lord, God of our fathers…
Have mercy upon us, O God…

Again we pray for our Archbishop…

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace…

Again we pray for the blessed…

Again we pray for them that strive…

PRIEST

For Thou art a merciful God…

CHOIR: Amen.
DEACON: Wisdom.

PRIEST: Christ our God, the Supreme Being…

CHOIR: Amen.

May the Lord God make firm the holy and undefiled faith of pious Orthodox Christians in this holy Church [monastery], this city [village] and in all Thy world, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRIEST

Glory be to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory be to Thee.

CHOIR

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen. Kyrie eleison [3], holy father give the blessing.

PRIEST

May  Christ our true God, by the prayers of His most holy Mother…

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.

THE DIVINE LITURGY
DEACON: Bless, Master.
PRIEST
Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.

DEACON

In peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
For the peace from on high…

For the peace and union…

For this holy temple

For our Archbishop…

For this city [or monastery or village]…

For fair seasons…

For them that travel by land…

That we may be delivered…

Succour, save, have mercy…

Mindful of our Most Holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For unto Thee belong all glory….
CHOIR: Amen.

And the choir shall sing the first Antiphon or the Psalm of the Typika. Feasts of the Lord and the Mother of God have their own special Antiphons.

PSALM 102 (103)

Bless the Lord, O my soul. Blessed art Thou, O Lord. Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless, bless His holy Name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

The Lord executeth righteousness and judgement for all that are oppressed.

He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel.

The Lord is merciful and glorious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always chide: neither will He keep His anger for ever.

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him.

As Far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us.

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we 
are dust.

As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him.

And His righteousness unto children’s children; to such as keep His covenant, and to those that remember His commandments to do them.

The Lord hath prepared His throne in the heavens; and His kingdom ruleth all.

Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word.

Bless ye the Lord, all ye His hosts; ye ministers of His, that do His pleasure.

Bless the Lord, all His works in all places of His dominion: bless the Lord, O my soul.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy Name. Blessed art Thou, O Lord.

OR THE FIRST ANTIPHON

Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy Name.

By the Prayers of the Mother of God, Saviour, save us.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.

By the Prayers of the Mother of God, Saviour, save us.

The Lord hath prepared His throne in the heavens; and His kingdom ruleth all.

By the Prayers of the Mother of God, Saviour, save us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

By the Prayers of the Mother of God, Saviour, save us.

DEACON

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us…

Mindful of our Most Holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thine is the might…

CHOIR: Amen.

And the choir shall sing the second Antiphon or the Psalm of the Typika.

PSALM 145 (146)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Praise the Lord, O my soul. While I live will I praise the Lord: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being. 

Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.

His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth.

In that very day his thoughts perish. 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God.

Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is.

Which keepeth truth for ever: which executeth judgement for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry.

The Lord looseth the prisoners: the Lord openeth the eyes of the blind: the Lord raiseth them that are bowed down: the Lord loveth the righteous: the Lord preserveth the strangers.

He relieveth the fatherless and widow; but the way of the wicked He turneth upside down.

The Lord shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen. 

O Only-begotten Son and word of God, O Thou who art Immortal, yet for our salvation didst deign to be incarnate of the holy Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, and without change  was made man. O Christ, our God, who was crucified for us, and by death didst overcome death. Being one of the Holy Trinity, glorified together with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, save us.

OR THE SECOND ANTIPHON

Praise the Lord, O my soul. While I live will I praise the Lord: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being.

ON SUNDAYS
Save us, O Son of God, Thou who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia.

ON WEEKDAYS
Save us, O Son of God, Thou who art wonderful in the saints, who sing to Thee, Alleluia.

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God.

Save us, O Son of God…   

The Lord shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations.

Save us, O Son of God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

O Only-begotten Son and word of God, O Thou who art Immortal, yet for our salvation didst deign to be incarnate of the holy Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, and without change  was made man. O Christ, our God, who was crucified for us, and by death didst overcome death. Being one of the Holy Trinity, glorified together with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, save us.

DEACON

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us…

Mindful of our Most Holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thou, O God, art good and lovingkind…

CHOIR: Amen.

And the choir shall sing the Beatitudes or the Resurrection Dismissal Hymn in the tone of the week or the Dismissal Hymn of the Feast.

BEATITUDES

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

And the Deacon standing together with the Priest in the centre of the Church shall lift up the Book of the Holy gospels and say:

Wisdom. Stand steadfast.

And the choir shall sing the following Introit Hymn of the appointed hymn on Feasts of the Lord. But if there be two or more priests, then they shall sing the Introit Hymn and the choir shall take up the last line “Who sing to Thee, Alleluia.

ON SUNDAYS

O come, let us worship and bow down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Thou who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia.

ON WEEKDAYS
O come, let us worship and bow down before Christ. Save us, O
 Son of God, Thou who art wonderful in the saints, who sing to Thee, Alleluia.

And the choir shall sing the appointed Troparia and Kontakion. But if there be two or more priests, then they shall sing the first Troparion and the last Kontakion. After the Kontakion the Deacon shall say:

Let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.

PRIEST: For Thou our God art holy…

CHOIR: Amen.

And the choir shall sing the Thriceholy Hymn:

O Holy God, holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us. (3)

Glory be to the father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us.

DEACON: Power.

CHOIR

O Holy God, holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us. 

If the Liturgy is celebrated by two or more priests, then the Thriceholy is sung five times before the “Glory… And Now…” on this wise:

First by the right choir, second by the left, third by the clergy, fourth by the right, fifth by the clergy, Glory by the left, Now by the right, Holy and Immortal by the left, and the Power by the right.

On certain Great Feasts of the Lord, instead of the Thriceholy, the choir sing the following : As many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia. On the feasts of the Adoration and  Exaltation of the Cross instead of the Thriceholy the following: Thy Cross, O Master, do we venerate, and Thy holy Resurrection we glorify. 

On  the conclusion of the Thriceholy, the Deacon shall come before the Holy Doors and when the reader has read the first line of the Prokhimenon of the Apostle reading, he shall say:

Let us give heed.

And when the reader has read the second line:

Wisdom. 

And when he has announced which Apostolic reading is to be read: 

Let us heed.

And on the completion of the Apostolic reading the Priest shall bless the reader saying:

Peace unto thee [that readest].

READER: And unto thy spirit.

And the choir shall sing the Alleluia with the appointed verses whilst the Deacon censes in the customary way. And after the censing the Priest shall say:

Wisdom. Stand steadfast. Let us hear the Holy Gospel. Peace unto all.

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

DEACON

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. [name]
Let us give heed.

CHOIR: Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.

And after the Gospel reading the choir shall say:

Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.

DEACON

Let us all say with our whole soul…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. (3) And after each petition.
O Almighty Lord, God of our fathers…

Have mercy upon us, O God…

Again we pray for our Archbishop…

Again we pray for mercy…

Again we pray for the blessed…

Again we pray for them that strive…

PRIEST: For Thou art a merciful God…

CHOIR: Amen.

DEACON: Catechumens, pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Let us the faithful…

That the Lord may…

That He may instruct…

That He may reveal…

That He may unite…

Save, have mercy, help…

Catechumens, bow your heads…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: O Lord our God who dwellest on high... 
That they also with us may glorify…

CHOIR: Amen.

DEACON: As many as are catechumens depart...

As many as are faithful,  Again and again in peace…
Succour, save, have mercy…    Wisdom.
PRIEST: We give thanks unto Thee, O Lord God of hosts...
For unto The belong all glory…

CHOIR: Amen.

DEACON: Again and again in peace…

Succour, save, have mercy…     Wisdom.

PRIEST: Again and many times, we bow down...

That being ever guarded by Thy might…
CHOIR: Amen.

And the choir shall sing the Cherubic Hymn slowly and solemnly.

Let us who mystically represent the Cherubim and chant the Thriceholy hymn to the life-giving Trinity, now lay aside all earthly care.

That we may receive the king of all

At this point the choir shall pause whilst the Priest makes the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts. And when the Priest has entered the Sanctuary the choir shall continue:

Invisibly attended by the angelic hosts. Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia.

DEACON

Let us complete our supplication unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
For the precious gifts here set forth…

For this holy temple…

That we may be delivered…

Succour, save, have mercy…

That this whole day may be perfect, holy, peace and without sin, let us entreat the Lord.

CHOIR: Grant us, O Lord. And after each petition.
For an angel of peace…

For pardon and remission…

For things good and profitable…

That we may pass the remainder…

For a Christian ending to our life…

Mindful of our Most Holy and undefiled…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: Through the compassions of Thine…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

DEACON

Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess.

CHOIR

The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, Trinity Consubstantial and Undivided.

But if there be two or more Priests then the choir shall sing:

I will love Thee, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my firm support, and my refuge, and my salvation.

DEACON: The Doors, the Doors. In wisdom let us give heed.

And the choir and all the people shall recite the Confession of faith (The Creed).

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He suffered and was buried, and the third day He rose again according to the scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the Prophets.

And in one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRIEST: Let us be upright, let us stand with fear…

CHOIR: The mercy of peace, the sacrifice of praise.

PRIEST: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…

CHOIR: And with thy spirit.

PRIEST: Let us lift up our hearts.

CHOIR: We lift them up unto the Lord.

PRIEST: Let us give thanks unto the Lord.

CHOIR: It is meet and right.

The Priest shall now offer the prayer “It is meet and right” ending with the exclamation:

Singing the triumphant hymn, exclaiming, crying aloud and saying:

CHOIR

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Sabaoth: heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.

And the Priest shall offer the prayer “And with these blessed powers…” and then exclaim:

Take eat; this is my Body which is broken for you for the remission of sins.

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Drink ye all of it; this is my Blood of the New Testament…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Thine own, of Thine own, we offer unto Thee in all and for all.

CHOIR

We hymn Thee, we bless Thee, we give thanks unto Thee, O lord, and we pray unto Thee, our God.

PRIEST

More especially our most holy and undefiled, most blessed and 
glorious Lady, Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary.

CHOIR

Meet it is in very truth to call thee blessed who didst bring forth God, ever blessed and most pure, and Mother of our God.
More honourable than the cherubim and past compare more glorious than the seraphim, who inviolate didst bear God the Word, very Mother of God, thee we magnify.

PRIEST: And remember first, O Lord, our Archbishop (…..)…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.

DEACON: And everyone that each of us has in mind, and all and everyone.

CHOIR: And all and everyone.

PRIEST: And grant us with one mouth and one heart…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: And may the mercies of our Great God…

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

DEACON

Calling to remembrance all the saints…

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
For the precious gifts here offered and hallowed…

That our God, which loveth mankind…

That we may be delivered…

Succour, save, have mercy…

That this whole day may be perfect…

CHOIR: Grant us, O Lord. And after each petition.
For an angel of peace…

For pardon and remission of our sins…

For things good and profitable…

That we may pass the remainder of our lives…

For a Christian ending to our life…

Having besought the unity of the faith…
CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST Unto Thee we entrust our entire being…
And vouchsafe, O Lord, that boldly and without condemnation we may dare to lift our voices unto Thee, O heavenly Father, and say:

THE CHOIR AND ALL THE PEOPLE

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

PRIEST: For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace unto all.

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

DEACON: Let us bow down our heads before the Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: We give thanks unto Thee, O King invisible…

Through the grace and compassion…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Give Heed, O Lord Jesus Christ, Our God…

DEACON: Let us give heed.

PRIEST: The Holy Things unto the holy.

CHOIR

One only is holy, One only is the Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

And while the Priest prepares the Holy Gifts, the choir shall sing the anthem for the day [or the saint].

SUNDAY ANTHEM

Praise ye the Lord from the heavens. Alleluia.

DEACON: With fear of God, with faith and with love draw near.

CHOIR

Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord: God is the Lord, and hath appeared unto us.

And as many as desire to communicate shall now approach one by one in an orderly fashion bearing themselves with all godly humility and awe. Whilst the Priest communicates to each the Holy Mysteries, the choir shall sing the following:
Receive ye the Body of Christ; taste ye of the fountain of life. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Of Thy mystical supper, O Son of God, accept me this day as a partaker; for I will not speak of the mystery to Thine enemies, nor will I give Thee a kiss like Judas; but like the thief I will acknowledge Thee: remember me, O Lord, in Thy kingdom.

And when all have communicated, the Priest shall bless the people with the chalice saying:

Save, O God, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.

CHOIR

We have seen the true Light; we have received the heavenly Spirit; we have found the true faith. We worship the undivided Trinity: for the same hath saved us.
PRIEST: (silently) Blessed is our God;

And turning to face the people he shall say aloud:

Always, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.

Let our mouth be filled with Thy praise, O Lord, that we may sing of Thy glory: for that Thou hast accounted us worthy to partake of Thy holy, divine, immortal and life-giving mysteries. Preserve us in Thy holiness that we may think on Thy righteousness all the day long. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

DEACON: Be upright: having partaken of the divine…
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us…

Having prayed that this day be perfect…

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: For Thou art our sanctification…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Let us depart in peace.

CHOIR: In the Name of the Lord.

DEACON: Let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.

PRIEST: O Lord who dost bless them that bless Thee…

CHOIR: Amen.

Blessed is the Name of the Lord from this time forth and for evermore. [3]
PRIEST: Let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.

PRIEST: May the blessing and mercy of the Lord come upon you…

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O our God, glory be to Thee.

CHOIR
Glory be to the father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen. Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. Holy Father, give the blessing.

And the Priest gives the Dismissal.

May [He who is risen from the dead] Christ our true God…

CHOIR

May the Lord God make firm the holy and undefiled faith of pious Orthodox Christians in this holy Church [monastery], this city [village] and in all Thy world, for ever and ever. Amen.

Eternal be the memory of the blessed and ever-memorable founders of this holy Church [monastery] and all Orthodox Christians. 

PRIEST 

May the Holy Trinity preserve the people in peace always, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR

Unto him who blesses and sanctifies us; do Thou, O Lord, preserve unto many years.

PRIEST

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.
THE DIVINE LITURGY OF

ST. BASIL THE GREAT
The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil and the Liturgy of St. John Chrysosysom are identical up to Ye Catechumens, bow your heads unto the Lord. From thereon, all the prayers said by the Priest are different. For the Choir   the only difference  is the hymn to the Mother of God sung after the Priest exclaims
More especially our most holy and undefiled, most blessed and 
glorious Lady, Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary.

Instead  of “Meet it is” the Choir shall sing the following:

Hail, thou who art full of grace, all creation rejoices in thee, the assembly of the angels and all the human race. O hallowed temple, mystical paradise, and the glory of maidenhood, of whom God, our God before all worlds, was incarnate and became a child. Thy womb He made His throne and the same He made wider than the heavens. All creation rejoices in thee, O full of grace, glory to thee.
On Holy and Great Thursday instead of the Cherubic Hymn the Choir shall sing:

Of thy mystical supper, O Son of God, accept me this day as a par​taker; for I will not speak of the mystery to Thine enemies, nor will I give Thee a kiss like Judas;

And the Choir shall pause for the Great Entrance and after the Great Entrance the Choir shall continue:

But like the thief I will acknowledge Thee:  

Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

Remember me, O Master, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

Remember me, O Holy one, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

Instead of “We have seen the true light” the Choir shall sing: 
Of thy mystical supper, O Son of God, accept me this day as a par​taker; for I will not speak of the mystery to Thine enemies, nor will I give Thee a kiss like Judas; but like the thief I will acknowledge Thee: Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.

On Holy and Great Saturday, instead of the Cherubic Hymn, the Choir shall sing:

Let all mortal flesh keep silent, and stand with fear and trembling, taking no thought for any earthly thing. For the King of kings and Lord of lords cometh to be slain and given as food for the faithful.

And the Choir shall pause for the Great Entrance and after the Great Entrance the Choir shall continue:

Before Him go the choirs of angels with all the principalities and powers, the many-eyed cherubim and the six-winged seraphim, covering their faces as they sing the hymn: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Instead of “We have seen the true light” the Choir shall sing: 
Remember us, O Merciful One, as Thou didst remember the thief in the kingdom of heaven.
THE DIVINE LITURGY 

OF THE 

PRESANCTIFIED

The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified is celebrated on every Wednesday and Friday of Great Lent, on Thursday of the fifth week for the Great Canon, on Great Monday, Great Tuesday, Great Wednesday, on the Feast of the First and Second findings of the head of St. John the Baptist [24th February], on the Feast of the Forty holy martyrs [9th march], and on any other local feast if it falls on a Monday to Friday in Great Lent. The Feast of the Annunciation, on whatever day it falls on, is always celebrated with the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.

The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified is celebrated always after the Office of Hours with the Vespers service and is usually celebrated by one Priest without a Deacon, except on feast days and in Holy Week where there are readings from the Gospels. 

DEACON: Master, give the blessing.

The Priest making with the Gospel book the sign of the Cross over the antiminsion shall say:

Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

READER: Amen.

O come, let us worship and bow down before our King and our God.

O come, let us worship and bow down before Christ our King and our God.

O come, let us worship and bow down before the very Christ our King and our God.
THE INTRODUCTORY PSALM 103 [104] 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, Thou art very great; Thou hast clothed Thyself with praise and honour: who dost robe Thyself with light as a garment; spreading out the heavens as a curtain. Who covers His chambers with waters; who makes the clouds his chariots: who walks on the wings of the wind. Who makes His angels spirits, and His ministers a flaming fire. Who establishes the earth on her sure foundation: it shall not be moved forever. The deep, as it were a garment, is His covering: the waters shall stand on the hills. At Thy rebuke they shall flee; at the voice of Thy thunder they shall be alarmed. They go up to the mountains, and down to the plains, to the place which Thou hast founded for them. Thou hast set a bound which they shall not pass, neither shall they turn again to cover the earth. He sends forth His fountains among the valleys: the waters shall run between the mountains. They shall give drink to all the wild beasts of the field: the wild asses shall take of them to quench their thirst. By them shall the birds of the sky lodge: they shall utter a voice out of the midst of the rocks. He waters the mountains from His chambers: the earth shall be satisfied with the fruit of thy works. He makes grass to grow for the cattle, the green herb for the service of men, to bring bread out of the earth; and wine makes glad the heart of man, to make his face cheerful with oil: and bread strengthens man’s heart. The trees of the plain shall be full of sap; even the cedars of Lebanon which He has planted. There the sparrows will build their nests; and the house of the heron takes the lead among them. The high mountains are a refuge for the stags, and the rock for the rabbits. He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knows his going down. Thou didst make darkness, and it was night; in it all the wild beasts of the forest will be abroad: even young lions roaring for prey, and to seek meat for themselves from God. The sun arises, and they shall be gathered together, and shall lie down in their dens. Man shall go forth to his work, and to his labour till evening. How great are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou wrought them all: the earth is filled with Thy creation. So is this great and wide sea: there are things creeping innumerable, small animals and great. There go the ships; and this dragon whom Thou hast made to play in it. All wait upon Thee, to give them food in due season. When Thou hast given it them, they will gather it; and when Thou hast opened Thine hand, they shall be filled with good. But when Thou hast turned away Thy face, they shall be troubled: Thou wilt take away their breath, and they shall fail, and return to their dust. Thou shalt send forth Thy Spirit, and they shall be created; and Thou shalt renew the face of the earth. Let the glory of the Lord be for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in His works; who looks upon the earth, and makes it tremble; who touches the mountains, and they smoke. I will sing to the Lord while I live; I will sing praise to my God while I exist. Let my meditation be sweet to Him: and I will rejoice in the Lord. Let the sinners fail from off the earth, and transgressors, so that they shall be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The sun knows his going down, Thou didst make darkness, and it was night.

How great are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou wrought them all.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory be to Thee, O God. [3]
Our hope, glory be to Thee, O Lord.

 After the introductory psalm, the Priest [or Deacon] shall say the Great litany.
In peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition.
For the peace from on high...

For the peace and union of the whole world... 

For this holy temple and for them...  

For our Archbishop [.....], for the honourable...  

For this city [village, monastery]; for every city...  

For fair seasons and the abundance...  

For them that travel by land, by water... 

That we may be deliver from all tribulation... 

Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us... 

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled... 

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST
 For unto Thee belong all glory...

CHOIR: Amen.

And the Reader shall the reading the first stasis of the 18 Kathisma of the Psalter. Psalms 119-123 [120-124]

PSALM 119 [120]

In my distress, I cried unto the Lord, and he heard me. Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue. What shall be given unto thee? Or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue? Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper. Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar! My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war.
PSALM 120[121]
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.
PSALM 121 [122]
I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testi​mony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord. For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the House of David. Pray for the peace of Jeru​salem: they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and com​panions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee. Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek thy good.
PSALM122 [123]
Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens. Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until that he have mercy upon us. Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly filled with contempt. Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease, and with the con​tempt of the proud.
PSALM 123 [124]
If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, now may Israel say; If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when men rose up against us: then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us: then the waters had over​whelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul: then the proud waters had gone over our soul. Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are escaped. Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
When the reader hath finished the first stasis of the Kathisma he shall say Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and for ever and for ever: world without end. Amen. Alleluia [3] Glory be to Thee, O God. [3] Kyrie eleison. [3]  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

And the Priest [or Deacon] shall say the small litany

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord. 

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy.
Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us... 

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled... 

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST

 For Thine is the might... 

READER: Amen.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

And the reader shall read the second stasis of the Kathisma: Psalms 124-128 [125-129] 

PSALM 124 [125]
They that trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about his people from henceforth even for ever. For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the right​eous; lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity. Do good, O Lord, unto those that be good, and to them that are upright in their hearts.And as for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the Lord shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity: but peace shall be upon Israel.
PSALM 125 [126]
When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The Lord hath done great things for them. The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are Glad. Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as the streams in the south. They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

PSALM 126 [127]
Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep. Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.
PSALM 127 [128]
Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table. Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord. The Lord shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life. Yea, thou shalt see thy chil​dren's children, and peace upon Israel.
PSALM 128 [129]
Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth, may Israel now say:  Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth: yet they have not prevailed against me. The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long their furrows. The Lord is righteous: he hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked. Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate Zion. Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, which withereth afore it groweth up: Wherewith the mower filleth not his hand; nor he that bindeth sheaves his bosom. Neither do they which go by say, the blessing of the Lord be upon you: we bless you in the name of the Lord.
When the reader hath finished the second stasis of the Kathisma he shall say Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now, and for ever: world without end. Amen.
Alleluia [3] Glory be to Thee, O God. [3] Kyrie eleison. [3]  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

And the Priest[or Deacon]  shall say the small litany

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord. 

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy.
Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us... 

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled... 

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST

 For Thou, O God, art good and loving-kind... 

 READER: Amen.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

And the reader shall read the third stasis of the Kathisma: Psalms 129-133 [130-134]

PSALM 129 [130]
Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared. I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning. Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous re​demption. And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
PSALM 13O [131]
Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me. Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a weaned child. Let Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and for ever.
PSALM 131 [132]
Lord, remember David, and all his afflictions: How he sware unto the Lord, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, Until I find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood. We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool. Arise, O Lord, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy. For thy servant David’s sake turn not away the face of thine anointed. The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore. For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habita​tion. This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it. I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. There will I make the horn of David to bud: I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. His enemies will I clothe with shame: but upon himself shall his crown flourish. 
PSALM 132 [133]
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 

PSALM 133 [134]
Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servant of the Lord, which by night stand in the house of the Lord. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord. The Lord that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.
When the reader hast finished the third stasis of the Kathisma he shall say Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now, and for ever: world without end. Amen.
 Alleluia [3] Glory be to Thee, O God. [3]  
And the Priest [or Deacon] shall say the small litany

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord. 

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy.
Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us... 

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled... 

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST

For Thou art our God, the God of mercy...  

CHOIR:Amen. 
And immediately the choir shall sing “Lord I have cried”.

PRIEST [or Deacon]:
Wisdom. Stand steadfast.

And the choir shall sing the evening hymn “O Gladsome light”.
O Gladsome light of the holy glory, of the Immortal Father, heavenly, holy, blessed, Jesus Christ. As we approach the setting of the sun, and see the evening light, we hymn Thee, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God.

Meet it is at all times for Thee to be praised by righteous voices, O Son of God, the Giver of life. Wherefore the world glorifies Thee.

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Evening.

READER: The Prokhimenon... tone... Psalm...

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Wisdom.

READER: The reading is from the Book of Genesis [or Exodus].

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Let us give heed.

And the reader shall read the Lesson. And having finish the Lesson he shall announce the Prokhimenon for the second lesson and then he [or the Deacon] shall say aloud:

At thy bidding. 

Whereupon the Priest, holding a lighted candle and the censer in his right hand and standing before the holy altar facing towards the east shall make the sigh of the Cross and exclaim: 

Wisdom. Stand steadfast.

And passing through the holy doors he shall face the Icon of Christ and say:

The Light of Christ,

And facing the people and blessing them with the candle and censer he shall say:

Lighteth  every man.

The Reader shall announce the second Lesson.

The reading is from the Book of Proverbs [or Job]

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Wisdom. Let us attend.
And after the reading:

PRIEST: Peace unto thee [that readeth].

READER: And unto thy spirit.

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Wisdom.
And taking up the censer and standing before the Holy Altar the Priest shall cense whilst singing:

 Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

And the choir shall repeat this four times, but before each the Priest shall announce the verse from each side of the Holy Altar censing each side as he goes.

Lord, I cry unto Thee: make haste unto me. Make haste unto me, O Lord. Lord, I cry unto Thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto Thee. Make haste unto me, O Lord.

Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.

Let my prayer be set forth...  
Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practice wicked works with men that work iniquity, and let me not eat of their dainties. Let my prayer be set forth...

And censing the Prothesis:  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Let my prayer be set forth...

And standing again before the Holy Altar facing east the Priest shall sing:  

Let my prayer be set forth,

And passing through the Holy Doors and facing the Icon of Christ he shall sing: 

Before Thee as incense; 

And censing the rest of the Iconostasis and the people the choir shall take up the rest of the hymn singing:

And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

If the Liturgy of the Presanctified is offered to celebrate the commemoration of a certain saint’s day or in Holy week the reader shall announce the Apostle reading.  

READER: The Prokhimenon of the Apostle reading.

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Let us give heed.

READER: The verse to the Apostle reading.

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Wisdom. 

READER
The reading is from the Epistle of St. […..] to the […..]   

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Let us heed.

And on the completion of the Apostolic reading the Priest shall bless the reader saying:

PRIEST: Peace unto thee [that readest].
READER: And unto thy spirit.
And the choir shall sing the Alleluia with the appointed verses whilst the Priest [or Deacon]  censes in the customary way. 

PRIEST  
Wisdom. Stand steadfast. Let us hear the Holy Gospel. 

 Peace unto all.

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

PRIEST [or Deacon]
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. [.....]
PRIEST

Let us give heed.

CHOIR: Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.

And after the Gospel reading the choir shall say:

Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.
And after the reading of the Gospel the Priest shall bless the Deacon saying:

Peace unto thee [that dost preach the good tidings].

 PRIEST [or Deacon]
Let us all say with our whole soul, and with our whole mind, let us say,
CHOIR: Kyrie eleison [3] And after each petition.
 O Almighty Lord, God of our fathers...  

Have mercy upon us, O God... 

Again we pray for our Archbishop […..]...  

Again we pray for mercy, life... 

Again we pray for the blessed and ever-memorable...  

If there be a commemoration of them that are fallen asleep the Priest may also say:

Again we pray for the repose of the soul[s]...  
Again we pray for them that strive...  

For Thou art a merciful God...
CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST [or Deacon]: Catechumens, pray ye unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. And after each petition.

Let us, the faithful, pray for the catechumens.

That the Lord may have mercy upon them.

That He may instruct them in the word of truth.

That He may reveal unto them the gospel of righteousness.

That He may unite them to His Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.

Save, have mercy, help and preserve them... 

Catechumens, bow your heads unto the Lord.

PRIEST

THE PRAYER FOR THE CATECHUMENS

O God, our God, Creator and Author of all things... 

That they also with us may glorify...  

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST [or Deacon]
As many as are catechumens depart... 

As many as are faithful,

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.

Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us...

Wisdom.

From the Wednesday of the fourth week in Lent until Great Wednesday of Holy Week in the place of the above exhortation to the catechumens to depart, the Priest [or Deacon] shall say the following exhortation for them that are to be illumined, that is to be baptized at the forthcoming Easter. 

As many as are catechumens depart...  Let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.  And after each petition.
Ye faithful, for these brethren that...    

That the Lord our God may establish them...  

That He may enlighten then with the light...  

That He may vouchsafe unto them, at the appropriate time... 

That they may be born again of...  

That He may grant unto then the perfection...  

That He may number them with His holy...  

Save, have mercy, succour and preserve them... 

As many as are preparing for illumination.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord. 

THE PRAYER FOR THOSE THAT ARE PREPARING FOR

HOLY ILLUMINATION

 PRIEST

Reveal Thy countenance, O Lord...  

For Thou art our illumination...  

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST [or Deacon]
As many as are to be illumined depart... 

As many as are faithful,

Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.

Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us...

Wisdom.

Here endeth the exhortation to them that are preparing for baptism that is added to the Liturgy from the Wednesday of the fourth week in Lent. 

THE FIRST PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

PRIEST

O God, great and praiseworthy...  

For unto Thee belong all glory... 

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST [or Deacon]
Again and again in peace let us pray unto the Lord.

Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us...

Wisdom.

THE SECOND PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

PRIEST

O  holy Master, who art most good... 

According to the gift of Thy Christ... 

And the Choir shall sing slowly and solemnly the following hymn in place of the Cherubic Hymn. 

Now the heavenly powers invisibly do worship with us: for behold, the King of glory entereth. 

At this point the choir shall pause whilst the Priest [and Deacon] makes [make] the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts. And when the Priest [and Deacon]  has [have] entered the Sanctuary the choir shall continue:

Behold, the mystical sacrifice all accomplished is borne on high. In faith and love let us draw near that we may become partakers of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

And when the Choir has finished the Priest [or the Deacon] shall say: 
Let us complete our supplication unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition
For the precious and presanctified gifts...  

That our God, which loveth mankind... 

That He may deliver us from all tribulation... 

Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us... 

That this whole evening may be perfect... 

CHOIR:  Grant us O Lord. And after each petition
For an angel of peace, faithful guide...  

For pardon and remission of our sins...  

For things good and profitable to our souls... 

That we may pass the remainder of our... 

For a Christian ending to our life, painless... 

Having besought the unity of the faith...  

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord. 

THE PRAYER AT THE SETTING OF 

THE HOLY GIFTS UPON THE ALTAR

PRIEST

O God of ineffable and unseen mysteries... 

And vouchsafe, O Lord, that boldly...  

And the Priest, [the Deacon] the choir and all the people recite the Lord’s Prayer. And having finished, the Priest shall say:

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.
The Priest shall then bless the people saying:
Peace unto all.

CHOIR: And unto thy spirit

PRIEST[or Deacon]

Let us bow down our heads before the Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.
PRIEST

O God, who alone art good and compassionate... 

Through the grace and compassions...  

The Priest, bowing his head shall say also this prayer:

Give heed, O Lord Jesus Christ, our God... 

Then he [or the Deacon]  shall say aloud:

 Let us give heed.

The Presanctified Holy Things unto the holy.
CHOIR: One only is holy…

Then taking up the chalice he [or the Deacon] shall show it to the people saying:
With fear of God, with faith and love draw near.

CHOIR: Amen.

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us.
And as many as desire to communicate shall now approach one by one in an orderly fashion bearing themselves with all godly humility and awe. The Priest shall  communicate to each the Holy Mysteries saying to each:
The servant of God [name] partaketh of the precious and most holy Body and Blood of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ, for the remission of his/her sins and unto life everlasting.
Or 

The Body and Blood of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Or 

The Body and Blood of Christ.

And when all have communicated the Priest shall bless the people with the chalice saying:

Save, O God, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
And he shall go into the Sanctuary and place the chalice on the Holy Altar.  

CHOIR

I will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall continually be in my mouth. Taste ye the heavenly Bread and the cup of life; and see how gracious is the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Blessed is our God;

And turning to face the people he shall say aloud:
Always, now and for ever: world without end.

And he shall proceed to the offertory table and there set  them down: the choir meanwhile singing “Let our mouths be filled”. And when the choir is finished, he [or the Deacon] shall say:

Be upright: having partaken of the divine... 

Succour, save, have mercy and preserve us...

Having prayed that this whole...

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord. 

For Thou art our sanctification, and to Thee we ascribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and unto the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

Let us depart in peace.

PRIEST [or Deacon]
Let us pray unto the Lord.
And going out of the Sanctuary by the Holy Doors, the Priest shall stand   below the chancel steps and say the following prayer.

O Master Almighty, who didst create all things in wisdom... 

For blessed and glorified be Thy most honourable...  
CHOIR: Amen. Blessed is the name of the Lord… [3]
And the Reader shall recite Psalms 33 [34] and 144 [145]

 PSALM 33 [34]
I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him. O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. The rich have become poor and hungry, but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.
PSALM 144 [145]

I will extol thee, my God, O King; and will bless thy name for ever and ever. Everyday will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. Great is the Lord, and  greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts. I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. And men  shall speak of the might of thy  terrible  acts:  and  I  will  declare thy greatness. They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness. The Lord is gracious, and full of com​passion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works. All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; to make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down. The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon  him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them. The Lord preserveth all them that love
him: but all the wicked will he destroy. My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.

Then facing the people he [or the Deacon] shall say:

Let us pray unto the Lord.

The Priest standing by the Holy Doors shall bless the people saying:
May the blessing and mercy of the Lord...  

Glory be to Thee, O our God, glory be to Thee.
THE DISMISSAL
May Christ our true God, by the prayers... 

CHOIR

May the Lord God make firm the holy and undefiled faith of pious Orthodox Christians in this holy Church [monastery], this city [village] and in all Thy world, for ever and ever. Amen.

Eternal be the memory of the blessed and ever-memorable founders of this holy Church [monastery] and all Orthodox Christians. 

PRIEST 

May the Holy Trinity preserve the people in peace always, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR

Unto him who blesses and sanctifies us; do Thou, O Lord, preserve unto many years.

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.

ORDER FOR THE COMMEMORATION OF FEASTS AFTER THE DIVINE LITURGY

After the Divine Liturgy it would be Theologically wrong to offer any other prayers except for the prayers of Thanksgiving, but a dispensation is made for those who have brought an offering to celebrate the saint or Feast of the day and also for a memorial service. Thus if there is an offering to celebrate a Feast, after the “Behind the Pulpit Prayer” the choir shall sing the apolytikion hymn of the feast and the Priest, taking up the censer, shall go to the customary table and  say:    

Have mercy upon us, O God, after Thy great goodness... 

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. [3] And after each petition.
Again we pray for all pious and Orthodox Christians.

Again we pray for our Archbishop…

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace…

Again we pray for the preservation of this holy temple…

Again we pray that the Lord our God hear…

PRIEST: Hear us, O God and our Saviour…

For Thou art a merciful God…
CHOIR: Amen.
And if an offering of Kolyva is offered the Priest shall say:

Let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Lord have mercy.

PRIEST: O Lord, who hast brought all things to perfection through Thy word…

For Thou art that blesses and sanctifies all things…

CHOIR:Amen.       

THE MEMORIAL SERVICE AT THE

END OF THE LITURGY
 After the “Behind the Pulpit Prayer”, or after the prayers to commemorate a Feast (above) the Priest taking up the censer shall go to the customary table whereon the kolyva have been placed and the choir shall sing the following:

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.
The Choir of saints has found the fountain of life and the door of Paradise. May I also find the way through repentance: I am the sheep that was lost; call me back and save me, O Saviour.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.

Of old Thou hast created me from nothing and honoured me with Thy divine image; but when I disobeyed Thy commandments, Thou hast returned me  to the earth from whence I was taken: lead me back again to Thy likeness, refashioning my ancient beauty.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.

I am an image of Thine ineffable glory, though I bear the scars of my transgressions. Take pity on Thy creature, O Master, and cleanse me in Thy loving-kindness. Grant me the fatherland for which I long, making me once more a citizen of Paradise.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.

Give rest, O God, unto Thy servant[s], and establish him [her, them] in Paradise; where the Choirs of the saints and the righteous, O Lord, shine as the stars of heaven; to Thy reposed servant[s] do Thou give rest, overlooking all his [her, their] offences.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

The threefold radiance of the one Godhead let us with reverence
praise and cry aloud: Holy art Thou, O Father without beginning, O co-eternal Son and Divine Spirit. Enlighten us who with faith worship Thee, and snatch us from the eternal fire.

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Hail, O Virgin, who gave birth to God in the flesh for the salvation of all. Through thee the human race hath found salvation, through thee may we find Paradise, O Mother of God, pure and blessed.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory to Thee, O God. [3]
With the saints give rest, O Christ, to the soul[s] of Thy servant[s], where there is no pain, nor sorrow, nor any sighing, but life everlasting.

PRIEST

Together with the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest to the soul[s] of Thy servant[s], O Saviour; and preserve it [them] in that life of blessedness near to thee, O Lover of mankind.

CHOIR

In the place of Thy rest, O Lord, where all the saints repose, give rest also to the soul[s] of Thy servant[s], for Thou only art Immortal.

PRIEST
Glory to the Father, and to the Son. And to the Holy Spirit. 

Thou art our God, who didst descend into Hades, and didst loose the pains of those held captive: do Thou also give rest to the soul[s] of Thy servant[s], O Saviour.

CHOIR
Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

O Virgin, who alone art pure and immaculate, and didst mystically bring forth God, intercede for the salvation of the
soul[s] of thy servant[s].

PRIEST
 Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Thy great mercy; we pray Thee, hear us and have mercy.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.
PRIEST

Again we pray for the repose of the soul[s] of the departed servant[s] of God [name(s)], and for the forgiveness of his [her, their] every transgression, voluntary and involuntary.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.

PRIEST

Let the Lord God establish his [her, their] soul[s] where the just repose; the mercies of God, the kingdom of the heavens, and the remission of his [her, their] sins, let us beseech of Christ, our immortal King and our God.

CHOIR: Grant us, O Lord.

PRIEST

O God of all spirits and of every flesh, who didst trample down death and didst overcome the devil, bestowing life to this world; do Thou, O Lord, give rest to the soul[s] of Thy departed servant[s] [name(s)] in a place of light, in a place of green pasture, in a place of refreshment, from whence pain, sorrow and mourning have fled away. Every sin committed by him [her, them] in thought, word or deed, do Thou as our good and man-befriending God forgive: for there is no man that shall live and not sin, Thou alone art without sin. Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is truth.

For Thou art the resurrection, the life and the repose of Thy departed servant[s] [name(s)], O Christ our God, and to Thee we ascribe glory, together with Thine eternal Father and Thine all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST

Everlasting be thy [your] memory, O our brother [sister, brethren], who art worthy of blessedness and eternal memory. [3]
CHOIR
Everlasting be the memory, everlasting be the memory, everlasting be his [her, their] memory.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

TO BE READ AFTER PARTAKING OF

HOLY COMMUNION

When thou hast partaken of the life-giving and mystical gifts praise God straightway. Give much thanks and say with a fervent soul:

Glory be to Thee, O God. Glory be to Thee, O God. Glory be to Thee, O God.  

And then these prayers of thanksgiving

I thank Thee, O Lord my God, for that Thou hast not rejected me, a sinner, but hast suffered me to be a partaker of Thy holy things. I thank Thee that unworthy as I am Thou hast enabled me to receive of Thy most pure and heavenly gifts. And yet more over I beseech Thee, O Lord and lover of mankind, who for our sakes didst die and rise again, and hast provided us these dread and life-giving mysteries unto the benefit and hallowing of our souls and bodies: Grant that these Thy gifts may be even unto me for the healing of soul and body, and the driving out of every adversary; for the enlightening of the eyes of my understanding, and peace for the powers of my soul; for faith unashamed, and love without dissimulation; for the fullness of wisdom, and the keeping of Thy commandments; for the increase of Thy divine grace, and an inheritance in the kingdom. That preserved by them in Thy holiness I may be ever mindful of Thy grace, and not henceforth live unto myself but unto Thee, our bountiful Lord.

And when I have departed this life in the hope of life everlasting, vouchsafe that I may enter unto eternal rest, where the voice of them that flourish is unceasing, and the delight of them that behold the unsearchable beauty of Thy countenance knoweth no bound: for Thou art the true desire and the ineffable joy of them that love Thee, O Christ our God, and all creation doth sing Thy praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

2. A PRAYER OF S. BASIL THE GREAT
Lord Christ our God, King of the ages and Maker of all things: I thank Thee for the blessings that Thou hast bestowed on me, and for the communion of Thy pure and life-giving mysteries. Wherefore I beseech Thee, gracious Lord and lover of mankind. Protect and hide me under the shadow of Thy wings; and grant me even unto my last breath to partake of Thy sacred gifts, worthily and with a clean conscience, foe the remission of sins and unto life everlasting. For Thou art the bread of life, the well-spring of holiness, the giver of all good; and unto Thee we ascribe glory, together with  the Father and the Holy Ghost; now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

3. A PRAYER OF S. SYMEON METAPHRATES
O Thou who didst gladly give me Thy flesh for nourishment; who art fire to consume the unworthy: Burn me not, O my Creator, but search out my members. Quicken my reins and my heart. Let Thy flames devour the thorns of all my transgressions. Purify my soul. Sanctify my thoughts. Knit firm my bones. Enlighten my senses. Piece me with Thy fear. Be Thou my continual shield. Watch over and preserve me from every word and deed that corrupt the soul. Purge me and wash me clean and adorn me. Order my ways, give me understanding and enlighten me. Make me the temple of Thy Holy Ghost, and no more the habitation of sin, that as from fire all evil, every passion, may flee from me, who through Holy Communion am become a place for Thy dwelling. I bring unto Thee all the saints to make intercession: The ranks of the heavenly hosts; Thy forerunner; the wise Apostles; and withal Thy pure and holy Mother. Their prayers receive, O merciful Christ, and make Thy servant a child of light. For Thou art our hallowing. Thou only art the brightness of our souls, O gracious Lord: And we rightly give glory to Thee, our Lord and our God, all the days of our life.

4. ANOTHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ our God, may Thy sacred body be for me unto life everlasting, and Thy precious blood unto remission of sins. May this Eucharist be for me unto joy, health and gladness. And at Thy dread second coming, account me, a sinner, worthy to stand on the right hand of Thy glory: By the prayers of thy most holy Mother, and of all Thy saints.

5. PRAYER TO THE MOTHER OF GOD
Most holy Mother of God, who art the light of my darkened soul; my hope, my refuge and shelter; my comfort and my joy: I give thee thanks for that thou hast suffered me, unworthy as I am, to be a partaker of the pure body and precious blood of thy Son. Do thou who didst bring forth the true light, enlighten the eyes of my understanding. Thou that gavest birth to the fountain of immortality, quicken me who am slain by sin. Thou who art all compassion, O Mother of the merciful God, have mercy upon me, and bestow on me the spirit of remorse and a contrite heart. Give me lowliness of mind. Loose my captive thoughts. And vouchsafe that even unto my last breath I may without condemnation receive the hallowing of the most pure sacrament unto the healing of soul and body. And grant me the grace of repentance and confession that I may praise and glorify thee all the days of my life. For blessed art thou and all glorious for ever and ever. Amen. [3]
SONG OF SYMEON

PRIEST

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel.

O Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us. (3)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, world without end. Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us; O Lord, cleanse us from our sins; O Master, pardon our transgressions; O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy Name’s sake.

Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. [3]
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

PRIEST

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

Then after the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
Troparion to St. John Chrysostom.
Grace shone forth from thy lips like a flame of fire to illumine the universe. Thou didst teach us to neglect the treasures of this world. Thou hast shewn unto us the height of divine humility. Thou whose words are for our admonition, O Father John Chrysostom, pray unto Christ the Word that our souls be saved.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

And the Kontakion

From on high didst thou receive grace divine, and the words of thy lips instruct all men to worship one God in the Holy Trinity. O blessed Saint John Chrysostom, we rightly praise thee, for thou art our guide who dost manifest things divine.

After the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.
 Troparion to St. Basil the Great
Thy voice is gone out into all the earth, all peoples have received thy word, wherewith thou didst teach fitly of God; wherewith thou didst expound the nature of all things; and didst adorn the manners of men. O holy father, royal priesthood, pray to Christ our God that our souls be saved.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
And the Kontakion

Rock-like foundation of the Church hast thou shewn thyself, dispensing unto all men dominion inviolate, sealed by thy testimony, O Basil proven by heaven most holy.
After the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts.

Troparion of St. Gregory  Dialogos, Pope of Rome. 

O blessed and glorious Gregory, endowed with divine grace from God on high, and strengthened by His might, thou didst choose to walk in the way of the Gospel. Wherefore hast thou received in Christ the reward of thy labours. Do thou intreat Him to save our souls. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

And the Kontakion

O Gregory out father, thou hast shewn thyself a shepherd like unto Christ the shepherd, leading companies of monks to the heavenly fold, and from there hast taught to his sheep the commandments of Christ. And now thou dost rejoice with exceeding great joy with them in the height of heaven. 

Now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

O Lord, by the intercessions of the Mother of God and of all Thy saints, do Thou grant unto us Thy peace and have mercy upon us, for Thou alone art loving-kind.

Kyrie eleison [12], Glory… Now… More honourable than the cherubim…

Holy Father, give the blessing.

PRIEST

May [He who is risen from the dead], Christ our true God, by the prayers of His most holy Mother; of the holy and all-glorious Apostles; of [name of the saint to whom the Church is dedicated]; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople [or if the Liturgy of St. Basil was celebrated then Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia]; and of all the saints, have mercy upon us, and save us, for He is good and loving-kind.

By the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

CHOIR: Amen.

THE GREAT BLESSING OF THE WATERS

After the “Behind the Pulpit Prayer”, the Priest [and Deacon] goes in procession preceded by lighted candles and censer, to the font where the Blessing of the Waters is to be held.

Tone 8

CHOIR

The voice of the Lord upon the waters cries aloud saying: Come ye all, and receive the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of understanding, the Spirit of the fear of God, from Christ who is made manifest. [2]
Today the nature of the waters is sanctified, and the Jordan is parted in two; it holds back the stream of its own waters, seeing the Master wash Himself.

O Christ the King, Thou hast come unto the river as a man, and in Thy goodness Thou dost make haste to receive the baptism of a servant at the hands of the Forerunner, for the sake of our sins, O Thou who lovest mankind.

Glory be to the Father... Now and for ever... 

At the voice of one crying in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord”, Thou hast come, O Lord, taking the form of a servant, and Thou who knowest not sin dost ask for baptism. The waters saw Thee and were afraid; the Forerunner was seized with trembling and cried aloud, saying: “How shall the lamp illuminate the Light? How shall the servant set his hand upon the Master? O Saviour who takest away the sin of the world, sanctify both me and the water”.  

And the Reader shall read the readings from the Old Testament.

READER: The reading is from the Book of Isaiah.
PRIEST: Wisdom. Let us give heed.
ISAIAH 35:1-10

READER

Thus saith the Lord: The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

 READER: The reading is from the Book of Isaiah.
PRIEST: Wisdom. Let us give heed.
ISAIAH 55: 1-13

READER

Thus saith the Lord: Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people. Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee. Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

READER: The reading is from the Book of Isaiah.
PRIEST: Wisdom. Let us give heed.
ISAIAH  12: 3-6

READER

Thus saith the Lord: Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted. Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.

READER: The Lord is my light and my salvation: whom shall I fear? 

PRIEST: Let us give heed.

READER: The Lord is the defender of my life: of whom shall I be afraid?

PRIEST: Wisdom.
READER: The reading is from the  Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
PRIEST: Let us give heed.
1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-4

READER
Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

And on the completion of the Apostolic reading the Priest shall bless the reader saying:

PRIEST: Peace unto thee [that readest].

CHOIR: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

And the choir shall sing the Alleluia with the appointed verses.  

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.

The God of glory thundered, the Lord is upon many waters.
PRIEST 

Wisdom. Stand steadfast. Let us hear the Holy Gospel. 

Peace unto all.
CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.

PRIEST

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
Let us give heed.

CHOIR: Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.

MARK 1: 9-11

PRIEST

And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

And after the Gospel reading the choir shall say:

Glory be to Thee, O Lord, glory be to Thee.
PRIEST

In peace let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison or Lord have mercy. And after each petition,
For the peace from on high, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray unto the Lord.

For the peace and union of the whole world, and for the good estate of the holy churches of God, let us pray unto the Lord.

For this holy temple and for them that enter therein with faith, reverence and fear of God, let us pray unto the Lord. 

For our Archbishop (…..), for the honourable order of priesthood, and for the diaconate which is in Christ, for all the clergy and the people, let us pray unto the Lord.

For this city, [village, monastery] for every city and land, and for them that dwell therein with faith, let us pray unto the Lord.
For fair seasons and the abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray unto the Lord.

For them that travel by land, by water, by air; for the sick and the suffering, for those in captivity, and for their salvation, let us pray unto the Lord. 

For this water, that it may be sanctified by the might and operation and descent of the Holy Spirit, let us pray unto the Lord.

For these waters, that the cleansing operation of the Trinity Supreme in Being may come down upon them, let us pray unto the Lord.

That there may be sent down upon it the grace of redemption, and the blessing of the Jordan, let us pray unto the Lord.

That we may be enlightened by the light of knowledge and godliness through the descent of the Holy Spirit, let us pray unto the Lord.

For this water, that it may become, a gift of sanctification, a remission of sins, for the healing of soul and body and for every purpose that is expedient, let us pray unto the Lord

For this water, that it may become a fountain springing up unto eternal life, let us pray unto the Lord.

For this water, that it may serve to the averting of every evil purpose of enemies visible and invisible; let us pray unto the Lord.

For those who draw from this water and take it for the sanctification of their dwellings, let us pray unto the Lord.

For this water, that it may bestow cleansing of soul and body upon all who draw it with faith and partake of it, let us pray unto the Lord. 

That we may be accounted worthy to be filled with holiness through the partaking of these waters, by the invisible manifestation of the Holy Spirit, let us pray unto the Lord.

That the Lord our God may hearken unto the voice of the supplication of us sinners and have mercy upon us, let us pray unto the Lord.

That He may deliver us from all tribulation, wrath, danger and necessity; let us pray unto the Lord.

Succour, save, have mercy, and preserve us, O God, by Thy grace.

Mindful of our most holy and undefiled, most blessed and glorious Lady, Mother of God and ever-Virgin Mary, and of all the saints; Let us commend ourselves and one another, and our whole life to Christ our God.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

 If the Priest  co-celebrates with a Deacon he shall say the following Prayer [silently]  during the Great Litany otherwise he shall recite it during the readings from the Old Testament.  

PRIEST
O Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son, who art in the bosom of the Father, true God, source of life and immortality, Light of Light, who camest into the world to enlighten it, shine upon our understanding with Thy Holy Spirit and accept us who offer unto Thee glory and thanksgiving for all Thy great and wondrous works from all ages, and for Thy saving dispensation in these last times. For Thou hast clothed Thyself in our poor and infirm nature, and hast submitted Thyself to servitude, Thou who art King of all; and moreover Thou hast accepted to be baptized in the Jordan by the hand of a servant, that having sanctified the nature of the waters, O sinless Lord, Thou mightest lead us to a new birth through water and Spirit, and restore us again to our original freedom. Keeping feast in remembrance of this divine mystery, we entreat Thee, O Master who lovest mankind: sprinkle upon us, Thine unworthy servants, according to Thy divine promise, cleansing water, the gift of Thy compassion; grant that the petition of us sinners over this water may be acceptable unto Thy goodness, and that thereby Thy blessing may be granted, to us and to all Thy faithful people unto the glory of Thy holy and venerated Name. For unto Thee, belong all glory, honour, and worship together with Thine eternal Father, and Thine all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, , now, and ever: world without end. Amen.
Then the priest says aloud the following prayer, composed by Sophronios, Patriarch of Jerusalem. On the Eve of the Feast the Priest shall not say all the Prayer, but shall   begin from “Great art Thou O Lord...”
O Trinity supreme in being, in goodness, and in Godhead, almighty, who watchest over all, invisible, incomprehensible,
Maker of spiritual beings and rational natures, innate Good​
ness, Light that none can approach and that lightens every man that comes into the world : Shine also upon me Thine unworthy servant. Enlighten the eyes of my understanding that I may make bold to sing the praises of Thy measureless beneficence and Thy might. May the prayer be acceptable that I offer for the people here present. Let not my faults hinder Thy Holy Spirit from coming to this place, but suffer me now uncondemned to cry to Thee, O most good Lord, and to say: We glorify Thee, O Master who lovest mankind, almighty, pre-eternal King. We glorify Thee, the Creator and Maker of all. We glorify Thee, O only-begotten Son of God, born without father from Thy Mother, and without mother from Thy Father.
In the preceding feast we saw Thee as a child, while in the present we behold Thee full-grown, our God made manifest, perfect God from perfect God. For today, the time of the feast is at hand for us: the choir of saints assembles with us and angels join with men in keeping festival. Today the grace of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descended upon the waters. Today the Sun that never sets has risen and the world is filled with splendour by the light of the Lord. Today the moon shines upon the world with the brightness of its rays. Today the glittering stars make the inhabited earth fair with the radiance of their shining. Today the clouds drop down upon mankind the dew of righteousness from on high. Today the Uncreated of His own will accepts the laying on of hands from His own creature. Today the Prophet and Forerunner approaches the Master, but stands before Him with trembling, seeing the condescension of God towards us. Today the waters of the Jordan are transformed into healing by the coming of the Lord. Today the whole creation is watered by mystical streams. Today the transgressions of men are washed away by the waters of the Jordan. Today Paradise has been opened to men and the Sun of Righteousness shines down upon us. Today the bitter water, as once with Moses and the people of Israel, is changed to sweetness by the coming of the Lord. Today we have been released from our ancient lamentation, and as the new Israel, we have found salvation. Today we have been delivered from darkness and illuminated with the light of the knowledge of God. Today the blinding mist of the world is dispersed by the Epiphany of our God. Today the whole creation shines with light from on high. Today error is laid low and the coming of the Master has made for us a way of salvation. Today things above keep feast with things below, and things below commune with things above. Today the triumphant assembly of the Orthodox keeps this holy festival with great joy. Today the Master hastens towards baptism that He may lift man up to the heights. Today He that bows not, bows down to His own servant that He may set us free from bondage. Today we have purchased the Kingdom of Heaven: for the Lord’s Kingdom shall have no end. Today earth and sea share the joy of the world, and the world is filled with gladness. The waters saw Thee, O God, the waters saw Thee and were afraid. The Jordan turned back, seeing the fire of the Godhead descending bodily and entering its stream. The Jordan turned back, beholding the Holy Spirit coming down in the form of a dove and flying about Thee. The Jordan turned back, seeing the Invisible made visible, the Creator made flesh, the Master in the form of a servant. The Jordan turned back and the mountains skipped, looking upon God in the flesh; and the clouds gave voice, marvelling at Him who was come, the Light of Light, true God of true God. For today in the Jordan they saw the triumph of the Master; they saw Him drown in the Jordan the death of disobedience, the sting of error, and the chains of hell, and bestow upon the world the baptism of salvation. Therefore, sinner and unworthy servant though I am, I recount the majesty of Thy wonders and, seized with fear, in compunction I cry aloud to Thee:
The priest shall then say in a louder voice:
Great art Thou, O Lord, and marvellous are Thy works; no words suffice to sing the praise of Thy wonders. (3)
Each time the Priest says these words, the choir shall sing:

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

The Priest continues the prayer

For Thou by Thine own will hast brought all things out of nothingness into being, by Thy power Thou dost hold together the creation, and by Thy providence Thou dost govern the world. Of four elements hast Thou compounded the creation: with four seasons hast Thou crowned the cycle of the year. All the spiritual powers tremble before Thee. The sun sings Thy praises; the moon glorifies Thee; the stars supplicate before Thee; the light obeys Thee; the deeps are afraid at Thy presence; the fountains are Thy servants. Thou hast stretched out the heavens like a curtain; Thou hast established the earth upon the waters; Thou hast poured forth the air that living things may breathe. The angelic powers minister to thee; the Choir of Archangels worship Thee; the many-eyed Cherubim and the six-winged Seraphim, standing round Thee and flying about Thee, hide their faces in fear of Thine unapproachable glory. For Thou, the indescribable God, without beginning and inexpressible, hast come upon earth, taking the form of a servant and being made in the likeness of man. For Thou, O Master, in Thy merciful compassion couldst not bear to see mankind beneath the tyranny of the devil, but Thou hast come and saved us. We confess Thy grace, we proclaim Thy mercy, we hide not Thy beneficence. Thou hast set free the offspring of our kind. Thou hast hallowed a Virgin womb by Thy Nativity. At Thine Epiphany the whole creation sang Thy praises. For Thou, our God, hast appeared on earth and dwelt among men, Thou hast sanctified the streams of Jordan, sending down from on high the Most Holy Spirit, and Thou hast broken the heads of the dragons hidden therein.

Therefore, O King who lovest mankind, do Thou Thyself be present now as then through the descent of Thy Holy Spirit, and sanctify this water. (3)

And confer upon it the grace of redemption, the blessing of the Jordan. Make it a source of incorruption, a gift of sanctification, a remission of sins, a protection against disease, a destruction to demons, inaccessible to the adverse powers and filled with angelic strength. That all who draw from it and partake of it may have it for the cleansing of their soul and body, for the healing of their passions, for the sanctification of their dwellings, and for every purpose that is expedient. For Thou art our God, who didst renew through water and Spirit our nature grown old through sin. Thou art our God, who didst drown sin through water in the days of Noah. Thou art our God who, through the waters of the sea, at Moses’ hand didst set free the Hebrew nation from the bondage of Pharaoh. Thou art our God who didst smite the rock in the wilderness: and the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed, and Thou didst satisfy Thy thirsty people. Thou art our God who by water and fire through Elijah didst bring back Israel from the error of Baal.
Do Thou Thyself, O Master, now as then sanctify this water by Thy Holy Spirit  [3]
Grant to all those who touch it, who anoint themselves with it or drink from it, sanctification, blessing, cleansing, and health.
And save, O Lord, Thy servants our faithful rulers. Keep them in peace under Thy protection; put under their feet every enemy and adversary; bestow upon them whatsoever they ask unto salvation and eternal life.
Remember, O Lord, our father and Archbishop [....], and all the priests, the diaconate which is in Christ, the whole order of clergy, the people here present, and  all our brethren who for a just cause are absent. And have mercy upon them and upon us according to Thy great mercy. So, by the elements, by the angels and by men, by things visible and invisible, may Thy most holy Name be glorified, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now, and for ever: world without end.  
CHOIR: Amen.
PRIEST: Peace unto all.
CHOIR: And unto thy spirit.
PRIEST: Let us bow our heads before the Lord.
CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST

Bow down Thine ear and hear us O Lord, Thou who didst deign to be baptized in the Jordan, and thereby sanctified the waters. Bless us all who by the bowing of our heads do show forth our apprehension that we are Thy servants. Grant that we may be filled with Thy sanctification through the partaking and sprinkling of this water, and let it be for us, O Lord, for the health of soul and body.

For Thou art the sanctification of our souls and bodies, and to Thee we ascribe glory, thanksgiving, and worship, together with Thine eternal Father, and Thy most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.

The Priest shall now make the sign of the Cross over the water with the Precious Cross: then, holding the Cross upright in both hands, he shall plunge it into the water, and lift it from the water once again. As he does this, he shall sing the troparion of the Feast:
 Tone 1
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest. For the voice of the Father bore witness unto Thee, calling Thee the beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed His word as sure and steadfast. O Christ our God who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee.

The priest shall then plunge the Cross a second and a third time in the water, doing as before. At each plunge the Choir shall repeat the  troparion. After this, the Priest shall fill a small vessel with the sanctified water and dipping a branch of basil therein, he shall sprinkle the sanctuary and all the church singing the kontakion of the Feast.

Tone 4
Thou hast appeared today to the inhabited earth, and Thy light, O Lord, has been marked upon us, who with know​ledge sing Thy praise: Thou hast come, Thou art made manifest, the Light that no man can approach.

Then the people shall approach and kiss the Cross, and the priest shall sprinkle water on the head of each one with the branch of basil. Clergy and people shall also drink from the water, which has been blessed. All the while, the choir shall sing:

Tone 6
Ye faithful, let us praise the greatness of God’s dispensation towards us. For, becoming man on account of our trans​gression, He who alone is clean and undefiled was cleansed in the Jordan that we might be made clean, sanctifying us and the waters, and crushing the heads of the dragons in the water. Let us then draw water in gladness, O brethren: for upon those who draw with faith, the grace of the Spirit is invisibly bestowed by Christ the God and Saviour of our souls.

Then.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord...  
PRIEST: Let us pray unto the Lord.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison.

The Priest standing by the Holy Doors shall bless the people saying:
May the blessing and mercy of the Lord come upon you, by His divine grace and loving-kindness, always, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen. 

PRIEST: Glory be to Thee, O our God, glory be to Thee.
 May He who deigned to be baptized in the Jordan by John, for our salvation, Christ our true God…

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

In Cyprus, it is customary at the end of the Doxology of Mattins to make the entrance with the Icon of the Mother of God and Child. The Choir come into the sanctuary by the North side and begin to sing slowly the last of the “Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, have mercy upon us”. The Priest meanwhile shall cense the Holy Table whereon has been placed a tray with the Icon adorned with flowers and three lighted candles. Then being preceded by the Choir, lighted candles, the six-winged seraphim and the Deacon censing, the Priest shall lift the tray to the height of his head and exit the sanctuary by the North side making a procession inside the Church. On reaching the centre of the Church, where there has been placed a table, the procession shall go around it three times and then the Priest. Standing before the table facing east shall cry out:

Wisdom. Stand steadfast.

And he shall place the tray with the Icon on the table and taking up the censer, he shall cense the Icon crosswise going round the table three times singing all the while:

Tone 4

We venerate Thy most pure Icon, O Good One, asking forgiveness of our transgressions, O Christ our God, for of Thine own will Thou wast pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, so that Thou mightest deliver from the bondage of the enemy those whom Thou didst fashion. Therefore, in thanksgiving we cry aloud to Thee. Thou hast filled all things with joy, our Saviour, who didst come to save the world.

The Choir shall repeat the Troparion twice.

The Priest shall then venerate the Icon and taking it from the tray, shall raise it high singing:     

Tone 4

O Mother of God, Queen of all, the glory of Orthodoxy, bring down the arrogance of the heretics and their faces in disgrace, who do not venerate  nor  honour, O Most Pure, thy venerable Icon.  

At the Liturgy, after the “Behind the Pulpit Prayer” the Priest, standing by the Holy Doors exclaims:

 A yearly thanksgiving is due to God on account of that day when we recovered the Church of God, with the manifestation of the pious dogmas and the overthrowing of the blasphemies of wickedness. 

Following prophetic sayings, yielding to apostolic exhortations, and standing on the foundation of the accounts in the Gospels, we make festival on this day of dedication and making merry together and rejoicing in prayers and litanies, we cry out in psalms and hymns.

And being preceded by lighted candles, the six-winged seraphim and the censer the Priest and all the people holding Icons exit the Church by the Western doors, making  a   procession   around the Church.

The Choir shall sing in Tone 4.

We venerate Thy most pure Icon, O Good One, asking forgiveness of our transgressions, O Christ our God. 

And reaching the south side, the Priest shall say:

Have mercy upon us, O God, after Thy great goodness. We pray Thee, hear us and have mercy.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. [3] And after each petition
Again we pray for all pious Orthodox Christians.
Again we pray for our Archbishop [Name], and for all our brethren in Christ.

For Thou art a merciful God, and a lover of mankind, and to Thee we ascribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end. 

CHOIR: Amen.
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And moving to the East side the Choir shall sing:

For of Thine own will Thou wast pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, so that Thou mightest deliver from the bondage of the enemy those whom Thou didst fashion. 

And reaching the East side, that is behind the sanctuary, the Priest shall say:

Have mercy upon us, O God, after Thy great goodness. We pray Thee, hear us and have mercy.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. [3] 

Again we pray for the blessed memory and eternal rest of the souls of our fathers and brethren who for faith and country gloriously fought and fell and for everyone who has fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection and eternal life; pious Kings, Patriarchs, Archbishops, Archpriests, Priests, Hieromonks, Deacons and Monks and all Orthodox Christians.

CHOIR: Everlasting be their memory. [3] 
PRIEST
For Thou art the resurrection, the life and the blessed repose of Thy departed servants, O Christ our God, and to Thee we ascribe glory, together with Thine eternal Father and Thine all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.
CHOIR: Amen.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. Who for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He suffered and was buried, and the third day He rose again according to the scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end.

PRIEST
Those who confess the incarnate presence of God the Word by word, by mouth, in the heart and the mind, by writing and in icons: Everlasting be their memory.
CHOIR: Everlasting be their memory. [3] 
PRIEST
Those who know the difference in essences of the one and the same hypostasis of Christ attribute to it properties both created and uncreated, visible and invisible, capable of suffering and beyond suffering, circumscribed and uncircumscribed; they ascribe to the divine essence uncreatedness and the rest, while they acknowledge in the human nature the other qualities, including being circumscribed, and affirm all this both in word and in images: Everlasting be their memory.

CHOIR: Everlasting be their memory. [3] 
PRIEST
Those who, believing and proclaiming, preach the words of the Gospel in writings, and the deeds in forms, to gather together in a single duty that includes both proclamation through words, and sure confirmation of the truth through icons: Everlasting be their memory.

CHOIR: Everlasting be their memory. [3] 

And as they move to the North side the Choir shall sing: 
Therefore in thanksgiving we cry aloud to Thee. Thou hast filled all things with joy, our Saviour, who didst come to save the world.

And reaching the North side the Priest shall say:

Have mercy upon us, O God, after Thy great goodness. We pray Thee, hear us and have mercy.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. [3] And after each petition
Again we pray for our President [Name], for all those in authority over us, for the armed forces who love Christ and all our blessed generation.

For Thou art a merciful God, and a lover of mankind, and to Thee we ascribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.  
CHOIR: Amen.
And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the Prophets.

PRIEST
As the Prophets saw, as the Apostles taught, as the Church has received, as the Teachers express in dogma, as the inhabited world understands together with them, as grace illumines, as the truth makes clear, as error has been banished, as wisdom makes bold to declare, as Christ has assured, so we think, so we speak, so we preach, honouring Christ our true God, and his Saints, in words, in writings, in thoughts, in sacrifices, in churches, in icons, worshipping and revering the One as God and Lord, and honouring them because of their common Lord as those who are close to him and serve him, and making to them relative veneration. 

And moving to the West side the Choir shall sing:

The Church has been shown forth as a heavenly beacon shining on all the faithful, wherefore we standing here cry out to thee, this temple make firm and steadfast, O Lord. 

PRIEST
Have mercy upon us, O God, after Thy great goodness. We pray Thee, hear us and have mercy.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. [3]  
Again we pray for the preservation of this holy temple, for this city, [village or monastery] all cities and land, from destruction, pestilence, famine, earthquakes, flood, fire and the sword, from invasion of enemies, civil war and sudden death. We pray also that our good God and lover of mankind will be merciful, compassionate and easily reconciled and will turn away and dispel all wrath and sickness agitated against us and deliver us from His justified and impending admonition and have mercy upon us.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. [12]
Again we pray that the Lord our God hear the voice of the supplication of us sinners, and have mercy upon us.

CHOIR: Kyrie eleison. [3]
Hear us, O God and our Saviour, the hope of all the ends of the earth, and those far off at sea, and be merciful, yea, be merciful, O Master, upon our sins and have mercy upon us.

For Thou art a merciful God and a lover of mankind, and to Thee we ascribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever: world without end.

CHOIR: Amen.

And in one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRIEST
This is the faith of the Apostles; this is the faith of the Fathers; this is the faith of the Orthodox; this faith makes fast the inhabited world. These preachers of true religion, we praise as brothers and as those we long to have as our fathers, to the glory and honour of the true religion for which they struggled, and say: 

Of the defenders of Orthodoxy, the pious Kings, holy Patriarchs, Archpriests, Teachers, Martyrs and Confessors, Everlasting be their memory.
CHOIR: Everlasting be their memory. [3]

PRIEST

The Holy Trinity has glorified them. By their contests and struggles and teachings for the sake of true religion to the point of death, we entreat God that we may be guided and strengthened and beg that we may be shown to be imitators of their inspired way of life until the end, by the pities and grace of the great and first high-priest Christ, our true God; at the intercessions of our most-glorious Lady, Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, of the god-like Angels and all the Saints.  Amen.

And the Priest giving the benediction with his right hand shall say:

Blessed is the entrance into the holiest, always, now and for ever: world without end. Amen.

And entering the Church the Priest shall sing: 

Tone 7

Who is so great a God as our God? Thou only art the God that doest wonders.

And the Choir also shall sing the same twice:

Who is so great a God as our God? Thou only art the God that doest wonders. [2] 

And then the Choir shall sing the Dismissal hymn:

Blessed is the Name of the Lord...

And the Priest shall give the Dismissal in the usual way.

INTROITS

 SUNG ON FEASTS OF THE LORD

At the Little Entrance there shall be sung on

14th September: The Exaltation of the Life-giving Cross.

Exalt ye the Lord God, and worship at His footstool; for He is holy.

Save us, O Son of God, Thou who was crucified in the flesh, who sing to     Thee, alleluia.

25th December: The Nativity of our Lord.
I have begotten Thee from the womb before the morning. The Lord sware, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec.

Save us, O Son of God, who of the Virgin art born, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

1st January: The Circumcision of our Lord.
O come, let us worship and bow down before Christ.

Save us, O Son of God,  who in the flesh was circumcised, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

6th January: Theophany.
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us.

Save us, O Son of God, who was baptized in the Jordan by John, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

2nd February: The Meeting of our Lord.

The Lord hath made known His salvation: His righteousness hath He revealed in the sight of the heathen.

Save us, O Son of God, who was held in the arms of the righteous Symeon, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

25th March: the Annunciation of the Mother of God.
Tell forth from day to day, the glad tidings of the salvation of our God.

Save us, O Son of God, who of the Virgin was made flesh, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

Palm Sunday.
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us.

Save us, O Son of God, who didst sit on a colt of an ass, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

Easter Day until the leave-taking of the Feast.
Bless ye God in the congregations, even the Lord, from the fountain of Israel.

Save us, O Son of God, Thou who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee alleluia.

The Ascension of our Lord, Ascension Thursday.
God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

Save us, O Son of God, who hast ascended from us into the heavens, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

Sunday of Pentecost [Whit Sunday].
Be Thou exalted, Lord, in Thine own strength: so will we sing and praise Thy power.

Save us, O good Comforter, who sing to Thee, alleluia.

6th August: The Transfiguration of our Lord. 
For with Thee is the fountain of life, O Lord, and in Thy light shall we see light.

Save us, O Son of God, who was transfigured upon Mount Tabor, who sing to The, alleluia.

RESURRECTION  HYMNS

TONE 1

When the Jews made sure Thy sepulchre by sealing the stone, And the soldiers stood guard by Thy most sacred body, O Saviour, Thou didst rise the third day, granting life to all the world. Wherefore all the host of heaven, cried out to Thee the giver of life: Glory to Thy resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, Glory to Thy ispensation, O lover of mankind.

TONE 2

When Thou didst descend toward death, O Life Everlasting, Then Thou didst shatter Hades with the light of Thy Divinity. And when Thou didst raise the dead from that infernal place, All the heavenly powers cried unto Thee, O Christ our God, the giver of life, glory to Thee.

TONE 3

Let the heavens rejoice and all that is on earth be glad, For the Lord hath shown strength with His arm, He hath overcome death by death, And hath become the firstborn from the dead. From the bowels of Hades He delivered us, And hath granted to the world the great mercy.

TONE 4

The glad tidings of the resurrection, The angel made known to the female followers of the Lord. And casting aside their forefathers condemnation, To the Apostles they proudly affirmed; Death hath been overthrown and raise is Christ our God, Granting the world great mercy.

TONE 5

To the Son co-eternal with the Father and the Holy Ghost, Who was born of the Virgin for our salvation, Let us the faithful sing praise and worship: For He will in the flesh to be lifted on the
Cross and to suffer death, And with His glorious resurrection to 
raise the dead.

TONE 6

Angelic powers appeared beside Thy tomb, And the keepers became as dead men; And standing in the sepulchre was Mary seeking, For Thy most sacred body. Thou didst plunder Hades, which failed in tempting Thee. Thou didst meet the virgin and didst give life. Thou who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

TONE 7

Thou hast shattered with Thy Cross the chains of death, And opened to the thief the gates of Paradise; The Myrrhbearers mourning Thou hast transformed, And to Thine Apostles Thou gavest command to preach; That Thou art risen Christ our God, Granting the world Thy great mercy.

TONE 8

Thou didst descend from on high, O All- Merciful; And didst endure for three days the burial: So that Thou might set us free from our passions. Thou art our life and our resurrection: O Lord, glory to Thee.  

TROPARIA AND KONTAKIA FOR THE GREAT FEASTS

THE BIRTH OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 8th September
TROPARION
Thy birth, O Mother of God, has brought joy to all the inhabited earth: for from thee has shone forth the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God. He has loosed us from the curse and given the blessing; He has made death of no effect, and bestowed on us eternal life.

KONTAKION

O Undefiled, by thy holy Nativity Joachim and Anna were set free from the reproach of childlessness, and Adam and Eve from the corruption of death. Delivered from the guilt of sin, Thy people keep the feast as they sing unto thee: The barren woman bears the Theotokos who sustains our life.

THE EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS CROSS 14th September 

TROPARION

Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance, granting them victory over their enemies; And by Thy Cross, do Thou, protect Thy commonwealth.

KONTAKION

Lifted up of Thine own will upon the Cross, do Thou bestow Thy compassions upon the new commonwealth, that bears Thy name, O Christ our God, make glad with Thy strength, our pious rulers, granting them victory over their enemies; may they have as an alliance, that invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace.

ENTRY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 21st November

TROPARION
Today is the foreshadowing of the good pleasure of God and the herald of the salvation of men. The Virgin is revealed in the temple of God, and beforehand she announces Christ to all. Let us therefore cry to her with mighty voice: Hail! Thou fulfilment of the Creator’s dispensation.

KONTAKION

The all-pure Temple of the Saviour, the precious Bridal Chamber and Virgin, the sacred treasure of the glory of God, is led today into the house of the Lord, and with her she brings the grace of the divine Spirit. Of her God’s angels sing in praise: ‘She is indeed the heavenly Tabernacle.’

PRE-FEAST OF THE NATIVITY

KONTAKION

Today the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth ineff​ably to the pre-eternal Word. Hearing this, be of good cheer, O inhabited earth, and with the angels and the shepherds glorify Him whose will it was to be made manifest a young Child, the pre-eternal God.
THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST 25th December
TROPARION
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone upon the world with the light of knowledge: for thereby they who adored the stars through a star were taught to worship Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee the Dayspring from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee. 

KONTAKION

Today the Virgin gives birth to Him who is above all being, and the earth offers a cave to Him whom no man can approach. Angels with shepherds give glory, and Magi journey with a star. For unto us is born a young Child, the pre-eternal God. 

THEOPHANY 6th January

TROPARION

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest. For the voice of the Father bore witness unto Thee, calling Thee the beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed His word as sure and steadfast. O Christ our God who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee.

KONTAKION

Thou hast appeared today to the inhabited earth, and Thy light, O Lord, has been marked upon us, who with know​ledge sing Thy praise: Thou hast come, Thou art made manifest, the Light that no man can approach.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 7th January

The memory of the just is praised, but thou art well pleased, O Forerunner, with the testimony of the Lord. For thou hast verily been shown forth as more honoured than the prophets, since thou wast counted worthy to baptize in the stream Him whom they foretold. Therefore, having mightily contended and suffered for the truth, with joy thou hast preached also to those in Hades, of God’s manifestation in the flesh, who takes away the sin of the world and grants unto us great mercy.

THE MEETING OF OUR LORD 2nd February

TROPARION
Hail, O Mother of God, Virgin full of grace: for from thee has shone forth the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, giving light to those in darkness. Be glad also, thou righteous Elder, for thou hast received in thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, who bestows upon us resurrection.

KONTAKION

Thou who hast sanctified by Thy birth a virgin womb and fittingly blessed the hands of Simeon, Thou art come, O Christ our God, and on this day hast saved us. Give peace to Thy commonwealth in time of battle and strengthen the Orthodox people whom Thou hast loved, O Thou who alone lovest mankind.
THE ANNUNCIATION 25th March

TROPARION
Today is the crown of our salvation and the manifestation of the mystery that is from all eternity. The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel announces the good tidings of grace. Therefore let us also join him and cry aloud to the Mother of God: Hail, thou who art full of grace: the Lord is with thee. 

KONTAKION

As our victorious leader of triumphant hosts, and our deliverer from evil we thy flock ascribe to thee, songs of thanksgiving O Mother of God. Inasmuch as thou hast invincible might, keep us free from every danger, that we may cry to thee; Hail, O Bride Unwedded.  

THE TRANSFIGURATION 6th August

TROPARION
Thou wast transfigured upon the mountain, O Christ our God, showing Thy glory to Thy disciples as far as they were able to sustain. Shine forth also upon us sinners, Thine everlasting light, by the prayers of the Mother of God. O Giver of light, glory to Thee.

KONTAKION

Thou wast transfigured upon the mountain, and Thy disciples beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God, as far as they were able so to do: that when they saw Thee crucified, they might know that Thy suffering was voluntary, and might proclaim unto the world that Thou art truly the Brightness of the Father.
THE DORMITION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 15th August

TROPARION
In giving birth, O Mother of God, thou hast retained thy virginity, and in falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world. Thou who art the Mother of Life hast passed over into life, and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from death.

KONTAKION

Neither the tomb nor death had power over the Theotokos who is ever watchful in her prayers and in whose intercession lies unfailing hope. For as the Mother of Life she has been transported into life by Him who dwelt within her ever virgin womb.
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

TROPARION
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he hath overcome death, and to them in the graves hath he given life. 

KONTAKION

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal, Thou didst destroy the power of Hades, and as victor didst rise again, O Christ our God, and the Myrrh-bearing women Thou didst greet with ‘Rejoice’, and to Thine Apostles Thou didst bestow peace: O Thou who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

TROPARION
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, bringing joy to Thy disciples, for Thou didst reassure them through Thy blessing of the promise of the Holy Spirit. For Thou art the Son of God, the redeemer of the world.

KONTAKION

When Thou didst fulfil Thy dispensation for our sakes, and united the things on earth with the things in heaven, Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, in no way divided, but remaining inseparable, and crying to those that love Thee ‘I am with you and no one shall be against you.

PENTECOST

TROPARION
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, who hast made manifest the fishermen as most wise by sending down upon them the Holy Ghost: and by them didst draw the world into Thy net. O Lover of mankind, glory to Thee.

KONTAKION

When the Most High descended He confounded the tongues and divided the nations, but when he parted the tongues of fire He called all to unity: Wherefore with one voice we glorify the All-Holy Spirit.

APOLYTIKIA FOR SAINTS
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE 23rd April Tone 4

As the one renowned for setting captives free, * and for defending those in poverty, * the physician of the sick and the champion of kings, * do thou, o Victory-bearer and Great Martyr George, * intercede to Christ our God * for the salvation of our souls.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. ANDREW 3Oth November Tone 4
As the first-called of the Apostles and blood brother of the most eminent, do thou, Andrew, beseech the Master of all, that He may grant peace unto the world, and unto our souls great mercy.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. BARNABAS Tone 1

The great glory of Cyprus, the preacher of the world, * the first amongst the Antiochians, * the architect of Christian calling, * the renowned pioneer of Rome,* and the divine hauler of the nations,* the vessel of grace, the kinsman of the Holy Spirit, * the travelling companion of the holy and great Apostle Paul, * first amongst the Seventy, equal to the Twelve. * Let us all the faithful piously come together * and crown Barnabas with hymns * for he intercedes with Christ * to have mercy upon our souls. 
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. SILOUAN Tone 3
Presented as a herald to the world,* in godly words thou art the sweetness of * Christ’s love, O Thrice-blessed: * For thou didst see Him who is humble and meek,* and of His heart thou didst assimilate. * Wherefore, we all being radiant with the words * of thy godly tongue, O Blessed Silouan, * Glorify the Spirit that glorified thee.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. PHANOURIOS Tone 4

On earth is brightly sung a heavenly chant, * in heaven the choir of Angels joyfully celebrate, * an earthly festival. * From on high they hymn * the praise of thy contests, * From below the Church * proclaims thy heavenly glory, * which thou didst acquire through thy struggles and battles,* O glorious Phanourius. 

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. DEMETRIOS Tone 3

The world hath found in thee, a great defender in times of need, and a victor against the heathen, O Champion. Wherefore as Lyaeus’ disdainfulness thou didst bring down by reassuring Nestor in the stadium, do thou, O holy and Greatmartyr Demetrios, intercede to Christ our God that He may grant unto us great mercy.  

APOLYTIKION ON THE BIRTH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST. Tone 4 
We are unable who most ardently honour thee, O Prophet and Forerunner of the showing of Christ, to praise thee as it is meet: for the womb that was barren and thy father’s dumbness, were loosed by thy glorious and noble nativity, and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed unto the world.
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. PANTELEIMON  Tone 3
O champion and healer saint Panteleimon, beseech our merciful God that He may grant unto our souls the remission of sins.
COMMON TROPARION FOR AN APOSTLE Tone 3

O Holy Apostle (.....), beseech our merciful God, that He may grant unto souls the remission of our sins.
COMMON TROPARION FOR AN EVANGELIST Tone 3

O Holy Apostle and Evangelist (.....), beseech our merciful God, that He may grant unto souls the remission of our sins.

COMMON TROPARION FOR HIERARCHS Tone 4
Principle of faith and the image of meekness, as a teacher of temperance thou wast revealed to thy flock as the fulfilment of the truth. Whereby through humility thou hast won the things on high, through poverty gained riches. O hierarch father (.....) pray to Christ our God for the salvation of our souls  

COMMON TROPARION FOR HIEROMARTYRS Tone 4

Through their like manner of life, and by succeeding to their throne, like the Apostles thou hast become, finding the means, O God-inspired, through contemplation: whereby thou didst rightly divide the word of truth, and with thy blood didst suffer for the faith. Wherefore, O Hieromartyr (.....), intercede to Christ our God for the salvation of our souls.

 COMMON TROPARION FOR A CONFESSOR Tone 8
Guide of the Orthodox faith, a teacher of piety and humility. Illuminator of the world, the pride and glory of bishops, O God-inspired. Wise (.....), thy teaching hast enlightened all, O harp of the Spirit, intercede to Christ our God, for the salvation of our souls.

COMMON TROPARION FOR A MARTYR Tone 4

Thy Martyr, O Lord, in his struggles received, a crown of incorruptibility from Thee our God: for with Thy strength he wiped out tyrants, and overcame demons, rendering them powerless. By his intercessions, O Christ our God, save our souls.

 COMMON TROPARION FOR MARTYRS Tone 4

Thy Martyrs, O Lord, in their struggles received, crowns of incorruptibility from Thee our God: for with Thy strength they wiped out tyrants, and overcame demons, rendering them powerless. By their intercessions, O Christ our God, save our souls. 
COMMON TROPARION FOR MARTYRS Tone 1

For the sufferings of the saints which they endured for Thy sake do Thou, O Lord, have compassion, and heal, we beseech Thee, all our sufferings, O Lover of mankind.

COMMON TROPARION FOR A WOMAN MARTYR Tone 4

Thy Ewe Lamb O Jesus cries with a loud voice, Thee my Bridegroom I desire and I seek Thee with strife, And I’m crucified and buried with Thee in Thy Baptism, And suffer for Thee so that I may reign with Thee, And die for Thee so that I may live in thee. Therefore accept as an unblemished sacrifice, her who ardently was slain for Thee. By her intercessions, O Merciful Saviour, save our souls.

COMMON TROPARION FOR   UNMERCINARIES Tone 8

O holy wonder-workers and selfless physicians, visit our infirmities, freely ye have received, freely give unto us.

COMMON TROPARION FOR A PROPHET Tone 2

The memory of Thy Prophet (.....) we celebrate, O Lord. Through him we beseech Thee to save our souls. 

COMMON TROPARION FOR   PROGENITORS Tone 2

The memory of Thy righteous Progenitors (.....) we celebrate, O Lord. Through them we beseech Thee to save our souls. 

COMMON TROPARION FOR AN ASCETIC Tone 1

A dweller of the desert and an angel in the flesh, and as a wonder-worker thou hast shone forth O God-bearing father (.....). By fasting, vigilance and prayer, heavenly gifts thou hast received. Whereby healing all the poor in health and the souls of them that make haste to thee in faith. Glory to Him who hath given thee strength. Glory to Him who hath crowned thee. Glory to Him who made possible through thee healing for all. 

COMMON TROPARION FOR AN ASCETIC Tone 8

With the river of thy tears thou hast made the barren desert fertile, and with the sighs of sorrow from thy heart thou hast made thy labours to bear a hundredfold. With the glory of thy miracles thou hast become a light to the inhabited earth. O (.....) our holy father, pray to Christ our God for the salvation of our souls.
COMMON TROPARION FOR A MONK Tone 8
In thee, O Father, was preserved unimpaired that which is according to God’s image; for thou didst take up the Cross and follow Christ. By thine actions thou hast taught us to despise the flesh for it passes away, but to care for the soul which is thing immortal. Wherefore thy spirit holy (.....) rejoices with the angels.  

COMMON TROPARION FOR A NUN Tone 8
In thee, O Mother, was preserved unimpaired that which is according to God’s image; for thou didst take up the Cross and follow Christ. By thine actions thou hast taught us to despise the flesh for it passes away, but to care for the soul which is thing immortal. Wherefore thy spirit holy (.....) rejoices with the angels. 

KONTAKIA
ON MOST SUNDAYS

O steadfast help and shield of Christians; * constant advocate with the creator: * despise not the prayers of sinners, who call upon thee, * but of thy goodness attend unto our aid * who in faith cry out to thee. * Make speed to make supplication; *make haste to intercede; * O Mother of God who dost *ever watch over them that honour thee.   

ON SATURDAYS 

As first-fruits of nature the world offers to Thee, O Lord and Husbandman of creation, the God-bearing Martyrs. By their intercessions and through the Mother of God, preserve Thy Church in profound peace, O Most Merciful.
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